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United Democratic Front
(UDF) candidate Rahul
Mamkootathil and Left De-
mocratic Front (LDF) can-
didate P. Sarin �led their
nominations on Thursday
to the Assembly byelection
being held in Palakkad on
November 13.

Mr. Mamkootathil �led
his papers after visiting
temples in the district. His
mother Beena o�ered him
the deposit amount.

A host of UDF leaders
took part in a roadshow ta-
ken out by Mr. Mamkoo-
tathil ahead of �ling the
papers. A large number of
UDF supporters took part
in the rally from Melamuri
Junction through Valiyan-
gadi Market.

Among the UDF leaders

who attended the rally
were Youth Congress na-
tional president Uday Bha-
nu Chib; V.K. Sreekandan,
MP; Sha� Parambil, MP; Je-
bi Mather, MP; AICC secre-
taries P.C. Vishnunath,
MLA; Anvar Sadath, MLA;
N. Shamsudheen, MLA;
Najeeb Kanthapuram,

MLA; and former Minister
K.C. Joseph.

Mr. Mamkootathil’s
mother Beena and sister
Rajani accompanied him
when he �led the nomina-
tion before Revenue Divi-
sional O�cer S. Sreejith.

LDF candidate Dr. Sarin
too �led his nomination

before the RDO. He came
in a procession from the
CPI(M) district committee
o�ce. CPI(M) central com-
mittee member A.K. Balan;
State committee members
N.N. Krishnadas, C.K. Ra-
jendran; district secretary
E.N. Suresh Babu; K. Babu,
MLA; K. Santhakumari,

MLA; CPI district secretary
K.P. Suresh Raj; and Janata
Dal (S) leader Muruga Das
accompanied Dr. Sarin.
DYFI district committee of-
fered the deposit amount
to Dr. Sarin. BJP candidate
C. Krishnakumar �led his
nomination on Wednes-
day.

UDF, LDF candidates �le papers in Palakkad 
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The first step: United Democratic Front candidate Rahul Mamkootathil and (right) Left Democratic Front candidate P. Sarin submitting their

nomination for the Palakkad Assembly byelection to Revenue Divisional O�icer S. Sreejith in Palakkad on Thursday. K.K. MUSTAFAH 

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Thursday un-
veiled the logo of the Invest
Kerala Global Summit
2025, scheduled to be held
in Kochi from February 21
to 22, 2025, to showcase
the State’s potential as a
sustainable and responsi-
ble investment destination
for a wide range of
enterprises.

The summit, to be held
at the Lulu Bolgatty Inter-
national Convention
Centre, Grand Hyatt, Ko-
chi, will bring together glo-
bal leaders, investors, poli-
cymakers, and industry
experts. 
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P.C. Vishnunadh, MLA, on
Thursday expressed con�-
dence that the United De-
mocratic Front will reclaim
Chelakkara in this
byelection.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the Chelakkara
UDF mandalam conven-
tion, he stated, “The cur-
rent situation has made it
di�cult for ordinary peo-
ple to live in the State. Cor-
ruption, nepotism, and in-
�ation have led the public
to a state of distress. Peo-
ple are waiting to cast their
verdict against the autocra-
cy of both Pinarayi Vijayan
and Narendra Modi,” he
said.

‘Well-oiled machine’

He said the Congress was
functioning like a well-
oiled machine under the
leadership of KPCC presi-
dent K. Sudhakaran and
Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan. “The UDF
is moving forward as a un-
ited front. In the short time
I have been here, I have un-
derstood the sentiments of
the people, and there is no
doubt that they are with
the UDF. Chelakkara will
be reclaimed,” he said.

The event was chaired
by Vinod Pantaladi, presi-
dent of the Mandalam Con-
gress Committee. 

Meanwhile Pazhayan-
nur mandalam convention
was inaugurated by Thiru-
vanchoor Radhakrishnan
MLA. 

UDF will
reclaim
Chelakkara:
Vishnunadh 
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THRISSUR Polyglot Chathanath
Achuthanunni, scientist
P.P. Divakaran and inter-
disciplinary scholar K.P.
Mohanan have been cho-
sen for the Kairali Global
Lifetime Achievement
Prize for Researchers for
2022-23.

The award, instituted by
the State government for li-
felong contributions to re-
search, carries a cash prize
of ₹5 lakh and a citation.
The Kairali research
awards for 2022-23 were
announced by Higher Edu-
cation Minister R. Bindu
here on Thursday. 

Prof. Achuthanunni,
writer and translator, has
been chosen for his contri-
butions in arts and human-
ities, is a recipient of sever-
al awards including the
Kerala Sahitya Akademi
Award and the Sahitya
Akademi Translation Prize.
Prof. Divakaran, who has
been chosen for his re-
search in science, has
worked as a Professor at
the Tata Institute of Funda-
mental Research. Prof. Mo-
hanan, a former teaching
faculty at global institu-
tions including the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Tech-
nology and the University
of Texas, has been chosen
for the prize in social
science. 

Writer-critic B. Rajee-
van, theoretical chemist
K.L. Sebastian and histor-
ian Kesavan Veluthat have
been adjudicated the joint
winners of the Kairali Life-
time Achievement Prize for

Researchers for their con-
tributions in the �elds of
arts and humanities,
science and social science.
The award carries a cash
prize of ₹2.5 lakh and a ci-
tation. 

Post-doctoral research

The Kairali Gaveshaka Pu-
raskaram for post-doctoral
research in interdisciplin-
ary �elds has gone to Sa-
meera Shamsudheen of
Cochin University of
Science and Technology
(CUSAT) (biological
science) and Sujesh A.S. of
Sri C. Achutha Menon Go-
vernment College, Thris-
sur (physical science). The
recipients will receive �-
nancial aid up to ₹5 lakh to
undertake projects in their
respective disciplines. 

The Kairali Ganeshana
Puraskaram for teachers
undertaking research will
go to Rakesh R. of Mar Iva-
nios College, Thiruvanan-
thapuram (arts and hu-
manities), T.S. Preetha of
University College, Thiru-
vananthapuram (biologi-
cal science), Anas S. of Ma-
hatma Gandhi University
(chemical science), Sub-
odh G. of Kerala University
(Physical Science), and
Sangeetha K. Prathap of
Cusat (social science).
They will receive �nancial
support up to ₹25 lakh.

Kairali research
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The award, instituted
by the State govt. for
lifelong contributions
to research, carries a
cash prize of ₹5 lakh
and a citation

Sruthi, a 25-year-old Ma-
layali girl, was found dead
at her husband’s house in
Nagercoil. She allegedly
ended her life over dowry
harassment. Her family,
originally from Piravan-
thur, had relocated to Ta-

mil Nadu 30 years ago.
Sruthi, a PG in literature,
had married Karthik in
April this year. Her family
said she was harassed by
her mother-in-law. Later, a
voice message she sent to
her mother, explaining her
ordeal, surfaced. 

(Suicide Prevention Hel-
pline, DISHA - 1056)
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