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DPA KANDLA SIGNS THE CONCESSION AGREEMENT WITH THE SPV OF
APSEZL 

DPA (Deendayal Port Authority) recently signed the
concession agreement with the DPA Clean Cargo
Container Terminal Ltd, an SPV of APSEZL (Adani
Port and Special Economic Zone Limited), for the
development and operation of Berth No. 13 on
DBFOT basis under PPP mode. This agreement was
signed as an outcome of the open advertised tender
floated by DPA for selecting the private industry part-
ner for developing and operating Berth No. 13 of DPA.
The development aligns with the Ministry’s vision of
migrating towards the landlord model of port operation
and achieving the cargo handling targets set in MIV-
2030 (Maritime India Vision). The Concession

Agreement was signed between Deendayal Port Authority (DPA) and the SPV of Adani
Port and Special Economic Zone Limited (APSEZL) in the presence of Sushil Kumar
Singh, IRSME, Chairperson of DPA and Sujal Shah, CEO, APSEZL. The project aims to
harness the efficiencies and technologies available with the industry partner to unlock the
potential of Berth No. 13, both in terms of cargo throughput and operational efficiency to
bring down the cost of logistics. The project will help develop and enhance a resilient sup-
ply chain in the region. This project is also a part of the Nati PM Gati Shakti Master plan.
The Multipurpose Clean Cargo including Container Cargo Terminal will be fully compliant
with the green port guidelines thereby ensuring sustainability in port operations by adopt-
ing best practices and contributing towards the long-term sustainability goals set out by
the Government of India.

DEENDAYAL PORT AUTHORITY, KANDLA
Deendayal Port Authority, Kandla, has achieved another significant milestone by achiev-
ing the fastest-ever 60 MMT mark. This remarkable achievement was driven by the coor-
dinated efforts and support of all stakeholders and port users. Cargo handled include
Coking coal, salt, Phosphoric Acid, Chemicals, M.O.P. (Finished Fertilizer), Rock
Phosphate, Iron Scrap, Iron Ore, Logs, Rice, Bentonite, Oil Extractions (Animal Feed),
Silica Sand, Sugar (imports) and Crude Oil (Vadinar). Sushil Kumar Singh, IRSME,
Chairman DPA, thanked all stakeholders, port users, trade unions, officials, employees
and workers whose unwavering support and cooperation have been instrumental in
achieving this milestone. He expressed confidence that the port is on the right trajectory
to surpass 150 MMT by the end of this fiscal year.

DR. FARUK PATEL INSPIRES IIM AHMEDABAD STUDENTS WITH A 
LECTURE ON VALUES, ETHICS, AND HUMANITY IN BUSINESS 

Dr Faruk G.
Patel, the
v i s i o n a r y
Chairman and
M a n a g i n g
Director of KP
Group, a lead-
ing renewable
energy enter-

prise from Gujarat, delivered an inspiring lecture at IIM Ahmedabad, focusing on the crit-
ical role of values, ethics, and humanity in achieving lasting business success. Invited to
address a select group of 40 students at a special session led by Professor Sunil
Maheshwari, Dean of Alumni and External Affairs, Dr Patel shared his profound insights
and personal experiences over an hour, followed by an engaging Q&A session. Dr Faruk
Patel’s lecture was a powerful call to action for future business leaders to uphold ethics
and humanity as the cornerstones of their careers, inspiring them to build a legacy that
transcends financial achievements.

SRM UNIVERSITY-AP HOSTS 4TH CONVOCATION CEREMONY
SRM University-AP recently hosted its prestigious 4th
Convocation Ceremony, felicitating the graduates with
their well-earned degrees for scholastic excellence.The
monumental event was graced by the presence of
Chief Guest Padma Bhushan Senapathy Kris
Gopalakrishnan, Chairman-Axilor Ventures and Co-
founder of Infosys; Guest of Honour Rohit Kapoor,
Chief Executive Officer, Food Marketplace, Swiggy;

Founder Chancellor of SRM Group of Institutions Dr TR Paarivendhar; Pro-Chancellor of
SRM University-AP Dr P. Sathyanarayanan; Vice Chancellor Prof. Manoj K Arora, Registrar
Dr R Premkumar; Dean-Academic Affairs Dr Vinayak Kalluri; Other dignitaries, Faculty, staff
and parents of the graduating batch. 1,018 graduates, including 24 PhD scholars, were
conferred their degrees on this momentous occasion, and 18 Gold Medalists, 5 Silver
Medalists, and 5 Bronze Medalists were recognised for their outstanding achievements.

WARDWIZARD FOUNDATION TO CONDUCT MEDICAL CAMPS FOR FLOOD-
AFFECTED PEOPLE 

As part of their social responsibility,
Wardwizard Foundation will not be
organizing Garba this year and will
instead use the funds towards flood
relief operations in Vadodara. Working
closely with the district and city admin-
istration, the foundation is working
aggressively on conducting medical
camps in affected areas and will also

provide educational kits to primary school students who lost their educational items in the
devastating floods. “Our thoughts are with those who have been affected by the recent
floods in Vadodara. In these trying circumstances, we believe it is crucial to prioritize relief
efforts and support the community in every way possible. This year, instead of participat-
ing in the Garba, we dedicate our resources to helping those in need. We will conduct free
medical camps with our team of expert doctors in areas identified by the district adminis-
tration. Our teams are working tirelessly in relief work and helping the people of Vadodara
recover from this calamity," said Sheetal Bhalerao, Trustee, Wardwizard Foundation.

INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK AND ROSARY CHURCH EMBRACES DIGITAL AGE
WITH E-OFFERING SETUP
Indian Overseas Bank in collaboration with Our
Lady of Rosary Church is pleased to announce
the inauguration of its new e-offering setup. The
e-offering setup, inaugurated at Baroda by
Bhupendra Narain Singh, Chief Regional
Manager, Indian Overseas Bank, Regional
Office, Baroda in the presence of Father Jesu
Raj, Rosary Church, which aims to provide a con-
venient and secure way for members and sup-
porters to contribute to the church's mission and
activities. "This e-offering setup is a significant
step forward of our DIGITAL BANKING provided
wholeheartedly for devotees," said Bhupendra
Narain Singh, Chief Regional Manager, Indian
Overseas Bank, Regional Office, Baroda. "We
are excited to provide this convenient option for
our members and supporters to support our mis-
sion and ministry,” said Father Jesu Raj, Rosary Church. The e-offering setup is user-
friendly, secure, and can be accessed through the church's website or mobile app.

PARUL UNIVERSITY HOSTS LANDMARK INTERNATIONAL WEEK 2024
Parul University recently held its
International Staff Teaching &
Training Week 2024, an event
aimed at widening and strengthen-
ing cooperation with renowned for-
eign institutions, sharing different
experiences on internationalisation,
facilitating networking, and estab-
lishing new partnerships that also
align with the vision of the universi-
ty. This week-long event, themed
“Developing Competencies for

Strengthening Internationalization” brought together educators, administrators, and rep-
resentatives from institutions across the globe who shared thoughts and insights on
globalisation, student exchange, and multicultural education. Participants engaged in
numerous activities, from cultural involvement to professional development sessions.
The program featured captivating keynote addresses from global education leaders,
and delegates visiting under International Staff Teaching & Training Week. Dr. Preeti
Nair, Director of Center for International Relations and Research (CIRR), expressed her
thoughts on the program and was quoted saying, “The International Week program was
a tremendous success, surpassing our expectations and reaffirming our commitment to
global education. We are grateful to all the delegates, speakers, and participants who
contributed to making this event a remarkable experience.” The program was indeed an
enlightening experience that broadened perspectives on global education. It focused on
how institutions can collaborate to improve internationalisation efforts while enriching
the student and staff experience.

U-GENIUS: SPARKING CURIOSITY, FOSTERING KNOWLEDGE 

U-Genius Quiz, an exciting and interactive competition organised by one of India's
largest public sector banks, Union Bank of India to challenge young minds and inspire
a passion for learning. This quiz aims to engage students from 8th to 12th standard
across a variety of subjects, including science, technology, current events, general
knowledge, and more. The U-Genius Quiz took place recently at Sayajj Rao Gruh,
Akota, Vadodara, bringing together more than 800 students from approximately 90
schools and communities in a fun, competitive environment. The programme was
graced by the presence of Chief Guest Honorable Member of Parliament Dr Hemang
Joshi and Guest of Honor IPS Narsimha Komar, Commissioner of Police, Vadodara
City. Regional Head Ankur Sarraf greeted MP Joshi & Komar with a welcome speech.
A total of 6 Teams of different schools have qualified for the final rounds and Delhi
Public School, Harni Branch has come out as the winner who will be participating in
the Zonal Competition going to be held at Indore. Lastly, Deputy Regional Head Vinodi
Suryavanshi concluded the event with a vote of thanks to honourable guests, all the
attendees and volunteers.

BANK OF INDIA CELEBRATES ITS 119TH FOUNDATION DAY
Bank of India, one of the
leading banks in India cel-
ebrated its Foundation
Day in Ahmedabad
recently. Marking the
occasion, a series of pro-
grammes including
saplings plantation and
distribution of school bags
to downtrodden students
as a part of CSR activities.
A cultural evening was
organised wherein staff
members, retired staff
members and their chil-
dren participated. More than 1000+ staff and Ex-staff with their families attended the func-
tion. While addressing the gathering, Ajeya Thakur, Field General Manager, FGMO -
Ahmedabad urged the staff members to strive their best to serve the Bank and its cus-
tomers with utmost sincerity, devotion, and courtesy. He stressed that every employee
should keep the well-being and prosperity of the Bank. Navin Ajavalia (EX- General
Manager), Ravi Shankar Zonal Manager (Ahmedabad Zone), Manish Phulrey, ZM
(Gandhinagar Zone), Keshav Kumar – DGM (Gujarat Audit), Arvind Kumar – DGM –
FOBO, Harish V. – DGM (LCB) Apart from this, Shvetang Trivedi, General Secretary of the
Bank of India Officers Association (Gujarat Unit), Girish Dave, General Secretary of Bank
of India Staff Union; Representative from SC, ST, OBC Employees Association also
attended the event.
SACHIN SHARMA, SENIOR OFFICER OF WESTERN RAILWAY COMPLETES
THE 122 KM SILK ROUTE ULTRA MARATHON IN LADAKH 

Sachin Ashok Sharma (IRTS 2008),
Secretary to General Manager/WR partici-
pated in the challenging Ladakh Marathon
2024 held recently. He ran in the ultimate
endurance race of the 122 km Silk Route
Ultra Marathon and completed the challeng-
ing race in 20 hours and 39 mins. Sharma
completed the Silk Route Ultra Marathon in
20 hours and 39 minutes. In the past,
Sharma has also competed in the 42 km
Ladakh Full Marathon in 2022, the 72 km
Khardung La Challenge the 42 km Ladakh
Full Marathon in 2023, COMRADES
Marathon (86 km) held in South Africa,
besides a host of other Ultra and other
Marathons and Triathlons across the country.
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