
 This is a dictatorial government 
that did not allow Bathukamma 
celebrations, just like during the ten 
years of the dictatorial rule of the BRS

- BJP National Vice President and 
Member of Parliament DK Aruna
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Pvt schools balk at govt order, 
hold classes on fest holidays

Meghna Nath  
Hyderabad

DESPITE the State government announc-
ing Dasara holidays for all schools until Oc-
tober 14, private schools have violated the 
regulations by continuing to hold regular 
classes, particularly for higher grades.

Private school teachers highlighted that 
this issue occurs every year. Despite the 
government declaring holidays, private 
schools continue to hold classes under the 
guise of extra or special sessions, with some 
even conducting online classes. This is hap-
pening because the Education Department 
does not take any action; just issuing a cir-
cular is not enough; the department should 
conduct a sudden inspection and take stern 
action.

Nagaraju, a private school teacher, said, 
"During the summer vacation, we private 
teachers missed our break, and now, once 
again, we're going to miss the Dasara holi-
days due to extra classes for grades 8, 9, 
and 10. They are forcing both students and 
teachers to attend, claiming that student at-

tendance will be recorded."
"We barely get ten days of Dasara holi-

days, but just like last year, despite the State 
government declaring holidays, our school 
is still conducting physical classes. A ten-
day timetable has been set, exactly like reg-
ular school days. Many representation let-
ters have been submitted to the concerned 
officials, as holding classes during vacation 
is unfair to teachers, and students, as they 
are in a festive mood. It's not right to pres-
sure them during this time. Private schools 
consistently disobey the rules set by the 
education department, and it's time for the 
department to take stern action," said Sri 
Laxmi, another private school teacher.

Shabbir Ali, president, Telangana Private 
Teachers Forum (TPTF), said, "It is unfair 
to force private school teachers and higher-
class students to work all 365 days. Issuing 
circulars alone is not enough; strict action 
needs to be taken. This also impacts stu-
dents' mental health, as they deserve a break 
from their studies. However, private school 
management fails to understand this, focus-
ing only on the completion of the syllabus."

IIT-H to organise its 
first half marathon

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

THE Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (IIT-
H) runners club will be organising its first edition of 
a half marathon within the campus to encourage fit-
ness enthusiasts and runners. According to IIT-H of-
ficials, the event scheduled for December 1 will begin 
at 5 am on the institute’s Kandi campus. Participants 
can choose between the 21.1 km half marathon, a 
10k run, and a 5k fun run. The event is part of the 
IIT-H runners club’s broader approach to promoting 
physical wellness. Registrations are open until Oc-
tober 31. Interested candidates can register on their 
portal, https://www.iithydrunnersclub.com/.

TOSS extends 
last date for 
applications
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

THE Telangana Open School So-
ciety (TOSS) announced on Fri-
day that the society has extended 
the last date for submitting ap-
plications for admissions to SSC 
and intermediate courses.

According to the officials, it 
has been extended up to Octo-
ber 31. Interested candidates can 
submit online applications via 
the website https://www.telanga-
naopenschool.org/.

UoH collaborates with UK 
based biotech company 

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

H Y D E R A B A D - b a s e d 
SCIINV Biosciences, incu-
bated at ASPIRE BioNEST 
in the University of Hy-
derabad (UoH), signed an 
MoU with Microbira Ltd, a 
UK-based biotech compa-
ny, to combat antimicrobial 
resistance with an initial 
investment of £1 million.

According to UoH of-
ficials, this partnership 
strengthens the ties be-
tween the UK and India 
while addressing one of the 
most urgent global health 
challenges—antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR).
Gareth Wynn Owen, the 

British Deputy High Com-
missioner to Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh, said, 
“The joint venture between 
SCIINV Biosciences and 
Microbira Ltd is a fantastic 
step forward in the fight 
against AMR. 

It’s wonderful to see the 
UK-India innovation pipe-
line in action, and I’m par-
ticularly pleased that this 
partnership took shape fol-
lowing discussions during 
the UK’s Global Business 
Innovation Programme 
(GBIP) visit to India in 
June 2024. We’re excited 

to see the impact this will 
have in both countries and 
beyond.”

The joint venture is driv-
en by a common vision: ef-
fective and rapid identifica-
tion of microorganisms is 
critical for controlling the 
spread of drug-resistant 
infections. By developing a 
fast, accurate, and afforda-
ble identification platform, 
the partners aim to re-
duce the misuse of broad-
spectrum antibiotics—a 
key contributor to AMR, 
particularly in India,” said 
Dr P Ratnakar, co-founder 
and director of SCIINV 
Biosciences.

Andhraites, Tamilians celebrate 
festival with gaiety, gusto in city

Meghna Nath 
Hyderabad

THE Andhra and Tamil com-
munities plan to celebrate 
Navarati with pomp and gai-
ety. Various themes related to 
Indian mythology, such as the 
Mahabharata, have taken cen-
tre stage in decorations fea-
turing clay and wooden dolls, 
known as Golu, showcased in 
their traditional style.

According to the mem-
bers of the Tamil and Andhra 
communities, ‘Golu’, or ‘Bom-
mala Koluvu’, is an age-old 
tradition followed in both the 

States to celebrate Navarati. 
Besides gods and goddesses, 
various social themes are also 
on display. It is the oldest tra-
dition and artistic display of 
dolls, figurines on wooden 
planks, varies in odd numbers 
from one to nine, symbolising 
nine days, mainly by women 
and unmarried girls.

Kalyani Krishnan, a mem-
ber of the Telangana Tamil 
Sangam, has been decorating 

clay dolls for the past 20 years. 
She shared, “During Dasara, 
we display them for ten days, 
following our tradition of set-
ting up three, seven, or nine 
steps, and we must place a 
new doll each year. I come up 
with various themes annually. 
This year, I’ve created setups 
for Ram Rajya, Krishna Leela, 
and a Kanchi temple proces-
sion.” “It is a traditional way 
of showcasing culture and 

depicting mythological sto-
ries through various displays 
of dolls and figurines dur-
ing the nine auspicious days 
of Navratri. The displays are 
beautifully adorned with col-
ourful lights,” said T Sravanti, 
who has been organising 
Bommala Koluvu for the past 
two decades.

Raj Kumar, general sec-
retary, Telangana Tamil 
Sangam, stated, “Each year, 

we create different themes 
for our doll displays inspired 
by Indian mythology. Addi-
tionally, we incorporate nine 
types of herbal and medici-
nal plants. This year, we have 
showcased Narasimha Swa-
my, a model of Tirupati, and 
the 63 Nayanmars.” “Con-
tinuing the 22-year-old tradi-
tion of our grandparents and 
parents, we have set up our 
display to depict mythologi-

cal events. It features various 
sets, including standing poses 
of Lord Vishnu and eight dif-
ferent forms of Goddess Lak-
shmi. We have also invited 
several families from the soci-
ety to view the vibrant display, 
seek blessings from the dei-
ties, and enjoy our traditional 
sundal prasadam (a mixture 
of sprouts),” said Kiruthika, 
another member of the Telan-
gana Tamil Sangam.


