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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 23 SNY
Colombo 28 26 TDS
Dhaka 29 26 TDS
Dubai 42 32 SNY
Houston 37 27 TDS
Istanbul 32 22 LC
London 24 12 LC

89
people still missing after Typhoon Yagi 
triggered floods and landslides

COLOMBO 

POLLING concluded in Sri Lan-
ka on Saturday with no violence 
or security breaches reported 
anywhere from all 22 electoral 
districts in the crucial presi-
dential elections, the nation’s 
first since its worst economic 
meltdown in 2022.

The election officials said 
everyone who had entered the 
polling station by 4 pm was al-
lowed to vote beyond the dead-
line. The voter turnout is esti-
mated to be around 75%, 
according to an official, lower 
than the 83% voter turnout re-
corded in the previous presi-
dential election held in Novem-
ber 2019.

Observers said voting in the 
northern district of  Jaffna was 
on a slow trickle by mid day. A 
Tamil minority hardline group 
had discouraged people from 
voting in the run up to the elec-
tion. The counting of  postal 
votes commenced immediately 
after the voting closed at 4 pm, 
officials said.

Postal votes were cast by gov-
ernment employees mostly elec-
tion officials, military and po-
lice. The postal voting was 
conducted four days earlier.

After postal votes are count-
ed, “at 6 pm, we would like to 
start normal counting,” Colom-
bo City Deputy Election Com-
missioner MKSKK Bandara-
mapa said earlier in the day.

The election saw the deploy-
ment of  nearly 8,000 polls ob-
servers local and foreign. This 
included 116 international ob-
servers from the EU, Common-
wealth, Asian network of  elec-
tions and seven from the south 
Asian countries.

The People’s Action for Free 
and Fair Elections, the leading 
local group, deployed 4,000 local 
observers. The election will be 
a test for incumbent President 
Ranil Wickremesinghe who has 
claimed credit for putting the 
country on the road to econom-
ic recovery.

Analysts said this election is 
the most keenly contested of  all 
presidential elections since 1982 
with 38 candidates in the fray. 
Some 17 million people were eli-
gible to vote at over 13,400 poll-
ing stations. Over 2,00,000 offi-
cials were deployed to conduct 
the election. Buddhist temple 
halls, schools and community 
centres were converted into 
polling stations.

The three-cornered electoral 

battle saw Wickremesinghe fac-
ing stiff  competition from Anu-
ra Kumara Dissanayake, 56, of  
the National People’s Power, 
and Sajith Premadasa, 57, of  
the Samagi Jana Balawegaya 
and the main Opposition 
leader.

Wickremesinghe, 75, is seek-
ing re-election for a five-year 
term as an independent candi-
date, riding on the success of  
his efforts to pull the country 
out of  the economic crisis, 
which many experts hailed as 
one of  the quickest recoveries.

Sri Lanka had plunged into 
an economic crisis when the is-
land nation declared sovereign 
default in mid-April of  2022, its 
first since gaining independ-
ence from Britain in 1948. PTI 

Sri Lanka holds first vote 
since 2022 economic crisis
Voter turnout at 75%, lower than 2019’s 83%; no violence reported 

Voters arrive to cast their  ballots at a polling station during voting in Sri  Lanka’s 
presidential election in Colombo | AFP

BEIRUT

LEBANON’S Hezbollah move-
ment, which has been exchang-
ing fire with Israel for months, 
on Saturday announced that 
two commanders of  its elite 
operations unit had been killed 
by an Israeli strike on Beirut, 
which authorities said left 37 
people dead.

Health Minister Firass Abi-
ad said three children were 
also killed in Friday’s strike on 
an underground meeting 
room, which AFP journalists 
said left a huge crater in a 
densely populated neighbour-
hood of  the capital’s southern 
s u b u r b s ,  a  H e z b o l l a h 
stronghold.

Israel said the strike killed 
the head of  Hezbollah’s elite 
Radwan Force, Ibrahim Aqil, 
and several other command-
ers.The military said Saturday 
it was again hitting targets 
“belonging to the Hezbollah 
terrorist organisation in Leba-
non”, without elaborating.

The Iran-backed group later 
said it targeted at least seven 
military positions in northern 
Israel and the annexed Golan 
Heights with rockets, and AFP 
reporters reported heavy Is-
raeli strikes in Lebanon.

Israel’s military said its air 
force struck on Saturday thou-
sands of  rocket launchers in 
southern Lebanon that posed 
an “immediate” threat.

Israeli aircraft “struck thou-
sands of  launcher barrels that 
were ready for immediate use 
to fire toward Israeli territory” 
as well as “approximately 180” 
other, unspecified targets, a 
military statement said. 

Abiad, Lebanon’s health 
minister, said emergency serv-
ices worked “through the 
night” to recover victims from 
the Beirut strike, adding that 

“a residential building col-
lapsed on top of  occupants” 
after the Israeli attack. The 

Radwan Force has spearhead-
ed Hezbollah’s ground opera-
tions, and Israel has repeat-
edly demanded through 
international mediators that 
its fighters be pushed back 
from the border. 

Hezbollah said a second 
senior commander, Ahmed 
Mahmud Wahbi, was also 
killed on Friday. It said he 
headed the group’s operations 
against Israel from the onset 
of  the Gaza war in October 
until the start of  this year. 
Confirming the death of  Aqil, 
who was wanted by the Unit-
ed States for involvement in 
the 1983 bombing of  the US 
embassy in Beirut, Hezbollah 
hailed him as “one of  its great 
leaders”. 

Hezbollah has maintained 
it will halt its strikes only 
when a cease-fire is reached 
in Gaza. The tit-for-tat strikes 
have forced tens of  thousands 
to evacuate from southern 
Lebanon and northern Israel.
 AFP

Rescuers sift through the rubble at the scene of an Israeli  strike |  AFP
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Beirut attack toll rises to 37

Iran’s new Shahed 136-B drone 
is displayed during a military 

parade in Tehran 

Iran unveiled a new ballistic 
missile and an upgraded one-

way attack drone at a military 
parade on Saturday, state 

media said

The solid-fuel Jihad missile 
was designed and 

manufactured by the 
aerospace arm of Iran’s 

Revolutionary Guards and 
has an operational range 

of 1,000 kilometres, state 
news agency IRNA said

The Shahed-136B drone is 
an upgraded version of the 

Shahed-136, with new 
features and an 

operational range of more 
than 4,000 kilometres, 

IRNA reported

Britain, France, Germany 
and the United States 

slapped new sanctions on 
Iran earlier this month, 

alleging that it had been 
providing ballistic missiles 

for Russia’s war effort in 
Ukraine

Iran unveils new 
drone, missile amid 

rising tensions

JIHAD MISSILE 

SHAHED-136B DRONE 
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MADISON

KAMALA Harris on Friday at-
tacked Republican rival Donald 
Trump and his party as “hypo-
crites” over abortion, as the 
first voters cast their ballots for 
November’s US election.

The Democrat unleashed one 

of  the most forceful speeches of  
her campaign so far as she 
blamed Trump for an abortion 
ban in the battleground state of  
Georgia that she said had 
caused the deaths of  two 
women.

“And these hypocrites want 
to start talking about how this 

is in the best interest of  women 
and children,” the vice presi-
dent told a rally in Atlanta, 
Georgia to cheers from a main-
ly female audience.

“Well, where have you been? 
Where have you been when it 
comes to taking care of  the 
women and children of  Ameri-

ca, where have you been? How 
dare they.” Since replacing 
President Joe Biden at the top 
of  the Democratic ticket two 
months ago, Harris has repeat-
edly focused on what she calls 
“Trump abortion bans.”

Trump has frequently 
bragged on the campaign trail 

that his three Supreme Court 
picks paved the way for the 2022 
overturning of  the national 
right to abortion.

At least 20 states have since 
brought in full or partial re-
strictions, with Georgia ban-
ning most abortions after six 
weeks of  pregnancy.  AFP

HARRIS SLAMS TRUMP FOR HYPOCRISY ON ABORTION

Massive fire in  
Russian village after 
Ukrainian strike 
MOSCOW

RUSSIA on Saturday 
evacuated 1,200 people 
from a southern village 
after a Ukrainian drone 
strike caused a huge ex-
plosion, following a simi-
lar attack in the west of  
the country.

Ukraine regularly hits 
Russian infrastructure 
with drone strikes as 
Moscow’s offensive drags 
on for more than two and 
a half  years.

The governor of  the 
Krasnodar region, Veni-
amin Kondratyev, an-
nounced the evacuation 
of  hundreds of  people af-
ter a drone attack had 

caused a fire that “spread 
to explosive objects” 
n e a r  t h e  c i t y  o f  
Tikhoretsk.

Videos on social media 
showed a massive explo-
sion in the dark resem-
bling fireworks at first 
before blowing up loudly, 
with online reports that 
an ammunition depot 
was struck.

Kondratyev called it a 
“terrorist attack by the 
Kyiv regime” and said 
an unnamed village near 
the fire had been evacu-
ated, with most people 
staying with relatives 
but others placed in tem-
porary accommodation 
in Tikhoretsk. AFP

Smoke billowing over an ammunition depot in Toropets, Russia on 
Saturday |  AFP

Zelenskyy says no U.K., U.S. go-ahead to 
use long-range missiles to hit russia
Kyiv: The United States and Britain have not authorised 
Ukraine to use long-range missiles on targets inside 
Russia possibly fearing an “escalation”, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has warned that firing long-range weapons into 
Russia would signify that NATO countries were at war 
with Moscow. Delays in the supply of weapons due to 
political divisions between allies left Ukrainian forces 
short of supplies early this year.


