
I
n anticipation of the
massive in�ux of de-
votees during the 10-

day Khairatabad Ganesh
festival, the Hyderabad
Tra�c Police have issued a
tra�c advisory notifying
diversions and restrictions.

The festival, beginning
on September 7 and culmi-
nating with the immersion
of the idol on September
17, is expected to draw
thousands daily. Diver-
sions are in place to ensure
smooth �ow of tra�c, said
the Additional Commis-
sioner (Tra�c) P. Viswa
Prasad. “For better parking
of vehicles, commuters vis-
iting Khairatabad Ganesh
are advised to take the NTR
Marg and park near IMAX
Rotary and at the new Am-
bedkar statue,” he said.

To manage the expected
tra�c congestion, the pol-
ice have announced sever-
al tra�c diversions and
parking restrictions. Key
tra�c points, including
Khairatabad Junction, Sha-
dan College, Nirankari, Old
PS Saifabad, Mint Com-
pound and Necklace Ro-
tary, are likely to expe-
rience heavy tra�c.

Diversion to Iqbal Minar
“Vehicles approaching
Mint Compound from V.V.
Statue will be diverted at
Rajiv Gandhi Statue to-
wards Nirankari Junction.
Tra�c from Old PS Saifa-
bad towards Bada Ganesh
via Rajdoot Lane will be re-
directed towards Iqbal Mi-
nar. Vehicles from Iqbal

Minar heading towards
Mint Compound will be di-
verted at Mint Lane En-
trance towards Telugu Talli
junction. Tra�c from NTR
Marg/Khairatabad Flyover/
Necklace Road towards
Mint Compound will be di-
verted at Necklace Rotary
towards Telugu Thalli junc-
tion or Khairatabad �yov-
er,” reads the advisory.

Similarly, vehicles from
Nirankari via Khairatabad
Post O�ce Lane towards
Khairatabad Railway gate
will be diverted at Post Of-
�ce towards Old PS Saifa-
bad junction.

Visitors approaching
Khairatabad Ganesh
through Necklace Rotary

and NTR Garden should
park their vehicles at Am-
bedkar Square parking
place beside IMAX
Theatre, NTR Garden park-
ing places, opposite IMAX,
Saraswathi Vidya Mandir
High School premises, and
Race course Road parking
place. Visitors coming on
their own vehicles for dar-

shan should avoid Khaira-
tabad Rajiv Gandhi Statue
Road and Rajdoot Lane
road.

Police seek cooperation
The police urged devotees
to cooperate with the traf-
�c police and follow the ad-
visory. For any emergen-
cies, commuters can

contact the tra�c helpline
at 9010203626.

Meanwhile, the idol
movements in the city will
not be an issue for commu-
ters from September 7, said
a tra�c o�cial from South

Zone. “For the last 15 days,
we deployed 100 police-
men on night bandobast to
ensure that the idols are
moved overnight” said the
o�cer, adding that tra�c
police personnel will be

deployed at all junctions to
regulate the �ow. Another
o�cer from the Humayun
Nagar tra�c said that 80%
sale of idols are done and
the remaining are likely to
be done by Saturday.

Tra�c diversions at Khairatabad 
Curbs are in view of the Khairatabad Ganesh festival, which begin today and end with the idol immersion on September 17; event likely to draw

thousands of people daily; police advise devotees to take NTR Marg and park near IMAX Rotary and at new Ambedkar statue 
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Idol of the Khairatabad Ganesh ‘Sri Saptamukha Maha Shakti Ganapathi’ being unveiled as part of the

Ganesh Chavithi festivities in Hyderabad on Friday. NAGARA GOPAL
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O�cials from the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (GHMC) are alleg-
edly releasing rainwater
mixed with sewage into Ka-
pra Lake to facilitate Ga-
nesh idol immersion, the-
reby undoing a great deal
of e�ort and investments
towards sewage diversion.

Multiple residents of Sai-
nikpuri and Kapra locali-
ties alleged that the muni-
cipal authorities are trying
to ensure a su�cient
amount of water in the lake
by diverting rainwater
mixed with untreated sew-
age into it. “The lake was
nearly dry a couple of days
ago, but now it is �lled to
the brim. It is not fresh wa-
ter, as can be made out
from the stench,” said Ra-
mana Reddy, a resident.

A number of residents
alleged that sewage mixed
�ows have been diverted
into the lake to facilitate
the immersion of Ganesh
idols. Kapra Lake was re-
juvenated with the e�orts

of a group of volunteers
from Sainikpuri and other
areas. Manognya Reddy, a
volunteer from the Kapra
Lake Revival Group, was
witness to an inspection by
GHMC o�cials, the area’s
legislator and Ganesh Ut-
sav Committee members a
few days ago. Within no
time after the inspection,
the lake was �lled up from
one-fourth of its capacity
to three-fourths, she said. 

Kapra Lake receives its
in�ows from the surplus

channel of the Nagireddy
Kunta in Yapral, apart from
the road run-o� from Esh-
waripuri colony and other
localities nearby.

The natural in�ow chan-
nel of the lake was blocked
by rampant construction
activities, and owing to
sewage �ows, the lake had
become a cesspool. Under
the Strategic Nala Develop-
ment Project, box drain
works were taken up from
Nagireddy Kunta a couple
of years ago to revive the

lake. “The plan was to
build a sedimentation
dam, after which the water
would undergo remedia-
tion process before enter-
ing the lake,” Ms. Reddy
explained.

While the box drain
from Nagireddy Kunta is
stuck midway due to issues
of ‘right of way’ towards
Yapral, construction of the
sedimentation dam with a
�lter bed of rocks has been
completed. Remediation
process, however, is yet to
begin. “To �ll the lake, now
the o�cials have got a tem-
porary channel dug from
the half-done box drain, to
divert the �ows directly in-
to the lake without treat-
ment,” Ms. Reddy said. Af-
ter the visit by GHMC
o�cials, the �lter bed, too,
was removed.

“Sainikpuri area has a
good network of stormwa-
ter drains. All they had to
do was to connect it to the
lake for it to be �lled with
fresh rainwate,” alleged
Ms. Reddy. GHMC o�cials
could not be contacted for
comments.

Water mixed with sewage being
released into Kapra lake: residents 
Swathi Vadlamudi
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Kapra Lake before the alleged filling up by GHMC authorities.

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) has readied va-
rious kinds of immersion
ponds in preparation for
the �nal day of Ganesh
Navaratri festivities. The
ponds have been kept rea-
dy at 73 locations, accord-
ing to a statement.

Of these, 27 are ‘baby
ponds’ inside the lakes, 24
are portable ponds and 22
are excavated ponds,
which will facilitate immer-
sion of idols of two to �ve
feet in size. The GHMC has
also taken initiative to dis-

tribute 3.1 lakh clay Ganesh
idols, which are environ-
ment friendly.

Tree trimming and
pothole �lling were taken
up ahead of the procession
on the �nal day. GHMC
Commissioner Amrapali
Kata has issued instruc-
tions towards ensuring
functioning of all street-
lights and better manage-
ment of sanitation.

One sanitation team has
been deployed every kilo-
metre to ensure sanitation
and removal of garbage.
Drinking water, mobile toi-
lets and cranes have been
organised at all sites of im-
mersion, the note said.

Ponds made ready
for nimajjanam 
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South Central Railway (SCR) has appealed to
passengers to make use of helpline 139 (‘Rail
Madad’), available in 12 languages, to register
complaints. Passengers can opt for Interactive
Voice Response System or directly connect to call
centre executive. SMS also can be sent to the
same number. Visit the webiste
www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in to lodge
grievances. For medical assistance, press 1,
which will connect them to a call-centre
executive. For enquiry such as PNR status and
train schedule, press 2. For general complaints,
press 3. For ticket cancellation and refund
enquiries passengers press 4. For
disabled-related information, press 5. For
vigilance-related complaints, press 6.

Call helpline number 139
to register complaints: SCR 
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The Vigilance and Enforcement Dept. imposed
�nes to the tune of ₹7.18 lakh on heavy vehicles
owners during checks conducted in two di�erent
locations. In the �rst case, the Hyderabad City - I
unit along with the o�cials of Mines and Mines
and Regional Transport Authority (RTA)
departments levied a �ne of ₹4.48 lakh during a
check on the ORR and Medchal. As many as 11
vehicles were seized and �nes were levied for
overloading, lack of waybills and tax penalties
under the Motor Vehicle Act, Mines Act and GST
Act. Meanwhile, the Ramachandrapuram unit of
Vigilance and Enforcement wing along with the
o�cials of Mines and RTA departments too
conducted routine checks on Friday. 

Heavy vehicle owners �ned
₹7.18L during vigilance checks

The government on Friday
accorded permission to
the Department of Higher
Education for conducting
coaching classes to stu-
dents of government ju-
nior colleges in the State.

According to the order
issued by Principal Secre-
tary (Education) Burra
Venkatesham, coaching
classes will be conducted

for Engineering Agricultu-
ral and Pharmacy Com-
mon Entrance Test (EAP-
CET), National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET),
and Joint Entrance Exami-
nation ( JEE). The classes
will begin in the current
academic year.

Meanwhile, as per an or-
der issued last week, the
government decided to
form an Academic Gui-
dance, Training and Place-
ment Cell with speci�c

roles and job chart and
work allocation for each
wing. Under academic gui-
dance, o�cials will pre-
pare the academic calen-
dar and conduct the
annual academic audit.
The roles also include
maintaining college-wise
database of sta�, students
and courses; and monitor-
ing of introduction of new
courses, combinations,
curriculum and content
preparation. 

EAPCET, NEET, JEE coaching
for govt. junior college students 
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