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Forest dept set to lay trap  
to catch elusive leopard
Secures nod from chief wildlife warden to use cage to trap wild cat

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kasaragod

MUCH to the relief  of  residents 
living near the forest areas in 
the district, the forest depart-
ment has deployed a trap to 
capture the leopard that has 
been instilling fear in the com-
munity for the past few months. 
The forest department has se-
cured permission from the 
Chief  Wildlife Warden and is 
now prepared to use the cage as 
a trap to capture the leopard. 
The cage was brought from 
Wayanad and was inspected by 
a veterinarian.

A forest officer said, "We are 
all set to lay a trap to catch the 
leopard. For this purpose, a 
special committee has been 
formed. The cage will be kept 
in the place where the animal 
is spotted again. The leopard 
was sighted in one of  the cam-
era traps, and many residents 
have seen it."

The trap cage will undoubt-
edly bring relief  to the resi-
dents of  the area, as the pres-
ence of  the leopard is giving 
sleepless nights to them. Al-
though they have previously 
dealt with attacks from wild el-
ephants and boars, the sighting 
of  a leopard has heightened 
their concerns. Many people 
are also concerned that the 
leopard may soon target live-
stock and potentially humans. 
According to residents, there 
was a sharp decline in the 
number of  dogs in these pan-

chayats, which also signals the 
presence of  a leopard in the 
area. Leopard sightings have 
been reported in several grama 
panchayats in Kasaragod, in-
cluding Muliyar, Delampady, 
and Karadka, as they are locat-
ed near the Karnataka forest, 
making them vulnerable to 
wild animal incursions. 

A forest officer stated that 
they are actively searching for 
new sightings of  the leopard to 
determine the best location to 
lay the trap. While they have re-
ceived several reports of leop-
ard sightings from different 

areas, there is no conclusive 
evidence regarding its exact 
location.

The footprints found near the 
human settlement have been 
conclusively identified as those 
of  a leopard, and several travel-
lers have reported spotting the 
leopard in various locations 
within the panchayats on the 
forest fringes. All reported 
sightings and incidents involv-
ing the leopard have taken 
place at night, with no further 
evidence of  the animal's pres-
ence in residential areas dur-
ing the day.

‘Fake cases and jails not new  
for Communist movement’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kannur

CPM state committee member 
P Jayarajan on Monday said 
fake cases were not new for the 
party. “Fake cases and jail are 
not new to the Communist 
movement. The Communist 
party has been accused of  con-
spiracy since its inception,” he 
said during the Azhikodan Ra-
g h ava n  c o m m e m o r at i o n 
event.

“There is no room to 
believe that CPM can 
be intimidated through 
such cases of  conspira-
cy. People will be mobi-
lised and this move 
against the party will be 
defeated,” said P Jayarajan, 
who is facing conspiracy charg-
es in the 2012 Ariyil Shukoor 
murder case . 

In her address, senior CPM 
leader P K Sreemathi criticised 
Nilambur MLA P V Anvar for 
“trying to weaken the party”. 

“The party should not be left 
to the enemies. CPM is the par-

ty of  the poor and the common 
people. Steps that weaken it 
should not be taken by anyone,” 
she said.

Meanwhile, CPM Kannur 
district secretary M V Jayara-
jan slammed retired DySP Su-
kumaran, who investigated 
several high-profile cases, in-
cluding Shukoor's murder, for 
joining the BJP. He accused Su-
kumaran of  framing CPM lead-

ers in false cases, while 
serving in the force. 

Taking a dig at the re-
tired cop, M V Jayara-
jan said, “Retired DySP 
Sukumaran, notorious 

for using third-degree 
torture, has finally found 

his place in the most fitting 
party. 

He has a criminal back-
ground, having tortured nu-
merous DYFI workers and 
falsely implicated innocents. 
When he could not prove cases, 
he resorted to brutal torture. 
He misused his position to tar-
get political opponents.”

Action recommended against waste dumping in Kannur quarries
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kannur

Collector Arun K Vijayan has 
directed the authorities con-
cerned to probe and submit a 
report on the complaint that al-
leged garbage is being brought 
in lorries and dumped in the 
red laterite stone quarries in 
the district. He gave the in-
structions to the joint director 
of  the local self-government de-
partment at the meeting of  the 
district-level executive commit-
tee of  the Malinya Muktam Na-

vakeralam public campaign, 
which will begin on October 2.

A meeting will be convened 
under the chairmanship of  the 
collector regarding the issue of  
waste management and stray 
cattle in the Kannur corpora-
tion. District panchayat presi-
dent P P Divya, who presided 
over the meeting, suggested 
that the use of  single-use glass-
es and plates should be com-
pletely avoided in the district.

As many as 93 models of  
waste management will be in-

augurated in the district on 
Gandhi Jayanti on October 2 as 
part of  the Malinya Muktam 
Navakeralam Janakiya cam-
paign, which aims to find a per-
manent solution to the problem 
of  waste management by 
March 2025.

The district-level inaugura-

tion will be by dedicating to the 
nation the 'sanitary fence' con-
structed to prevent dumping of  
garbage on the Nedumpoil-
Wayanad road in Kanichar 
gram panchayat. The campaign 
aims for sustainable change in 
all aspects of  waste manage-
ment, including green neigh-
bourhoods, green institutions, 
green schools, clean and beau-
tiful towns and public spaces. 
District-level release of  cam-
paign logo was also held in the 
meeting.

Abdul Hakeem's 25-year love affair with perfumes 
comes alive in more than 1,500 bottles of fragrances
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kasaragod

GUESTS who visit the resi-
dence of  Abdul Hakeem, 60, of  
Bekal in Kasaragod experience 
the charm of  hospitality which 
has a fragrant touch as he has 
collected more than 1,500 per-
fumes, including oud and attar 
brands that are all-time favour-
ites in the Arab world. 

Hakeem has always amazed 
people with his love for per-
fumes, which has endured a 
quarter of  a century. This olfac-
tory love story blossomed dur-
ing the time he went to Sharjah 
in the 80s in search of  a job. His 
tryst with Arabs helped him ap-
preciate the unique qualities 
and freshness of  attar, which 
made him collect its myriad 
avatars. During his stint there, 
he went on to collect 2,500 per-
fumes from different parts of  
the world.

"I was a driver in the initial 
years in Sharjah, and during 
my travel with Arabs, I noticed 
their freshness and the sweet 

scent engulfing their majalis 
(sitting room) created by attar 
and oudh. This triggered my 
passion for perfumes, which 
led me to collect them. When 
my employer's friend came to 
my flat, he was amazed at my 
collection of  perfumes and 
asked whether I would sell 
them, as he too was a perfume 
lover. I generously gifted him 
my entire collection. When I 

was at his farm, he would intro-
duce me to the perfumes stored 
there, mentioning that I had 
collected them. His friends 
would then express their appre-
ciation for my efforts."

After leaving Sharjah and 
coming back home, Hakeem's 
passion for perfumes led him to 
amass a collection of  1500 more 
fragrances. The collection also 
included used perfume bottles.  

Hakeem further said that 
during his daughter's wedding, 
many perfumes were lost as he 
was not at home. 

During my time in Sharjah, 
my love for fragrances was rec-
ognised by Arab acquaintanc-
es, who presented me with lux-
urious oudh and attar bottles. 
Hakeem's employer has also 
shown admiration for his pas-
sion, gifting him with per-
fumes. Hakeem's family initial-
ly questioned the wisdom of  
his perfume collection, but they 
have now embraced his pas-
sion. His relatives and friends 
also started gifting him per-
fumes as a salute to his decades-
l o n g  l o v e  a f f a i r  w i t h 
fragrances.
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93 waste management models in the offing
As many as 93 models of waste management will be inaugurated in the district on Gandhi 
Jayanti on October 2 as part of the Malinya Muktam Navakeralam Janakiya campaign, which 
aims to find a permanent solution to the problem of waste management by March 2025

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kannur

PGDCA (1st and 2nd Se-
mester), PG Diploma in 
Cyber Forensics and OA 
Security (1st and 2nd Se-
mester), Diploma in Data 
Entry Techniques and Of-
fice Automation (1st and 
2nd Semester), DCA and 
Certificate Course in Li-
brary and Information Sci-
ence conducted by IHRD 
Regular/Supplementary 
examinations of  the cours-
es (2018 (Library Science 
Supplementary), 2020 and 
2024 Scheme) will be con-
ducted in the month of  De-
cember 2024. 

Students can register for 
the exam in the centers 
where they are/were stud-
ying till October 4 without 
penalty and till October 11 
with a penalty of  ̀ 100. The 
exam time table will be 
published in the third 
week of  November. Appli-
cation form for registra-
tion can be obtained from 
the centre. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kasaragod

A 17-YEAR-OLD girl was sexually abused 
by her male friend at a lodge in Kasara-
god. The incident came to light when the 
girl's mother took her to a hospital after 
she complained of  uneasiness. The hos-
pital authorities informed the Hosdurg 
police when they realised that the girl, 
whom they understood is a minor, was 

sexually assaulted. Police said, "During 
questioning, the girl revealed that she 
was sexually assaulted by her boyfriend, 
and added that she had also been abused 
by her father when she was in Class VII. 
The girl has been living with her mother 
ever since her parents got separated." 
Based on the incident, the police charged 
Pocso cases against the girl's male friend 
and father. 

17-year-old girl's father and male 
friend booked under Pocso charges

IHRD exams 
to be held in 
December

Local bypolls: 
 Final voters list on October 19

Kannur: The final voters list will be published on October 19 
ahead of the by-elections to Madayi Ward (women reservation) 

of Madayi grama panchayat and Chengom ward (Scheduled 
Caste reservation) of Kanichar grams panchayat. The last date 
for receipt of objections and applications is October 5. Electoral 
registration officers will take follow-up steps and complete the 
update by October 18. Those whose name is not included in the 

draft list can apply till October 5.

EXPRESS READ

Ramesh Chennithala @chennithala
Visited the residence of Ann Sebastian and consoled her parents after her tragic 
death due to overwork in a multinational company like EY. Ann was a good stu-
dent who got a good job at 26yrs age. The statement of FinMin Nirmala Sitara-
man is deplorable and insensitive.
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