
POLTAVA

TWO ballistic missiles blasted 
a military training facility and 
nearby hospital Tuesday in 
Ukraine, killing at least 50 peo-
ple and wounding more than 
219 others, Ukrainian officials 
said, in one of  the deadliest 
Russian strikes since the war 
began. The strike hit the cen-
tral-eastern city of  Poltava, the 
capital of  the region of  the 
same name, partially destroy-
ing a building used by the Polta-
va Military Institute of  Com-
munications,  Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said.

“People found themselves 
under the rubble. Many were 
saved,” Zelenskyy said in a vid-
eo posted on his Telegram 
channel. He said ordered “a full 
and prompt investigation.” 
Shattered bricks were visible 
inside the closed gates of  the 
institution, which was off-lim-
its to the media, and pools of  
blood could be seen just out-
side. Hours after the missile 

strikes, the smell of  smoke had 
spread through town. Roads 
were covered in glass shards 
from shattered windows.

 Poltava Gov Filip Pronin an-
nounced said 219 people were 
wounded. Up to 18 people may 
be buried under the rubble, he 
said. Poltava is about 350 kms 
southeast of  Kyiv, on the main 
highway and rail route between 
Kyiv and Ukraine’s second-
largest city, Kharkiv, which is 
close to the Russian border.

The missiles hit shortly after 
an air-raid alert sounded, when 
many people were on their way 
to a bomb shelter, Ukraine’s De-
fense Ministry said, describing 
the strike as “barbaric.”

Rescue crews and medics 
saved 25 people, including 11 
who were dug out of  the rubble, 
a Defense Ministry statement 
said. Poltava Gov Filip Pronin 
announced three days of  
mourning starting Wednesday.

“A great tragedy for Poltava 
region and entire Ukraine,” 
Pronin wrote on his Telegram 
page. “The enemy certainly 

must answer for all (its) crimes 
against humanity,” he said.

The strike came on the day 
t h at  Ru s s i a n  P re s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin visited Mongo-
lia. There was no indication 
that his hosts would heed de-
mands to arrest him on an in-
ternational warrant for alleged 
war crimes.

Zelenskyy repeated his ap-
peal for Ukraine’s Western 
partners to ensure swift deliv-
ery of  military aid. He has pre-
viously chided the U.S. and Eu-
ropean countries for being slow 
to make good on their pledges 
of  help. He also wants them to 
ease restrictions on what 
Ukraine can target on Russian 
soil with the weapons they pro-
vide. Some countries fear that 
hitting Russia could escalate 
the war.

“Ukraine needs air defense 
systems and missiles now, not 
sitting in storage,” Zelenskyy 
wrote. “Long-range strikes that 
can protect us from Russian 
terror are needed now, not later. 
Every day of  delay, unfortu-
nately, means more lost lives,” 
he said.  AP

PARIS

FRANCE’s President Em-
manuel Macron was on Tues-
day considering a former right-
wing minister to lead a new 
government after almost two 
months of  deadlock, sources 
with knowledge of  the discus-
sions said.

The search has been on for a 
new premier after the left in 
early July became the largest 
bloc in a hung parliament after 
snap polls, followed by Ma-
cron’s centrists and the far 
right. Prime Minister Gabriel 
Attal has resigned but stayed 
on as a caretaker during the Ol-
ympics and Paralympics.

But the pressure is mounting 
to name a new premier by Octo-
ber 1, when a fresh government 
must file a draft budget law for 
2025, a task that Attal’s cabinet 
cannot accomplish.

The president on Monday 
met ex-minister Xavier Ber-
trand, from the right, as well as 
former premier Bernard Caze-
neuve, from the centre left, as 
two potential candidates.

He was still “testing both hy-
potheses” on Tuesday, sources 
at the presidency said.

Leaders of  the right-wing Re-
publicans (LR) party in a meet-
ing with Macron on Tuesday 
morning said they supported a 
nomination of  Bertrand as long 
as he had sufficient backing 
from lawmakers, LR sources.

But in a blow to his chances, 
the far-right National Rally 
(RN), the largest single faction 
in the new National Assembly 
with 126 seats, said it would 
back a no-confidence motion 
against Bertrand if  he was ap-
pointed. “The wind seems to be 
blowing in Xavier Bertrand’s 
favour,” the source said. 

Bertrand, 59, is the right-
wing head of  the northern 
Hauts-de-France region.  AFP 

BRAUNSCHWEIG

FORMER Volkswagen CEO 
Martin Winterkorn went on 
trial Tuesday for his role in the 
“dieselgate” scandal, nine 
years after the saga first 
plunged the German auto titan 
into crisis.

VW admitted in 2015 that it 
had installed software to rig 
emissions levels in 
millions of  vehicles 
worldwide, setting off  
one of  Germany’s big-
gest post-war industri-
al scandals.

Winterkorn faces 
charges including 
fraud over the use of  
the so-called defeat de-
vices, which made cars 
appear less polluting 
in lab tests than they were on 
the road, and could be jailed for 
up to 10 years if  convicted. He 
resigned as head of  the VW 
group – whose brands range 
from Porsche and Audi to Sko-
da and Seat – shortly after the 
crisis began but attempts to 
bring him to trial had so far 

failed. Now 77, he was supposed 
to stand trial in 2021 alongside 
four other VW executives but 
proceedings against him were 
split off  and postponed due to 
his poor health. 

Upon arrival at the regional 
court in the city of  Braunsch-
weig, close to VW’s historic 
Wolfsburg headquarters, Win-
terkorn told reporters he was 

doing “quite well”.
He“rejects the accu-

sations levelled against 
him”, his lawyer Felix 
Doerr told reporters at 
the court.

He briefly addressed 
the court at the start 
of  the hearing to con-
firm his personal de-
tails, speaking slowly 
and leaning on a chair 

for support. Questions about 
Winterkorn’s health hang over
the proceedings, with reports 
saying he had to undergo an op-
eration in mid-June. 

Some 89 hearings have been 
scheduled through September 
2025. Winterkorn faces several 
charges.  AFP

WASHINGTON

WHEN he first emerged on social media, the user 
known as Harlan claimed to be a New Yorker and 
an Army veteran who supported Donald Trump for 
president. Harlan said he was 29, and his profile pic-
ture showed a smiling, handsome young man.

A few months later, Harlan underwent a transfor-
mation. Now, he claimed to be 31 and from Florida.
New research into Chinese disinformation net-
works targeting American voters shows Harlan’s 
claims were as fictitious as his profile picture, 
which analysts think was created using artificial 
intelligence. As voters prepare to cast their ballots 
this fall, China has been making its own plans, cul-
tivating networks of  fake social media users de-
signed to mimic Americans. Whoever or wherever 
he really is, Harlan is a small part of  a larger effort 
by US adversaries to use social media to influence 
and upend America’s political debate.

The account was traced back to Spamouflage, a 
Chinese disinformation group, by analysts at 
Graphika, a New York-based firm that tracks online 
networks. Known to online researchers for several 
years, Spamouflage earned its moniker through its 
habit of  spreading large amounts of  seemingly un-
related content alongside disinformation.  AP

JERUSALEM

CONCERN mounted on Tuesday over the 
chances of  securing a Gaza truce, after 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu dismissed making any “conces-
sions” in stalled talks towards a hostage 
release deal. After a day of  nationwide 
protests on Monday, Netanyahu told a tel-
evised press conference he would “not 
give in to pressure” to renege on demands 
in indirect negotiations with Hamas to 
end the war, now in its 11th month.

“These murderers executed six of  our 
hostages,” said Netanyahu, who has in-
creasingly faced accusations that he is 
prolonging the war for political gain.

US President Joe Biden on Monday met 
negotiators working alongside Qatar and 
Egypt to try to forge a truce deal, and re-
plied “no” when asked by reporters if  he 
thought Netanyahu was doing enough to 
secure a hostage deal.

“I will not give in to pressure,” Netan-
yahu told the press conference, saying 
Israel must control Gaza’s border with 
Egypt to stop Hamas from rearming.

Meanwhile, Israeli forces were operat-
ing on Tuesday in the northern West 
Bank, nearly a week into military raids 
in the occupied territory that the Pales-
tinian health ministry said killed at least 
27.

An Israeli air strike overnight that the 
military said targeted militants in Tulkar-
em killed a 15-year-old Palestinian, said a 
hospital source.

In total, “there are 30 martyrs and 
about 130 wounded in the West Bank since 
Wednesday,” when the Israeli military 
launched a series of  coordinated raids, 
the Palestinian health ministry said in a 
statement.

The toll includes three deaths in the 
Hebron area in the southern West Bank, 
in incidents unrelated to the raids in the 
north. On the seventh day of  Israel’s ma-
jor “counter-terrorism” operation in the 
northern West Bank, the focus remained 
in the Jenin area.

The military on Monday said its forces 
had killed 14 militants in Jenin and ap-
prehended “25 terrorists”. In a separate 
incident, a girl was killed.  AFP
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50 killed, 219 injured as Russian 
missiles hit military unit, hospital
The strike on the central-eastern city of Poltava came on the day Putin visited Mongolia
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Ukraine needs air defence 
systems and missiles now, not 
sitting in storage. Long-range 
strikes that can protect us 
from Russian terror are needed 
now, not later. Every day of 
delay means more lost lives 

- Volodymyr Zelenskyy,  
Ukraine President

A house demolition is carried out by Israeli  forces in the Palestinian village of Kafr Dan, west of Jenin in West 
Bank, on Tuesday |  AFP
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SHOW CAUSE NOTICE
1.  This is to inform No 14860644F CMD (OG) V  

Shunmugaiah, r/o 2/294 ‘A’ Pasumpon Nagar  
Village -. North Panavadali Chatram, Post Office - 
Panavadali Chatram, Police Station - Sankarkovli, 
District - Tiunelveli, State - Tamil Nadu, PIN - 627956  
wherever he is

2.  Whereas, you were enrolled on 11 Jun 2010 (FM) as 
CMD (0G) in 756 (I) Tpt PI ASC (Civ GT). 

3.  And whereas, you were granted 21 days Earned 
Leave (EL) wef 06 May 2019 (F/N)to 26 May 2019 
(A/N) with permission of prefix on 05 May 2019. On 
telephonic request by you, you were granted an ex-
tension of 15 days Extra Ordinary Leave (EOL) wef 
27 May 2019 to 10 Jun 2019 (A/N) but you failed 
to re-join duty by due date i.e 11 Jun 2019. (F/N).  
Following reminders letters were issued to you with a 
copy to your Next of Kin (NOK) to rejoin duty

(a) B/5104673/ST-12 dated 12 Jun 2019.
(b) 5104294/ST-12 (Civ) dated 19 Jul 2019.
(c) 5104/294/ST-12 (Civ) dated 09 Sep 2021.
(d) 5104/294/ST-12 (Civ) dated 06 Apr 2023.
(e) C/5104738/ST-12 dated 25 May 2023.
(f) C/5104738/ST-12 dated 19 Jan 2024.
4.  Despite reminders to you and your next of kin, you 

did not join duty and no response has been received 
except a letter dated 07 Sep 2023 duly signed by 
your father named as Sri Veluswamy. You did not 
rejoin duty till date after expiry of said leave and you 
have been absenting yourself from duty since then.

5.  And whereas, the above facts of the case were placed 
before the Court of Inquiry which is of the opinion that 
due to your continued absence from duty, your fur-
ther retention in service is not desirable as per rule 
25 of CCS (Leave) Rule, 1972.

6.  Now therefore, you are called upon to submit your 
defence in writing as to why your service should not 
be terminated due to continuous absence of more 
than four years, under the provisions of Army Act 
Section 20 (b) read with Army Rule 17.

7.  Your reply should reach this office within 30 days of  
publication of advt, failing which it will be presumed  
that you have nothing to state in your defence  
and action as deemed appropriate will be taken  
ex-parte. A copy of the declaration made by the 
Court of Inquiry regarding your absence is enclosed 
herewith.

Mihir Kumar Jha) 
Col

Commanding OfficerCBC 10622/11/0026/2425


