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IN a significant move to revamp 
the traditional school work ex-
perience programme, the 
state government has decid-
ed to integrate it with a com-
prehensive skill develop-
ment initiative named Work 
Integrated Education. The 
shift comes as part of  the 
new Kerala Curriculum 
Framework (KCF) 2023, de-
signed to make the work ex-
perience period more produc-
tive for students. The revised 
programme will expose pri-
mary and high school students 
to a diverse range of  job sec-
tors and provide hands-on 
training, aligning education 
with real-world needs and ca-
reer opportunities.

The department of  public 
education has instructed 
schools to reschedule the exist-
ing work experience periods, 
previously held once a week, to 
accommodate skill develop-
ment courses. This is a key ele-
ment of  the ongoing curricu-
lum revision which ensures 
that students from Classes V to 
IX are better prepared for fu-
ture careers.

The State Council of  Educa-
tional Research and Training 
(SCERT) has introduced new 

activity books for Classes V, VII, 
and IX. These resources are de-
signed to foster a strong work 
ethic, instill respect for various 
occupations, and introduce stu-
dents to emerging job markets. 

The books will provide students 
with a fundamental under-
standing of  various industries, 
including agriculture, food and
nutrition, fabric design, hous-
ing, media and entertainment, 
waste management, electron-
ics, printing and finance. 

Students in Class V will be-
gin exploring these sectors 

through a 60-hour pro-
gramme, learning about 
different trades and indus-
tries. By the time they reach 
Class IX, students will have 

the opportunity to choose a 
specific skill or sector for more 
focused 30-hour training ses-
sions. These initiatives are 
expected to help students iden-
tify their interests early, allow-
ing for career guidance in Class 
VIII, and culminating in a skill 
they will specialise in by the 
end of  high school.

Kozhikode to lead with new 
skill development centres

In Kozhikode, the government 
has taken an additional step by 
establishing skill development 
centres in 23 schools under the 
Samagra Shiksha Kerala (SSK) 
initiative. The state has allocat-
ed Rs 5 crore to these centres, 
which are expected to open by 
October 2. This expansion is 
part of  the STARS (Strengthen-

ing Teaching-Learning and Re-
sults for States) scheme, an am-
bitious project aimed at 
imparting practical skills to 
students in the 18-23 age group, 
including those who have com-
pleted their higher secondary 
education but are no longer in 
school.

One school, GVHSS Baluser-
ry, has been functioning as a 
pilot centre since the previous 
year, and 22 more schools will 
follow soon. Each centre will 
train two batches of  25 students 
in courses spanning 440 hours 
over a year, which will include 
significant practical sessions. 
The courses are entirely free, 
and the initiative seeks to ben-
efit students from marginalised 
communities such as adivasis, 
differently abled, and economi-
cally disadvantaged groups.

The District Level Skill De-
velopment Committee has con-
firmed that the project aims to 
bridge the gap between school 
education and employability by 
introducing courses that meet 
the demands of  the job market. 
District project coordinator Dr 
A K Abdulhakeem emphasised 
that each skill will be offered to 
at least 30 students per school, 
ensuring that by the end of  
high school, every student will 
excel in a particular skill.

Schools to merge traditional work 
experience with skill development
Revised programme will expose primary & high school students to diverse range of job sectors

Books to offer details 
of various industries

The books will provide 
students with a fundamental 

understanding of various 
industries, including 
agriculture, food and 

nutrition, fabric design, 
housing, media and 

entertainment, waste 
management and finance.

Road work: PWD to adopt innovative 
methods to combat climate change
L A K S H M I  A T H I R A  @Kozhikode

THE public works department 
(PWD) is set to adopt innova-
tive and scientific construction 
methods to mitigate the impact 
of  climate change on state 
roads. The PWD’s roads wing 
views cement road stabilisa-
tion as the future of  road con-
struction in Kerala, aiming to 
enhance stability and durabil-
ity. The department is also plan-
ning to integrate climate-resil-
ient technology and geotextiling 
in upcoming projects.

“PWD is moving forward 
with scientific construction 
techniques to protect our roads 
from the effects of  climate 
change. The Kerala Highway 
Research Institute and 
PWD are working close-
ly on this. While bitu-
minous macadam and 
bituminous concrete 
(BMBC) technology 
has already been uti-
lised in road construction 
here, we are exploring addi-
tional methods to tackle cli-
mate-related challenges,” said 
Public Works Minister P A Mo-
hamed Riyas.

As part of  a pilot project, ce-
ment road stabilisation was im-
plemented in the Alappuzha 
town road development project. 
“Cement road stabilisation is 
highly effective for Kerala’s cli-
matic conditions, offering du-
rability of  over 30 years with-

out the need for frequent 
maintenance,” said PWD chief  
e n g i n e e r  ( Ro a d s )  A j i t h 

Ramachandran.
The department also 

plans to implement ge-
otextiling technology 
in flood-prone areas. 
“Strong, synthetic fab-

rics will be incorporated 
into road construction to 

reinforce soil, prevent damage, 
and extend the lifespan of  
paved roads. This will be espe-
cially beneficial in low-lying 
areas like Alappuzha,” Ajith 
added.

In addition, the PWD is eval-
uating the use of  milling tech-

nology to maintain roads with-
out re-tarring, alongside 
expanding the full depth recla-
mation method, which recycles 
raw materials from existing 
roads for new construction.

These innovations follow re-
search by the Kerala Highway 
Research Institute (KHRI). 
“Our studies found that the 
rocks used in Kerala’s road con-
struction contain high levels of  
silica, increasing acidity and 
moisture buildup. Excess mois-
ture accelerates road deteriora-
tion, especially during heavy 
rain. Adding hydrated lime and 
cement to the bituminous mix 
significantly reduces acidity, 
and the PWD will implement 
these findings in ongoing road 
projects,” said KHRI joint di-
rector Sreejith G H.

For bridges, the PWD is in-
troducing Ultra High Perform-
ance Fibre Reinforced Con-
crete,  starting with the 
construction of  a bridge in 
Tavannoor, Malappuram. Kera-
la is the first state to implement 
a formal road design policy 
aimed at combating climate 
change. “Most of  these innova-
tions are currently in the lab 
testing phase, and we aim to 
roll them out by 2025,” Riyas 
added.

Our studies found that the rocks used in Kerala’s road construction 
contain high levels of silica, increasing acidity and moisture buildup. 
Excess moisture accelerates road deterioration, especially during 
heavy rain  —  P A Mohamed Riyas 

Road design policy
For bridges, the PWD is 
introducing Ultra High 

Performance Fibre Reinforced 
Concrete, starting with the 
construction of a bridge in 
Tavannoor, Malappuram. 
Kerala is the first state to 
implement a formal road 

design policy aimed at 
combating climate change. 
Most of these innovations 

are currently in the lab 
testing phase. 

1,577 new wards to be added to  
three-tier panchayats in state 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

A total of  1,577 wards will be added to the 
three-tier panchayats across the state. 
According to a notification issued by the 
state government, the total number of  
wards in grama, block and district pan-
chayats has gone up from 18,373 to 
19,950.

Of  the 1,577 newly created wards, 1,375 

are in grama panchayats, 187 in block 
panchayats and 15 in district panchayats. 
Malappuram has the highest number of  
newly created grama panchayat wards 
(223), followed by Palakkad at 146 and Er-
nakulam at 129. 

Malappuram also has the highest 
number of  new block panchayat wards 
(27) followed by Thrissur (18) and Pal-
akkad and Ernakulam with 17 each. 
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