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N
oticing an increase
in SIM swap scams,
the city police have

issued a fresh round of
alerts to all smartphone us-
ers, who are seemingly the
soft targets for invisible op-
erators behind e-SIM
frauds.

Cyber cell o�cers said
that all suspicious calls
made in the name of cus-
tomer care executives re-
questing to upgrade exist-
ing SIM cards should be
rejected as a primary step
to safety amid rising num-
ber of phone number hi-
jacking cases and related
bank account hacking.

Police o�cers with the
Hi-tech Crime Investiga-
tion Cell, who circulated
the alerts on social media
platforms for better reach,
revealed that nearly 100
such complaints had alrea-
dy been registered across

the country, with complai-
nants losing around ₹7
crore. They also revealed
that around 20 cases had
been registered in Kerala. 

“Usually, the scammers
made calls claiming that
one needed to upgrade the
existing physical SIM to e-
SIM by updating the KYC
details. People who fol-
lowed their instructions
would automatically re-
ceive a QR Code. The mo-
ment one exchanged the
QR code with them, the
operation became a suc-
cess, and they took control
of the newly created e-SIM
to retrieve all related bank-
ing information,” said a se-
nior police o�cer with the
Kerala Police Cyberdome. 

As soon as the physical
SIM was deactivated, vic-
tims found themselves in a
perplexing situation and
would only discover the re-
lated banking fraud after
reactivating the blocked
physical SIM, he added.

As e-SIMs can be pro-
grammed and operated re-
motely with software sup-
port, tracking such
incidents also proves to be
a herculean task for the
cyber squads. 

Helpline
Such incidents can be re-
ported to the o�cial hel-
pline—1930. According to
cyber cell o�cers, the in-
telligent practice is to re-
ject all unfamiliar social
media calls and to avoid ex-
changing con�dential data
with unknown people. 

“Earlier, many had the
belief that only senior citi-
zens were the targets of
such online fraudsters. The
nature of cases now being
reported proves that even
well-educated profession-
als are falling prey to such
traps,” said a senior civil
police o�cer who had
been associated with the
investigation of numerous
cybercrimes in the city. 

Call for better vigil
as e-SIM scams target
smartphone users 
Police advise users to remain cautious as nearly ₹7 crore has been lost to

fraudsters exploiting KYC updates, QR codes to hack banking information
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Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah said that
both Kerala and Karnataka
had the same mindset
against communalism. He
urged the new generation
to take inspiration from the
life of former Congress
leader Aryadan Mo-
hammed, a leader who
upheld secularism
throughout his life.

Mr. Siddaramaiah was
speaking after presenting
the Aryadan Award for the
best politician instituted by

the Aryadan Mohammed
Foundation to All India
Congress Committee gen-
eral secretary K.C. Venugo-
pal in Nilambur on Wed-

nesday. The occasion
marked the second death
anniversary of Aryadan
Mohammed.

He said Kerala’s Sree Na-

rayana Guru and Karnata-
ka’s Basavanna were philo-
sophers who took a strong
stand against communal-
ism. Both of them said the
same thing for the unity of
human beings, but in di�e-
rent words, he said.

Mr. Siddaramaiah
praised Mr. Venugopal for
working tirelessly for the
resurgence of the Congress
at national level. “It was Mr.
Venugopal who advised me
to try one more constituen-
cy when I decided to con-
test from Chamundessary
constituency in 2018. I lost
in Chamundessary but was

elected from Badami. KC’s
advice was a turning point
in my political career,” he
said.

He said Mr. Venugopal
was the inspiration behind
�ve guarantee projects im-
plemented by the Karnata-
ka government aimed at so-
cial justice and people’s
welfare. Mr. Venugopal ac-
cepted the award compris-
ing ₹1 lakh in cash and a ci-
tation from Mr.
Siddaramaiah. He said the
award was too emotional
and sweet. Leader of the
Opposition V.D. Satheesan
presided over the function. 

Kerala, Karnataka have same mindset 
against communalism, says Siddaramaiah 
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Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah presenting the Aryadan

Award to AICC general secretary K.C. Venugopal at Nilambur on
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A Kochi-based woman ac-
tor, who had accused sev-
eral prominent actors, in-
cluding M. Mukesh, of
sexual harassment, has
�led an anticipatory bail
application in the Kasara-
god District Sessions Court
in connection with a Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual O�ences (POCSO)

case against her.
The plea, submitted by

advocate Sangeet Lewis
from Karnataka, was heard
by the court on Wednes-
day. 

The court has ad-
journed the matter to Sep-
tember 30 for further
arguments.

The POCSO case had
earlier been reportedly re-
gistered against the actor
following her allegations.

Fearing arrest, she had
sought protection through
anticipatory bail.

In her petition, she had
mentioned the existence of
a case �led at a police sta-
tion, although details of
the case remained unclear. 

Her allegations were
made in the aftermath of
the Hema Committee re-
port which revealed sexual
exploitation in the the Ma-
layalam �lm industry.
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