
25 children
Killed after the bus carrying them 
crashed in northern Nigeria
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Exploding pagers kill 8, at 
least 200 others critical
Iranian ambassador in Lebanon, Hezbollah members among injured

BEIRUT

HUNDREDS of  handheld pag-
ers exploded near simultane-
ously across Lebanon and in 
parts of  Syria on Tuesday, kill-
ing at least eight people, includ-
ing members of  the militant 
group Hezbollah and a girl, and 
wounding the Iranian ambas-
sador, government and Hezbol-
lah officials said.

Officials pointed the finger at 
Israel in what appeared to be a 
sophisticated, remote attack 
that wounded more than 2,700 
people at a time of  rising ten-
sions across the Lebanon bor-
der. The Israeli military de-
clined to comment.

A Hezbollah official said that 
the new brand of  handheld pag-
ers used by the group first heat-
ed up, then exploded, killing at 
least two of  its members and 
wounding others.

Lebanon’s health minister, 
Firas Abiad, said at least eight 
people were killed and 2,750 
wounded — 200 of  them criti-
cally. Iranian state-run IRNA 
news agency said that the coun-
try’s ambassador, Mojtaba Am-
ani, was superficially wounded 
by an exploding pager and was 
being treated at a hospital.

Photos and videos from Bei-
rut’s southern suburbs circu-
lating on social media and in 
local media showed people ly-
ing on the pavement with 
wounds on their hands or near 
their pants pockets.

Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah previously warned 
the group’s members not to car-
ry cellphones, saying that they 
could be used by Israel to track 
their movements and to carry 

out targeted strikes. Lebanon’s 
Health Ministry called on all 
hospitals to be on alert to take 
in emergency patients and for 
people who own pagers to get 
away from them. It also asked 
health workers to avoid using 
wireless devices.

The emergency rooms were 

overloaded with patients, many 
of  them with injuries to their 
limbs, some in serious condi-
tion. The state-run National 
News Agency said hospitals in 
southern Lebanon, the eastern 
Bekaa Valley and Beirut’s 
southern suburbs had called on 
people to donate blood.  AP 
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Israel warns of wider 
operation in north
Earlier on Tuesday Israel said 
that halting Hezbollah’s 
attacks in the north in order to 
allow its residents to return is 
now an official war goal, as the 
country considers a wider 
military operation that could 
ignite an all-out conflict.    
Israeli officials have repeatedly 
threatened to take heavier 
military action to halt the near-
daily attacks.  AP

43,042
TOLL SO FAR

Police officers inspect a car inside of which a hand-held pager exploded in Beirut, on 
Tuesday |  AP

Meta bans RT for US election interference
LONDON

META said it’s banning Russia 
state media organisation from 
its social media platforms, al-
leging that the outlets used de-
ceptive tactics to amplify Mos-
cow’s propaganda. 

The announcement drew a 
rebuke from the Kremlin on 
Tuesday. The company, which 
owns Facebook, WhatsApp and 
Instagram, said on Monday 
that it will roll out the ban over 
the next few days in an escala-
tion of  its efforts to counter 
Russia’s covert influence 
operations.

“After careful consideration, 
we expanded our ongoing en-

forcement against Russian 
state media outlets: Rossiya Se-
godnya, RT and other related 
entities are now banned from 
our apps globally for foreign in-
terference activity,” Meta said 
in a prepared statement.

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov lashed 
out, saying that “such 
s e l e c t ive  a c t i o n s 
against Russian media 
are unacceptable,” and 
that “Meta with these ac-
t i o n s  a r e  d i s c r e d i t i n g 
themselves.”

“We have an extremely nega-
tive attitude towards this. And 
this, of  course, complicates the 
prospects for normalising our 

relations with Meta,” Peskov 
told reporters during his daily 
conference call.

RT was formerly known as 
Russia Today. Rossiya Segodn-
ya is the parent company be-

hind state news agency 
RIA Novosti and news 
brands like Sputnik.

“It’s cute how there’s 
a competition in the 
West — who can try to 

spank RT the hardest, in 
order to make themselves 

look better,” RT said. Rossiya 
Segodnya did not comment.

Meta’s actions comes days af-
ter the United States announced 
new sanctions on RT, accusing 
the Kremlin news outlet of  be-

ing a key part of  Russia’s war 
machine and its efforts to un-
der mine i ts  democratic 
adversaries.

US officials alleged last week 
that RT was working hand-in-
hand with the Russian military 
and running fundraising cam-
paigns to pay for sniper rifles, 
body armor and other equip-
ment for soldiers fighting in 
Ukraine. They also said RT 
websites masqueraded as legit-
imate news sites but were used 
to spread disinformation and 
propaganda in Europe, Africa, 
South America and elsewhere.

Meta had already taken steps 
to limit Moscow’s online reach 
since 2020.  AP

A S I A  M AT T E R S

100 GSIB GROUP 
BANK ACCOUNTS 
FROZEN
Authorities have frozen 
close to 100 bank 
accounts belonging to a 
conglomerate accused of 
running care homes where 
hundreds of children were 
allegedly abused, police 
said on Tuesday. 
Malaysia’s police chief 
Razarudin Husain said 
authorities have frozen 96 
accounts linked to the 
group containing 
approximately $124,000. 
“We have also seized eight 
vehicles linked to the 
company,” he said. At the 
heart of the investigation 
is the Global Ikhwan 
Service and Business 
(GISB) group, which has 
long been controversial 
for its links to the now-
defunct Al-Arqam sect. 

FOUR HELD FOR 
DRUGS FACE 
DEATH PENALTY
Four people arrested 
recently on drug charges 
on the Indonesian resort 
island of Bali face the 
death penalty, its anti-
drugs chief said on 
Tuesday. Officers arrested 
two Thai nationals at the 
island’s international 
airport on September 3 for 
possession of 
methamphetamine, 
ecstasy and crystal MDMA, 
Bali narcotics agency head 
Rudy Ahmad Sudrajat told 
reporters. “The drugs 
would be handed over to 
two Indonesians who 
ordered it,” he said. One of 
the Indonesian nationals 
was arrested at the same 
airport on September 8 
while a courier was also 
arrested. AFP

HEAVY RAINS 
UPROOT TREES

Many reports of fallen trees surfaced 
on social media platforms after 

heavy rain on Sept 17 evening, The 
Straits Times reported. A resident 
who lives near Mount Faber said 

that he was running up the hill when 
he experienced strong winds and 
saw tree branches falling. Photos 

and videos show fallen trees in 
various locations.
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TOWER OF FIRE
A pipeline carrying liquified natural gas over 
southeast Houston suburb continued to burn 

following a massive explosion after a vehicle drove 
through a fence and struck an above-ground valve. 
Four people were injured. Local county judge Lina 
Hidalgo said that 32 kms of pipeline between the 
two closed valves had to burn off before the fire 

would stop |  AP

TYPHOON YAGI TOLL IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA CROSSES 500

BANGKOK

FLOODS and landslides in My-
anmar triggered by last week’s 
Typhoon Yagi and seasonal 
monsoon rains have claimed at 
least 226 lives, with 77 people 
missing, state-run media re-
ported Tuesday. The new fig-
ures push the total number of  
dead in Southeast Asia from 
the storm past 500.

The accounting of  casualties 
has been slow, in part due to 
communication difficulties 
with the affected areas. Myan-
mar is wracked by a civil war 
that began in 2021 after the 
army seized power from the 
elected government of  Aung 
San Suu Kyi. Independent ana-
lysts believe the ruling military 
controls much less than half  of  
the country’s territory.

Typhoon Yagi earlier hit Vi-
etnam, northern Thailand and 
Laos, killing almost 300 people 
in Vietnam, 42 in Thailand and 
four in Laos, according to the 
ASEAN Coordinating Center 
for Humanitarian Assistance. 
It said 21 people were killed in 
the Philippines, with another 
26 missing. The UN Office for 
the Coordination of  Humani-
tarian Affairs, said on Monday 
that an estimated 631,000 peo-
ple may have been affected by 
flooding across Myanmar. 
There were already 3.4 million 
displaced people in Myanmar 
at the beginning of  September, 
according to the UN refugee 
agency, mostly because of  war 
and unrest in recent years.

Heavy rains from the ty-
phoon and the seasonal mon-
soon brought widespread flash 
floods to Myanmar, especially 
the central regions of  Manda-
lay, Magway, Bago and the Ay-
eyarwaddy Delta; the eastern 
states Shan, Kayah, Kayin and 
Mon; and the country’s capital, 
Naypyitaw.

Some flooded areas have 
started to see water levels re-
cede but others in the Shan and 
Kayah states remain critical.

More than 160,000 houses 
have been damaged.  AP

Local residents wade through flooded water at a broken bridge, in Naypyitaw, 
Myanmar on Tuesday |  AP

WASHINGTON

INSTAGRAM is introducing 
separate teen accounts for 
those under 18 as it tries to 
make the platform safer for 
children amid a growing back-
lash against how social media 
affects young people’s lives.

Beginning Tuesday in the 
US, UK, Canada and Australia, 
anyone under under 18 who 
signs up for Instagram will be 
placed into a teen account and 
those with existing accounts 
will be migrated over the next 
60 days. 

Teens in the European Union 
will see their accounts adjusted 
later this year. Meta acknowl-
edges that teenagers may lie 
about their age and says it will 
require them to verify their 
ages in more instances, like if  
they try to create a new account 
with an adult birthday. 

Teen accounts 
to be launched 
by Instagram
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