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MANDI/SHIMLA (HP):  
Hindu groups held a pro-
test march in Himachal 
Pradesh’s Mandi on 
Friday demanding the 
demolition of an unau-
thorised portion of a 
mosque in the town and 
tried to force their way 
towards the structure, 
forcing police to use 
water cannons to control 
the situation. Members 
of the Muslim commu-
nity had on Thursday 

demolished a portion of 
the mosque, saying it was 

a wall that was encroach-
ing on government land.

Protests by Hindu out-
fits against the disputed 
structure in the Sanjauli 
mosque kept Shimla 
on the boil since last 
week. But on Wednes-
day, the protest took a 
violent turn with people 
breaking barricades and 
pelting stones as police 
used water cannons and 
batons to disperse them 
-- something unheard 
of in the cosmopolitan 
town.

In Mandi, however, 
police had beefed up 

security with heavy 
deployment after the 
Hindu outfits gave the 
call for the protest 
march.

Raising slogans of “Jai 
Shri Ram”, the protesters 
initially held a march in 
the Mandi market area 
and sat on a dharna 
at Seri manch. Later, 
they made attempts to  
proceed towards the 
mosque but were 
stopped by police, who 
used water cannons to 
disperse them. 

Protests over unauthorised 
construction in mosque
The protests in Mandi came just two days after Shimla saw protesters gathered on a call.

Police use water cannons to disperse protestors demanding the 
demolition of a mosque allegedly built on encroached land.  |  Photo: PTI

Gym owner shot dead by 
bikers, gang war suspected
Press Trust Of India

The police also sus-
pect involvement of 
associates of jailed 
gangsters Lawrence 
Bishnoi and Hashim 
Baba in the murder.

NEW DELHI: In a suspected 
gang war, a 35-year-old 
gym owner was shot dead 
by two bike-borne assail-

ants at the posh neigh-
bourhood of south Delhi’s 
Greater Kailash area, offi-
cials here said on Friday. 
Two persons have been 
arrested in connection 

with the incident, they 
said. “These two are sus-
pected to have provided 
logistical support to the 
shooters. They are being 
further interrogated by 
a team of Special Cell,” a 
senior officer said. The 
officer said that four more 
people were detained and 
questioned in connec-
tion with the case but the 
main shooter is still on 
the run.

FASTFACTS

z The police suspect 
a case of rivalry but 
did not rule out the 
possibility of a gang war.




