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The Chief Advisor of the in-
terim government in Bangla-
desh, Muhammad Yunus, 
stressed on the urgent need for 
the repatriation of Rohingyas 
during a high-level meeting at 
an event on the sidelines of the 
79th United Nations General 
Assembly in New York on 
Tuesday. 

Yunus highlighted the sig-
nificant challenges that Bang-
ladesh has been facing due to 
the presence of over 1.2 million 
displaced Rohingyas from 
Myanmar. 

Yunus pointed out that 
while Bangladesh has shown 
empathy in hosting the Roh-
ingyas, the costs associated 
with this situation – social, 
economic, and environmental 
– are considerable. He empha-
sised that Bangladesh has 
reached its limits, adding that 
repatriation remains the only 

sustainable solution to the on-
going crisis. 

"Despite hosting the Roh-
ingyas with great empathy, a 
densely populated Bangladesh 
has been incurring so much in 
terms of social-economic-envi-
ronmental costs. These cul-
minate in a series of traditional 

and non-traditional security 
risks for us. Much of our own 
development gains are at stake. 
Clearly, Bangladesh has 
reached its limits. Therefore, as 
much as Bangladesh engages 
in humanitarian aspects or en-
suring justice, repatriation of 
the Rohingyas remains the 

only sustainable solution to the 
protracted crisis," Yunus said. 

The Nobel laurate  appealed 
to the international commu-
nity to revisit its approach to 
the Rohingya crisis. He  
warned that the Rohingya cri-
sis affected the whole region, 
not just Bangladesh, 

He noted that several inter-
national resolutions have 
called for conditions conduc-
ive to the safe return of the 
Rohingyas. However, since the 
crisis began seven years ago, 
no Rohingya has been able to 
return to Myanmar, which has 
created uncertainty for the dis-
placed community and their 
hosts, while humanitarian sup-
port continues to decline. 

"Several UN General Assem-
bly, Human Rights Council and 
even Security Council Resol-
utions on Myanmar have asked 
for creating a conducive en-
vironment for the dignified, 
safe and sustainable return of 
the Rohingyas. Regrettably, 
with the root causes of the cri-
sis in Myanmar not addressed 
in the last seven years, not a 
single Rohingya could return 
to their homeland," Yunus said. 
"Creating an inclusive society 
in Myanmar is key where all 
ethnic communities can live in 
peace and harmony.  

Bangladesh has reached its 
limits: Yunus on Rohingyas

PROBLEM | Country cannot sustain social-economic-environmental costs of 
refugees; calls for their repatriation to Myanmar, says Chief Advisor

Nearly 1 million people have found safety in Bangladesh with a majority living in the 
Cox Bazar’s region - home to the world’s largest refugee camp
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King blesses 
same-sex 
marriage 
Thailand's landmark 
marriage equality Bill was 
officially written into law on 
Tuesday, allowing same-
sex couples to legally wed. 
The law was published in 
the Royal Gazette after 
endorsement by King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn, and 
will come into effect in 120 
days. This means LGBTQ+ 
couples will be able to 
register their marriage in 
January next year, making 
Thailand the third place in 
Asia, after Taiwan and 
Nepal, to allow same-sex 
marriage.   
 
WASHINGTON 

Qatar in US visa 
waiver plan 
Qatar has become the first 
Gulf country admitted into 
the US visa waiver 
programme, the United 
States has announced, in a 
move that will allow Qatari 
citizens to travel visa-free 
to the country for up to 90 
days. In a joint statement 
on Tuesday, the US State 
Department and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security said Qatari 
citizens would be able to 
apply no later than 
December 1.  
 
USA 

Man executed 
for murder 
A Missouri man,  
Marcellus Williams, 55, 
who was convicted of 
breaking into a woman’s 
home and repeatedly 
stabbing her in 1998 was 
executed Tuesday over the 
objections of the victim’s 
family and the prosecutor, 
who wanted the death 
sentence commuted to life 
in prison. Williams was 
convicted for killing of 
Lisha Gayle, who was 
stabbed during the 
burglary of her suburban 
St. Louis home.  
 
AUSTRALIA 

Teen charged 
with murder  
An Australian teenager has 
been charged with  the fatal 
stabbing of a 16-year-old in 
the Australian state of 
Victoria. Victoria Police said 
on Wednesday that they had 
charged a 15-year-old boy 
with one count of murder 
after a 16-year-old was killed 
in a stabbing at a shopping 
centre in Melbourne's outer 
western suburbs on 
Tuesday. Emergency 
services were called  where 
the 16-year-old was found 
with life-threatening 
injuries. He died at the 
scene. The local 15-year-old 
would appear at a children's 
court at a later date.  

Biden, Yunus affirm close ties
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Chief Advisor to the Bangla-
desh interim government, 
Muhammad Yunus, met US 
President Joe Biden on Tues-
day, on the sidelines of the 79th 
United Nations General As-

sembly. 
President Biden congratu-

lated Yunus on his recent ap-
pointment as the head of the 
interim government. 

The two leaders affirmed 
the "close partnership" be-
tween the United States and 
Bangladesh, which is rooted in 

shared democratic values and 
strong people-to-people ties, a  
White House statement read. 

President Biden welcomed 
further engagement between 
the two governments and of-
fered continued US support as 
Bangladesh implements its 
new reform agenda. 


