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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Mellur 
on Thursday. Nitrogen dioxide level 
was at 1 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3

10 µg|m3
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Fishers stage protest as 1 still 
missing after boat capsizes
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Ramanathapuram 

DEMANDING the state govern-
ment to intensify the search for 
a fisherman, who went missing 
after their boat capsized at sea 
on Tuesday, fishermen and 
CITU cadres staged a protest in 
Rameswaram on Thursday. 

Two fishermen, who swam to 
Katchatheevu and were res-
cued by the Sri Lankan Navy, 
reached India by flight on 
Thursday. While one fisherman 
remains missing, the body of  
another fisherman, Emerit, 
was recovered on Wednesday. 

Even as the fisheries depart-

ment has deployed a team for 
the search operations, a group 
of  fishers associated with the 
CITU staged a protest outside 
the Token Centre.  Karuna-
moorthi of  CITU alleged that 
the search team was acting neg-
ligently. Despite seeking per-
mission and fuel to carry out 
search operations, the fisheries 
department has not provided 
any amenities, he alleged. 

The CITU leader pressed the 
concerned department and the 
state government to take action 
to search for the missing fisher-
man and also sought compensa-
tion for the kin of  the deceased 
fisherman. 

Udhayanidhi will become 
deputy CM soon: Moorthy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

UDHAYANIDHI Stalin will be given the deputy chief  minister 
post soon, said Commercial Taxes and Registration Minister P 
Moorthy on Thursday. The remark comes amid speculation of  a 
cabinet reshuffle in the offing. Addressing media persons after 
inaugurating an education loan mela at Lady Doak college here, 
the minister said, an official announcement on Udhayanidhi’s 
elevation would be made “very soon.” Udhayanidhi’s first welfare 
distribution function was held in Madurai after he assumed 
charge of  his current ministries. In line with this, the DMK leader 
is scheduled to distribute welfare measures to beneficiaries the 
district on September 9. The announcement of  his promotion to 
deputy CM post is expected to precede this event, sources said. 

On the subject of  tax evasion, Moorthy said, “The department 
is conducting a detailed field inspection to identify individuals 
who possess a GST number without actually operating a business. 
Reports will be sent to the union government so as to cancel their  
GST registrations.” The minister also stated that the target set for 
commercial tax collection is `1.42 lakh crore. 

Garlic prices hit ̀ 380/kg, 
consumers ‘peel’ the pinch
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dindigul

THE wholesale price of  garlic 
in the district has surged to 
`380 per kilogram, a significant 
increase from the `250 per kg 
rate that had prevailed over the 
past two weeks. The sharp rise 
is attributed to a steep decline 
in arrivals from other districts, 
coupled with rain that have 
damaged standing crops.

“The arrival of  garlic has 
dropped significantly from the 
hilly regions of  Kodaikanal, 
Ooty, and other areas. However, 
rain and frequent flooding have 
also damaged the crops over 
the past two months. Due to low 
arrivals and unusual demand, 
the price has increased within 
two weeks. Just a few tonnes of  
garlic are left in the entire mar-
ket, but the demand is high,” 
Md Sadiq, a wholesaler, told 
TNIE. 

Besides these two factors, the 

crop cycle is also affecting the 
supply. “Garlic (hill variety) is 
a 140-day crop, and normal gar-
lic (small variety) is a 90-day 
crop. Garlic is planted from 
September to October in north-
ern state, from August to No-
vember in southern states, and 
from March to April in the hills. 
When there is heavy rain, the 
output of  the harvest drops. 
Even arrivals from northern 
states have dropped significant-
ly over the past two months. 
The prices will increase soon in 
the upcoming days and could 
touch more than `400 per kilo-
gram,” M Manikandan, anoth-
er wholesaler, said.

Meanwhile, the price of  
broad beans (Avarai) has also 
climbed to `100 per kg in the 
wholesale markets of  Dindigul 
and Madurai. Traders have at-
tributed this increase to re-
duced arrivals, primarily due 
to persistent rain in the 
region.

2 Indian fishers jailed in Lanka for violating IMBL, 7 released
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai 

A Sri Lankan court sentenced 
two fishermen, including a boat 
driver and a second-time Inter-
national Maritime Boundary 
Line (IMBL) violator, to jail on 
Thursday. The court also or-
dered the release of  seven fish-
ermen, who were later handed 

over to the Indian Embassy 
officials. 

On July 23, the Sri Lankan 
Navy caught two fishing boats 
and arrested nine Indian fish-
ermen from Rameswaram for 
alleged violation of  the IMBL 
near Delft Island. The arrested 
fishermen were taken to the 
Kankesanthurai Harbour and 

handed over to the Mailadi 
Fisheries Inspector for further 
legal proceedings. After over a 
month of  legal custody, the fish-
ermen were produced before a 
Sri Lankan court on Thursday. 

Judge Nalini Subashkaran 
released seven fishermen un-
der the condition of  not violat-
ing the IMBL in the future. Sa-

h a y a  R o b e r t  ( 4 9 )  o f  
Rameswaram, the driver of  the 
first boat, was sentenced to one 
year imprisonment, while the 
second boat’s driver, Ha-
rikrishnan (50) of  Rameswar-
am, was sentenced to 18 months 
imprisonment as he was caught 
violating the IMBL for the sec-
ond time.  They were sent back 

to prison on Thursday. Mean-
while, fishermen’s associations 
condemned the continuous ac-
tion of  jailing Indian fisher-
men. Considering the welfare 
of  the fishermen, the union 
government should take imme-
diate action to secure the re-
lease of  jailed Indian fishers in 
Sri Lanka, they said. 

AN IDOL WORLD 
A guest worker from Rajasthan gives finishing touches to a Lord Ganesha idol, 

ahead of Vinayaka Chathurthi, near Mattuthavani in Madurai |  KK SUNDAR

Pay ward at GRH a success, rakes in `80L in yr
Inaugurated in March 2023, spl ward with rooms costing `1.2-2K per day has seen over 700 patients since opening 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

The pay ward facility at the 
Government Rajaji Hospital 
(GRH) has received an over-
whelming response and the fa-
cility reportedly earned over 
`80 lakh for the past year.

Speaking to TNIE, GRH RMO 
Dr J Saravanan said, “Over 700 
patients were admitted and re-
ceived treatments in these 
rooms, which come under the 
pay ward facility. One must 

note that these pay wards were 
opened at the Salem govern-
ment hospital. Now, at GRH, 16 
rooms of  pay wards (eight 
rooms in trauma care 
block and eight rooms 
in super specialty 
block)  have  been 
opened and the re-
sponse has been over-
whelming. There are some 
conditions for the pay ward cat-
egory and no special doctor or 
medical team is allocated. But 

the doctor who is responsible 
for the patient will treat them 
alone, and other doctors will 

not be allowed. Most im-
portantly, patients with 
chronic or complicated 
ailments will not treat-
ed be in these wards. 
Only patients will sta-

ble medical conditions 
will be allowed. Yet, pa-

tients welcomed such a facility 
at the GRH since the room has 
air-conditioning facility with 

attached restroom, dual cots for 
patients and their attenders, a 
cupboard, television, sofa and 
other necessary amenities. The 
charge is `1,200 per day for sin-
gle rooms and ̀ 2,000 per day for 
deluxe rooms. The pay wards 
have earned over ̀ 80 lakh from 
the date of  inauguration, and 
the funds have been transferred 
to the Tamil Nadu Medical 
Service Corporation.”

Speaking to TNIE, Red Cross 
Society (Madurai division) Co-

ordinator A Rajkumar said, 
“These rooms are mostly used 
by the middle-class. More im-
portantly, it shows that patients 
are ready to pay for such facili-
ties. We request the state gov-
ernment to reduce the tariff  to 
`500 per day and also increase 
the beds in the pay wards.”

The pay ward facility was in-
augurated at the GRH by Health 
Minister M Subramanian at an 
estimated cost of  `1.2 crore on 
March 2023.

EXPRESS READ
Stray cattle menace hits 
traders at Mattuthavani
Madurai: Despite the city 
corporation’s efforts to curb stray 
cattle menace, particularly near 
the Mattuthavani central market 
area, the issue continues to 
trouble traders and residents. 
Residents complain that dozens 
of bovines roam the streets, 
disrupting traffic and causing 
frequent accidents. Moreover, 
vendors at the market said that 
cattle eat the vegetables in the 
market and chase customers, 
affecting their trade. Recently, 
two chairpersons raised the issue 
during the council meeting. In 
response, the health officer of the 
city corporation said that they 
had roped in Jallikattu bull baiters 
to seize the stray cattle. ENS

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI
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