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In a move to honour the
legacy of Ayyankali, a pro-
minent social reformer
and a key �gure in Kerala’s
renaissance movement,
the Purogamana Kala Sah-
itya Sangam (PuKaSa) has
called for the establish-
ment of Ayyankali Chair in
all universities in Kerala. 

The demand was raised
on the second day of the
13th State conference of
the Sangam in Kannur
with focus on educating
the new generation about
Ayyankali’s contributions
to the �ght against cas-
teism and inequality.

Ayyankali award
The conference also

urged the State govern-
ment to introduce an Ay-
yankali award for the best
public school, recognising
institutions that uphold
the values that the social
reformer championed.
The Sangam praised the
State government for re-
naming Victoria Jubilee
Town Hall in Thiruvanan-
thapuram as Ayyankali
Hall, while also advocating

for the creation of more
institutions in his name.

In addition, the confe-
rence passed several reso-
lutions, including the
need for a public debate
on formulating a new �lm
policy, involving inputs
from a wide range of sta-
keholders beyond just
�lmmakers. 

GST on postal services
The other resolutions in-
cluded opposing the cur-
rent policy of the Entrance
Commissionerate, which
disadvantages Kerala sylla-
bus students in favour of
CBSE students in KEEM
Exams, and calling for the
withdrawal of GST on pos-
tal services.

Further demands in-
cluded revising the Kerala
Library Act to re�ect con-
temporary needs, imple-
menting strategies to at-
tract more students to
Malayalam medium
schools, and establishing
disaster risk prediction
centres in the State using
advanced technologies
such as arti�cial
intelligence.

The second day of the
conference commenced

with a general discussion
led by Deshabhimani resi-
dent editor M. Swaraj,
who emphasised the role
of art and literature as
tools in the struggle
against communal polit-
ics. He called on writers to
use their craft as a weapon
against the growing in-
�uence of communal forc-
es, drawing inspiration
from M. Mukundan’s no-
vel Ningal (You), which ad-
dresses the dangers of
communalism and racism.

Work outline presented
The day’s proceedings
concluded with Prof. M.M.
Narayanan presenting the
future work outline, fol-
lowed by responses from
key speakers.

The conference con-
cluded with the election of
new o�ce-bearers, with
Dr. Shaji N. Karun getting
elected as the State presi-
dent, K.P. Mohanan as
general secretary, M.K.
Manoharan as organising
secretary, and T.R. Ajayan
as treasurer. The State
committee now consists of
148 members, with 370
members in the State gen-
eral council.
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Felicitated: Shaji N. Karun, newly elected State president of the Purogamana Kala Sahitya Sangamam,

presents the souvenir of M. Muralidharan Drama Festival to E.P. Rajagopalan on the concluding day of

the PuKaSa State conference in Kannur on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

A police raid on a lottery
agency at Koliyur, Manjes-
waram, has revealed illegal
sale of fake lottery tickets
online, sparking a signi�-
cant investigation. The
shop was found to be alleg-
edly operating a fraudulent
lottery scheme in violation
of the Lottery Act.

The raid, conducted by
a team led by Manjeswa-
ram Special Investigation
Team o�cer Visakh result-
ed in the seizure of equip-
ment, including a laptop
and mobile phones, used
for the alleged illicit opera-

tion. The fake tickets were
being sold through a web-
site called Kerala Lottery
Online.in, which mimicked
the o�cial Kerala State Lot-
tery site.

Jojo, a resident of Majir-
palla and operator of the
lottery shop, is under in-
vestigation, with the police
suspecting that more indi-
viduals could be involved
in the scam. Inspector Tol-
son P. Joseph, who direct-
ed the raid, said that ar-

rests would be made after
further examination and
evidence collection.

The Lottery department
has reiterated that it does
not conduct any online lot-
tery sales, emphasising
that only paper lotteries
are legitimate. The inci-
dent has raised concerns
about the widespread sale
of counterfeit lottery tick-
ets across the State, with ci-
tizens calling for a deeper
investigation to identify
and apprehend those be-
hind the scam. Besides,
there are reports that sin-
gle-number lottery scams
are also rampant in the
area.

Police raid uncovers fake online
lottery operations at Manjeswaram 
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The fake tickets were
being sold through a
website called Kerala
Lottery Online.in

An elderly couple sus-
tained injuries in an attack
by a burglar who robbed
them at knife point on
Tuesday. They also lost a
gold chain of �ve sove-
reigns in the incident
which took place at Matha-
ra on Wednesday
morning.

The police registered a
case on a complaint by
Chandrasekharan Nair, 76,
and his wife Vijayakumari.
The masked attacker was
reportedly hiding inside
the kitchen, they said. 
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