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K Surendran @surendranbjp
On behalf of all Keralites, heartfelt thanks to Hon. PM @narendramodi Ji for approving the Palakkad 
industrial node under the National Industrial Corridor Development Programme! This transformative 
step will boost Kerala’s growth, create jobs, and put us on the map of global manufacturing.
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Shaji N Karun elected 
state prez of PuKaSa 
Kannur: At the 13th state 
conference of the Purogamana 
Kala Sahithya Sangham 
(PuKaSa) in Kannur, Shaji N 
Karun was elected as the state 
president, with Dr K P Mohanan 
serving as general secretary. M K 
Manoharan was appointed as 
organising secretary, and T R 
Ajayan took on the role of 
treasurer. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

We expect nod for GIFT 
City project soon: Min
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P 1

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kochi/Alappuzha

“THE state government has 
also demanded the implementa-
tion of  another pending project, 
the GIFT City. The NICDP has 
prepared a project report for 
the same. Though the state gov-
ernment appointed a consult-
ant for the project, the Centre 
directed them to pause the plan. 
We expect the Centre to approve 
it soon,” said Rajeeve.

“Chief  Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan discussed the project with 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
during his visit to New Delhi on 
Tuesday. These projects are ex-
pected to bring development to 
Palakkad and the state as a 
whole, and the state govern-
ment has taken all preliminary 
steps for its execution,” Rajeeve 
said.

Distillers vs excise dept: K’taka faces IML 
shortage as deadlock over AED continues
B A L A  C H A U H A N  @ Bengaluru

KARNATAKA is facing a short-
age of  Indian Made Liquor (IML). 
According to sources in the liq-
uor and hospitality industry, the 
state may run out of  IML if  the 
reported stalemate between the 
distillers and the excise depart-
ment on filing Ex Distillery Price 
(EDP), as per the new govern-
ment notification, is not resolved 
at the earliest. 

In the wake of  the stalemate, 
the distillers have not been able 
to indent their alcohol to Karna-
taka State Beverages Corpora-
tion Limited (KSBCL), which 
channelises and distributes duty 
paid liquor to excise licencees in 
the state. 

“This week, the distillers had 
no transaction with KSBCL be-
cause we are unable to file the 
EDP or the new declared price as 
per the notification issued on Au-
gust 23. The excise department is 
not allowing us to do so,” claimed 
sources in the industry.

“The loss to the state excheq-
uer in the absence of  any sale to 

KSBCL may be around ̀ 110 crore 
and `120 crore per day. Besides, 
if  the deadlock continues, the 
IML stocks in the state will 
deplete further,” they 
said. 

On Wednesday, the dis-
tillers met excise officials 
and appealed to them to 
approve their new declared 
prices as per the new notifica-
tion. “We have asked for an early 
resolution. There was some posi-
tive response, but we have to wait 
and watch,” said industry 
insiders.

Meanwhile, sources in the gov-
ernment said that they intend to 
resolve the ‘crisis’ at the earliest, 
but it may take at least a week to 

stabilise the IML inventory. The 
delay is reportedly being attrib-
uted to the scheduled three-day 
visit of  Arvind Panagariya led 
16th Finance Commission team 
to the state from August 29, on 
which the state machinery is 
focused.

Some leading liquor retailers 
(CL2) in the city said that their 
IML stocks have gone down to 
30%. “We are running out of  pop-
ular brands of  alcohol and are

forced to push other IML 
brands to customers,” said 

one of  them.
On August 23, the gov-

ernment issued two noti-
fications -- on rationali-

sation of  AED on IML 
slabs in higher segments 

for retailers and on minimum de-
clared price for distillers below 
which they are not allowed to 
invoice. 

The 18 excise slabs of  IML 
have been brought down to 16. 
The notification, however, has 
not mentioned the minimum re-
tail price (MRP) of  alcohol 
brands.

The loss to the state 
exchequer in the absence of 
any sale to KSBCL may be 
around L110 crore and L120 
crore per day. Besides, if the 
deadlock continues, the IML 
stocks in the state will deplete 
further

Sources in the liquor  
and hospitality industry

ED slaps 
`908-crore 
fine on DMK 
MP, family
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE Chennai zone of  the 
Enforcement Directorate 
has slapped a penalty of  
approximately `908 crore 
on DMK Member of  Par-
liament (MP) S Jagath-
rakshakan and his family 
members for alleged vio-
lations of  the Foreign Ex-
change Management Act 
(FEMA), the agency said 
on Wednesday.

Properties worth ̀ 89.19 
crore, seized under FEMA 
in 2020, were also ordered 
to be confiscated, the ED 
said.

“This is an outcome of  
adjudication proceedings 
under the Act during 
which the violations were 
clearly proved after care-
ful examination of  the al-
leged violations vis-à-vis 
written replies filed by 
the noticees (the MP and 
his family members),” the 
directorate said.

The ED has charged the 
MP, his family members, 
and a related company of  
violating FEMA provi-
sions in an investment of  
`42 crore in a Singapore-
based shell company Sil-
ver Park International 
Pte Ltd in 2017 made with-
out the approval of  the 
Reserve Bank of  India 
and acquiring and hold-
ing of  90 lakh foreign 
shares.

They were also charged 
with FEMA violations re-
garding an investment of  
`9 crore made by the MP 
in a Sri Lankan entity.

Properties worth ̀ 89.19 
crore in the form of  im-
movable assets such as 
agricultural land, plots 
and houses and movable 
properties like bank bal-
ances and shares were 
seized by the agency in 
2020 when the investiga-
tion under Section 37A of  
FEMA was completed in 
the cases.

Revival of Muthuvan Sangham comes as a ray of hope
Sangham to make tribal people aware of rights, work for community’s betterment; governing body to have 2 reps from each settlement

N E J M A  S U L A I M A N  @Idukki 

ALTHOUGH Edamalakkudy 
was formed as the state’s first 
tribal panchayat in 2010, it took 
14 years for the residents there 
to get an uninterrupted 4G net-
work facility in their settle-
ment. Network coverage be-
came a turning point in their 
path to development as the 
tribes, majority Muthuvans, 
formed a social media group 
comprising government offi-
cials to bring their issues to the 
attention of  the government. 
Now, in what is seen as yet an-
other milestone, the educated 
youths of  the community have 
formed an organisation to seek 
their rights and work for the 
betterment of  the community. 

The Muthuvan Adivasi 
Samudhaya Sangham is a re-
newed version of  the organisa-
tion formed by tribal leaders of  
the settlements in Devikulam 
Taluk of  Idukki way back in 
1995. “The Sangham was the 
brainchild of  a group of  facul-
ties of  the Gangothri School, 
opened by an NGO named World 

Vision at the Tank Kudi settle-
ment in Suryanelli in the 90s. 
The officials emphasised the 
need for a collective for the trib-
al people and the Sangham was 
formed under the leadership of  
the tribal chiefs of  various 
Muthuvan settlements in De-
vikulam in 1995. The Sangham 
has its registered office at 
Chembakathozhukudi in Sury-
anelli,” Sangham advisory com-
mittee member and media coor-
dinator Ramachandran told 
TNIE. 

Although the organisation 
was working smoothly until 
2008, the closure of  the school 
and the faculties moving to oth-
er parts of  the state stunted the 
activities of  the group. Moreo-
ver, there were no educated per-
sons in their community then 
to lead the collective. 

“When the idea of  forming a 
collective for the Muthuvan 
community was mooted again, 
instead of  forming a new one, 
renewing the old registered 
Sangham was the suggestion 

put forward by the tribal elders. 
So that the official proceedings 
and activities of  the Sangham 
can be expedited,” Ramachan-
dran said. 

A first of its kind
Although many socio-cultural 
organisations are there for trib-
al people in the state, a collec-
tive exclusively for Muthuvans 
aimed at their welfare, develop-
ment and progress is a first of  
its kind in Kerala. 

Muthuvan tribal settlers be-

longing to nearly 130 settle-
ments in Idukki, Ernakulam, 
Thrissur and Palakkad districts 
will  become part of  the 
organisation. 

In addition, Muthuvans set-
tled in tribal settlements locat-
ed on the Kerala - Tamil Nadu 
border near Devikulam Taluk, 
have also extended their sup-
port to the Sangham, he said. 

District panchayat member 
and Muthuvan community 
member C Rajendran told TNIE 
that even as the government 
has reserved seats for ST com-
munities in the local bodies, the 
representatives of  the commu-
nities are given no importance 
and least considered when it 
comes to implementing devel-
opment projects. “Moreover, in 
many tribal areas, the settlers 
are unaware of  their forest 
rights and this has resulted in 
loss of  their land. Many tribal 
settlements also lack basic in-
frastructure facilities including 
communication and transpor-
tation facilities,” he said. 

Rajendran said the ultimate 
aim of  the Sangham was to 

make the tribal people aware of  
their rights and demand the 
same. “The tribal people have 
become mere vote banks. The 
system should be changed and 
the tribal community will be or-
ganised to demand the neces-
sary facilities,” he said. 

The governing body of  the 
Sangham will be formed with 
two representatives from each 
tribal settlement. Elected per-
sons from the governing body 
will lead the executive or the 
state committee.  

Besides, there will be area 
committees and ooru commit-
tees which will be led by the 
tribal chiefs of  the respective 
tribal settlement. 

“Area committees in all tribal 
settlements in Devikulam 
Taluk, including Edamalakkudy, 
have already been formed. As 
soon as the committees in other 
districts and Ooru committees 
are formed, members of  the 
governing body and state com-
mittees will be elected. And we 
expect the Sangham to start 
functioning officially by Octo-
ber this year,” he said.

The area committee meeting held by the Muthuvan Adivasi Samudhaya Sangham at 
Edamalakkudy, Idukki, on Sunday

RENEWED VERSION
 Muthuvan Adivasi Samudhaya 

Sangham is a renewed version of 
the organisation formed in 1995

 It was the brainchild of a group 
of faculties of the Gangothri 
School, opened by an NGO named 
World Vision at the Tank Kudi 
settlement in Suryanelli

 It functioned smoothly until 
2008, but the closure of the 
school and the faculties moving 
to other parts of the state 
stunted the activities of the group

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P 1

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE friends and relatives of  
the suspects were also ques-
tioned as part of  the investiga-
tion. The duo will be trans-
ferred to Andhra Pradesh for 
further questioning. The NIA 
has so far arrested three peo-
ple in connection with the 
case, while two FIOs have been 
identified and charged.

In a related incident in De-
cember 2023, the Kochi City 
Police arrested Manjeri native 
Sreenish Pookkodan, an elec-
tronic mechanic at CSL, for al-
legedly sharing sensitive in-
formation and photographs 
with a woman he met on Face-
book. It was later revealed that 
the ‘Angel Payal’ Facebook ac-
count was operated by FIOs in 
Pakistan to extract informa-
tion from individuals working 
a t  s e n s i t i v e  I n d i a n 
installations.

CSL has also seen two other 
security breaches in recent 
years. In 2021, police arrested 
Afghan national Abbas Khan, 
alias Idgul, for using a fake In-
dian identity to work at CSL, 
and in 2019, two individuals 
from Bihar and Rajasthan 
were arrested for stealing crit-
ical computer components 
from India’s first indigenous 
aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant.

Suspects to be 
taken to AP for 
questioning

CM Pinarayi Vijayan 
discussed the project with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during his visit to New 

Delhi on Tuesday. These projects are 
expected to bring development to 
Palakkad and the state as a whole

P Rajeeve, Industries Minister
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Mobile No. 96461-22067
E-Tender Enq. No. 559/P-1/EMPW-12790  Dated 27.08.2024 

Dy. Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP, Roopnagar invites 
E-Tender ID No.2024_POWER_126174_1 for the work of Collection & Preparation of Coal 
& biomass pelettes, Collection of Ash, Gas, Oil, Pollution monitoring samples and other 
Miscellaneous works of D.M.Plant at GGSSTP, Rupnagar, For detailed NIT & Tender 
Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 27.08.2024 / 05:00 PM 
onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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