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Dr Anil Chandran S, As-
sistant Professor of  the De-
partment of  Demography 

and the Direc-
tor of  the Popu-
lation Research 
Centre (PRC) at 
the University 
of  Kerala, has 
been elected as 
the general sec-
retary of  the 

Indian Association for the 
Study of  Population (IASP) 
for the term 2024-2026. He is 
the second Malayali to hold 
this position since the asso-
ciation’s establishment in 
1972.

Anil Chandran has had a 
distinguished career in de-
mography, with extensive ex-
perience in both academic 
and research roles. His con-
tributions to the field, partic-
ularly in the areas of  popula-
tion research and policy, have 
been widely recognised.
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Union Minister Shri @GeorgekurianBjp was elected to the Rajya Sabha. He 
contested from Madhya Pradesh and was elected unopposed. Congratulations.
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Financial corp to organise Startup Conclave tomorrow
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@T’Puram

THE Kerala Financial Corpora-
tion (KFC) will organise 
‘Startup Conclave 2024’ 
i n  T h i r u v a n a n -
thapuram on Thurs-
day to bring together 
entrepreneurs, inves-
tors, industry leaders, 
and government officials 
to network, share ideas, and 
explore opportunities.   

The event, which will be inau-
gurated by Finance Minister K 
N Balagopal at Hyatt Regency, 
will also showcase innovative 

startups funded by the KFC, 
said an official release.

KFC Startup Kerala, a flag-
ship initiative of  the KFC, pro-

vides comprehensive sup-
port to promising startups 

at all stages.
The scheme offers at-

tractive interest rates, 
collateral-free loans and 

flexible funding options 
to meet the diverse needs 

of  emerging businesses. So far, 
it empowered 61 technology-
based startups with a total of  
`78.52 crore in loans. 

The organisation aims to as-
sist at least 100 startups this 

year. General Education Minis-
ter V Sivankutty, KFC chairman 
and MD Sanjay Kaul and repre-
sentatives from government 
agencies and industry associa-
tions will address the conclave. 

It will also feature the KFC 
Startup Awards Ceremony, the 
release of  KFC’s Annual Report 
for FY 2023-24 and handing over 
dividend cheque to  the 
government.

Increase in net profit
Over the past three financial 
years, KFC’s net profit surged 
by 957.14% (from `6.58 crore to 
` 74.04 crore), reflecting effec-

tive strategies and strong finan-
cial management, the release 
said. The loan portfolio expand-
ed from `4,621.12 crore to 
`7,368.32 crore. 

KFC’s commitment to finan-
cial responsibility is evident in 
the improved asset quality 
(gross NPA: 2.88%, net NPA: 
0.68%) and the ̀ 57.81 crore divi-
dend declared to the state 
government. 

These achievements under-
score KFC’s role as a leading fi-
nancial institution in Kerala, 
dedicated to empowering MS-
MEs and driving economic 
growth.

Waste menace near airport: Corp 
takes action after DGCA intervenes
S H A I N U  M O H A N  @T’Puram 

IN RESPONSE to mounting 
complaints from airport au-
thorities, the City Corporation 
has finally initiated measures to 
tackle the increasing waste 
problems and the surge in the 
number of  bird hits which are 
affecting the operations of  
Thiruvananthapuram Interna-
tional Airport. 

Last week, the Directorate 
General of  Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) convened a crucial 
meeting with the state govern-
ment urging immediate inter-
vention to address the waste-
related issues in the areas 
surrounding the airport. Ac-
cording to airport officials, the 
DGCA has already sent letters 
highlighting the severity of  the 
issue to the District Collector 
and Corporation Secretary. 

The dumping of  slaughter 
and poultry waste in the vicini-
ty of  the airport has been a con-
cern always, as the accumula-
tion of  waste attracts birds 

leading to frequent bird strikes 
at the airport. Following strict 
directions from the state gov-
ernment after the DGCA meet-
ing, the civic authorities have 
taken a slew of  measures to ad-
dress the issue. 

It is learned that there are 
around 50 shops in the corpora-
tion wards surrounding the air-
ports. According to officials, the 
traders were not cooperating 
with the existing arrangement. 

“We identified all the critical 
locations and cleared the dump-
sites and after several rounds of  
discussions and negotiations 
the traders have agreed to coop-
erate with us. We are providing 
the services to the traders at a 
discounted rate of  ̀ 3 per kg. We 
have engaged a private service 
provider to collect and trans-
port the poultry waste to Er-
nakulam,” said a senior official 
of  the City Corporation. Ap-
proximately around 1.7 tonnes 
of  slaughter and poultry waste 
is generated in these areas daily. 
For scientifically handling the 
carcasses and remains of  large 
animals after slaughtering, the 
civic body has tied up with two 
fish farms in Thiruvalla and 
Kottayam. 

“We have started getting re-
sults and dumping has come 
down significantly. If  the trad-
ers don’t cooperate with the 
present arrangement we will 
suspend their licences,” said the 
official. In an effort to curb fur-
ther dumping of  waste, the civ-

ic body jointly with the airport 
authorities have formed a sur-
veillance team to ensure con-
tinuous monitoring. 

Rendering plant to be 
established soon  

The City Corporation has al-
ready identified land for setting 
up a rendering plant to treat 
slaughter waste. The airport 
authorities have promised to 
find funds for the project under 
its CSR scheme. “We have 
opened the EoI (Expression of  
Interest) and there are around 
three eligible agencies. We will 
be visiting their facilities soon 
before selecting the right agen-
cy for us. The Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) will be awarded 
after that. The airport will be 
chipping in around ̀ 1 crore for 
the project, the civic body will 
find the rest of  the funds for ex-
ecuting it. We are still working 
out a model for the implemen-
tation of  the project,” said a 
senior official of  the City 
Corporation.

Increasing waste problems & surge in number of bird hits are affecting operations of airport

Chief minister to launch 
zero-profit anti-cancer 
drug project tomorrow

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

CHIEF Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan will inaugurate a project 
of  the health department aimed 
at providing cancer medicines 
without taking any profit 
through selected Karunya Com-
munity Pharmacies across the 
state on Thursday. The inaugu-
ration will be held online. 

Health Minister Veena 
George will preside over the 
function at the Karunya phar-
macy outlet at the OP Block of  
Thiruvananthapuram Medical 
College Hospital.

In the first phase, 247 branded 
oncology medicines will be 
made available through 14 
Karunya pharmacies in each 
district. These pharmacies will 
have a special counter named 
‘Karunya Sparsham- zero profit 
anti-cancer drug’ to dispense 
the medicines.

Apart from the Thiruvanan-
thapuram MCH, the medicines 

will be available at the Karunya 
pharmacies in Government 
Kollam Victoria Hospital, 
Pathanamthitta General Hospi-
tal, Alappuzha MCH, Kottayam 
MCH, Idukki Nedunkandam 
Taluk Hospital, Ernakulam 
MCH, Thrissur MCH, Palakkad 
District Hospital, Tirur District 
H o s p i t a l ,  M a l a p p u r a m , 
Kozhikode MCH, Mananthava-
di District Hospital, Pariyaram 
Medical College, Kannur, and 
Kasaragod General Hospital.

14 Karunya pharmacies 
to dispense medicines
In the first phase, 247 branded 
oncology medicines will be 
made available through 14 
Karunya pharmacies in each 
district. Pharmacies will have 
a special counter named 
‘Karunya Sparsham - zero 
profit anti-cancer drug’ to 
dispense the medicines

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Children in care homes 
to get reservation for  

UG courses  
T’Puram: In a bid to encourage 

children lodged in care homes to 
pursue higher education, the 

government has decided to reserve 
seats for them for various degree 
programmes. Sseats are reserved 

for children in care homes for 
higher secondary and general 

nursing courses 

Women’s football 
tourney kicks o�

T’Puram: The fourth edition of 
Raviz Prathidhwani 5s Women’s 
Football Tournament, organised 

by Prathidhwani, the welfare and 
recreation forum of IT employees, 

kicked off at Technopark on 
Tuesday. Former Indian footballer 
Angel Adolphus inaugurated the 

tournament.

Applications invited for 
admission at K V Pattom

T’Puram: Applications have been 
invited for admission to a few 

vacant seats in Classes II and III in K 
V Pattom Shift 2. Children who have 

completed 7 years as on March 31 and 
below 9 years can apply for Class II 
and those who have completed 8 
years as on March 31 and below 10 

years can apply for Class III. 

Passport services on 
Aug 30 cancelled

T’Puram: All passport/police 
clearance certificate appointments 

booked on August 30 at all Seva 
Kendras under the jurisdiction of 

Regional Passport Office, have 
been cancelled due to technical 
maintenance of Passport Seva 

portal from 8pm on August 29 to
6am on September 2.

IASP gets 
new general 
secretary

Kollam GMC’s Type-3 flat complex 
remains neglected for 10 years
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kollam

IN A glaring example of  taxpay-
ers’ money being squandered, a 
Type-3 flat complex at the Gov-
ernment Medical College at 
Paripally has been remaining 
idle for the past 10 years. Com-
pleted in 2014 at a cost of  `6 
crore, the complex was intended 
to house nurses and other 
healthcare staff  alongside the 
hospital’s main complex. 

However, despite the comple-
tion of  the building, it has never 
been opened to staff, forcing per-
sonnel from other districts to 
seek costly accommodation out-
side the hospital. 

The apartment complex, 
which consists of  10 storeys 
with four apartments on each 
floor, features two bedrooms, a 
kitchen, and a veranda in each 
apartment. According to sourc-
es at the hospital, the building 
has been overrun by nature and 
has become a shelter for stray 
dogs. 

To make matters worse, anti-
social elements have reportedly 
taken advantage of  the situa-

tion, causing further damage. 
Windows on the ground floor 
have been shattered, adding to 
the building’s dilapidated state. 

“There are four types of  flats 
for hospital staff, including doc-
tors. Type-3 is reserved for nurs-
es and office workers. However, 
since these flats remain unavail-
able, nurses and office workers 
from other districts are forced 
to pay exorbitant rents for ac-
commodation outside. Despite 
repeated appeals, no action has 
been taken to open the flat 
complex. 

Recently, some clearance was 
done around the flat complex, 
but it was merely superficial. 
Overgrown grass and bushes 
have taken over the premises of  
the building and students and 
staff  members are afraid to go 
near it. The situation is worsen-
ing,” said a source at Paripally 
Medical College.

Meanwhile, the flat complex 
has yet to receive approval from 
the fire and safety department, 
as it lacks essential safety equip-
ment. Additionally, the staircase 
remains incomplete. An esti-
mated `75 lakh is needed to ful-
fil  the safety equipment 
requirements.  

“The flat complex has not yet 
been sanctioned by the fire and 
safety department. The neces-
sary work on safety equipment 
has not even begun, which is the 
main reason the flats remain 
closed to staff. Security measures 
at the hospital will be enhanced, 
with additional personnel sta-
tioned at the main gate and con-
ducting regular night patrols 
around the compound,” stated 
an official from the Medical 
College.

�Four bird hits a month on 
average

�Around 50 cases reported last 
year including both confirmed  
and suspected ones

Overgrown grass and bushes 
have taken over the 
premises of the building and 
students and staff members 
are afraid to go near it.  
The situation is worsening —  
A source at Paripally Medical 
College

Surge in bird hits


