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Yellow alert issued in northern districts
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has predicted that rainfall in the 
northern districts will intensify in the 
coming days. 

A yellow alert has been issued in 
Kozhikode, Kannur, and Kasaragod for 
Wednesday, followed by an orange alert 
in  Ko zhikode and Kannur for 
Thursday. 

The offshore trough now runs from 
south Gujarat to central Kerala coast. 

According to the IMD, rain or  
thundershower is most likely to occur at 
most places in the state till Sept- 
ember 2. 

Thunderstorms with lightning are 
likely to occur at one or two places in the 
state till Wednesday. Fishermen are ad-
vised not to venture into the sea till Au-
gust 31. 

Bayar in Kasaragod received the max-
imum rainfall of  11 cm on Tuesday, fol-
lowed by Cheruvanchery (9 cm) in 
Kannur.

George Kurian elected to RS unopposed
Kochi: Union minister and BJP Kerala general secretary George 
Kurian was elected unopposed to the Rajya Sabha from 
Madhya Pradesh on Tuesday. The BJP had announced George 
as its candidate for the RS seat from Madhya Pradesh that fell 
vacant following the election of Union minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia to the Lok Sabha in June. The decision to include Kurian 
in the Modi government as a minister of state came as a 
surprise to the state leadership of the BJP. He was declared 
winner as no other candidate entered the fray.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Kerala to study amoebic infection, 
prepare action plan: Health min
Health department has also decided to assess the condition of water bodies in the state

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE health department has de-
cided to take up research on 
amoebic meningoencephalitis 
after the deadly infection has 
been reported in different dis-
tricts in the state, said Health 
Minister Veena George. The de-
partment will study the rise in 
the number of  cases of  the dis-
ease in the state. 

The research, according to 
the minister, will be the first 
such attempt made at the global 
level. She was speaking at a 
technical workshop organised 
by the department at the Gov-
ernment Medical College here 
on Tuesday. 

The research will be based on 
the One Health approach in col-
laboration with expert organi-
sations like ICMR and the In-
dian Institute of  Science. 
Experts from ICMR, IAV, Pon-

dicherry AV Institute, Indian 
Institute of  Science, Pollution 
Control Board, Medical Col-
lege, rapid response team, state 
public health lab, etc. spoke at 
the workshop. 

The Environmental Engi-
neering Department of  Kerala 
University and the Pollution 
Control Board presented a de-

tailed study report on the fac-
tors that favour the growth of  
amoeba. The department has 
also decided to assess the condi-
tion of  water bodies in the state 
and an action plan will be for-
mulated based on the one 
health approach. 

Though considered rare and 
highly fatal, the state reported 

19 cases which included 5 casu-
alties. When there was a cluster 
in Thiruvananthapuram, the 
first case was detected and then 
other infected people were iden-
tified. Only 11 people have re-
covered from the disease in the 
world.

“The state has been able to 
improve the recovery rate. So 
far, 4 people have recovered 
from the disease in the state,” 
said the minister. All the con-
firmed cases in Kerala have 
had contact in one way or the 
other with contaminated water 
where amoeba is likely to be 
present. 

It was also decided to conduct 
a case-control study with the 
help of  ICMR and the National 
Institute of  Epidemiology to 
find out the reason why only 
some of  those who used the 
same water source developed 
the disease.

One Health approach
The research will be based on the 
One Health approach in 
collaboration with expert 
organisations like ICMR and the 
Indian Institute of Science.

It was also decided to conduct a 
case-control study with the help 
of ICMR and the National 
Institute of Epidemiology to find 
out the reason why only some of 
those who used the same water 
source developed the disease.

Madras HC halts Nilgiris resorts demolition by 2 weeks, seeks clarification from TN govt
S  V  K R I S H N A  C H A I T A N Y A  @Chennai

THE first bench of  the Madras 
High Court has given two-week 
interim relief  to 35 resorts in 
the Nilgiris facing demolition 
for being located inside the noti-
fied Sigur elephant corridor.

On August 16, executive offic-
ers of  Sholur and Masinagudi 
town panchayats had issued 
demolition notices to resort 

owners, directing them to raze 
the buildings within 15 days, 
failing which the government 
will demolish them and recover 
the costs from them. The demo-
lition notices were issued based 
on the order from the Supreme 
Court-appointed three-member 
Sigur Plateau Elephant Inquiry 
Committee.

In response, a few resort own-
ers filed a writ petition chal-

lenging the order and demoli-
tion notices, claiming that the 
inquiry committee went be-
yond its scope, from con-
ducting inquiry into al-
legations of  arbitrary 
variance in the acreage 
of  the elephant corridor 
to declaring the property 
title of  the resort owners as 
null and void under the Tamil 
Nadu Preservation of  Private 

Forest Act (TNPPF) 1949. When 
the matter came up for hearing, 

the first bench, comprising 
of  Acting Chief  Justice D 
Krishna Kumar and Jus-
tice P B Balaji, sought 
clarification from the 
Tamil Nadu government 

whether it can act upon 
the inquiry committee’s re-

port or should it be placed be-
fore the Supreme Court. 

The HC also wondered wheth-
er it can admit the writ chal-
lenging the findings of  an in-
quiry committee appointed by 
the Supreme Court.

Subsequently, the court ad-
journed the matter and asked 
the Additional Advocate Gen-
eral J Ravindran, representing 
the state, not to take any action 
for two weeks until clarification 
was provided. Senior Advocate 

Salman Kurshid, appearing for 
the resort owners, had sought 
the interim protection.

AAG Ravindran told TNIE 
that the inquiry committee was 
empowered by the Supreme 
Court to pass final orders.  
“The chief  secretary had con-
vened a meeting, attended by all 
the officials concerned, and de-
cided to proceed with the imple-
mentation of  the inquiry com-

mittee’s order,” he said.
Sources from the forest de-

partment told TNIE that after 
the chief  secretary’s meeting, a 
department order was issued to 
the Nilgiris collector to execute 
the demolition as ordered by the 
inquiry committee.The resort 
owners vehemently argued that 
the inquiry committee wrong-
fully declared their property ti-
tles void under the TNPPF Act.

M B Rajesh @MBRajeshCPM
There will be a criminal investigation into 
the sexual harassment allegations in Molly-
wood. Justice will be served.
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CM seeks L2,000-cr aid from PM for Wayanad
T’Puram: Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has requested Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to approve I2,000 core financial aid to 
Wayanad for the rehabilitation of landslide-affected people. 
The CM also handed over a memorandum in addition to the 
detailed list of required assistance submitted to the central 
government earlier and appealed to the PM for speedy action.  

SOAKING UP THE SUN
As the rain subsided on Tuesday, two women make use of the sun to dry fish. A scene from Vypeen in Kochi  |  T P SOORAJ

NA.Hsg-5 - RANIPET CO-OPERATIVE HOUSE BUILDING SOCIETY LTD.,
No. 13, Taluk Katcheri Street, Walajapet - 632 513. Ranipet District.

Mobile : 99407 96161 & 63696 18681

SALE OF VACANT SITE
Online Tender are invited by the Ranipet Co-operative House Building 
Society Ltd., for the sale of vacant land (Allotted for Nursery School purpose) 
via Tender portal.

TENDER REFERENCE No.     : RPT/1/RCHBS/2024
TENDER ID  :  2024_RCSH_475983_1
WEBSITE  : http://tntender.gov.in/nicgep/app.

Last Date of E-Tender   : 26.09.2024 Evening 4.00 p.m.
Secretary Administrator
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