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Kotak Mahindra Bank Appointments
Kedarswamy as Head of Marketing

Ahmedabad, Kotak
Mahindra Bank Ltd (“KMBL” /
“Bank”) announced the
appointment of Kedarswamy
(Kedar) Ravangave as Head of
Marketing for Consumer and
Commercial Bank. Kedar joins
Kotak Mahindra Bank from
Amazon India, where he was
a pivotal member of the
leadership team, driving
marketing, brand, and
category initiatives. With
extensive experience across
esteemed organizations like
Marico and Amazon India,
Kedar brings a wealth of
knowledge and expertise to
Kotak. He holds a B.Tech in
Electronics and
Communication from Malaviya
National Institute of
Technology Jaipur and an MBA
from Symbiosis Institute of

Business Management, Pune.
Kedar will be working closely
with Consumer and
Commercial Bank business
teams on driving marketing
initiatives and shall report to
Rohit Bhasin, President, Head
– Propositions & Chief
Marketing Officer, Kotak
Mahindra Bank.

Rohit Bhasin said, "We are
delighted to welcome Kedar to
the Kotak family. With his
extensive experience in e-
commerce and FMCG, and his
proven track record in
marketing, Kedar will be
instrumental in our efforts to
build Kotak as the go to
financial services brand for the
Aspirational Indian. His
leadership and innovative
approach, combined with his
strong focus on customer
centricity, will help us navigate
the dynamic market landscape
and achieve our strategic
objectives ".(20-4)

Snake Squad and Desi Feels on
Sony BBC Earth this August!

Ahmedabad, This August,
Sony BBC Earth brings forth an
experience filled with
adventure and desi feels like
never before! Right from taking
viewers on a trail to rescue
snakes with ‘Snake Squad’, to
‘Desi Feels’ showcasing the
diverse cultures of India and
exploring the hidden gems that
the country has to offer, there
is something in store for
everyone. Featuring the heroic
efforts of snake rescuers in
India, ‘Snake Squad’ explores
the pressing issue of snakes
seeking refuge in urban areas
due to human encroachment.
Premiering on August 20th at
12:00 PM and 09:00 PM, the
series showcases young
individuals who have given up
their successful careers to

rescue snakes and return them
to the wild. The viewers will
witness the journey of Alex
Carpenter as he travels
across India to join the Snake
Squad and uncover their
motivations for taking on this
perilous task. Along with
travel and adventure, Sony
BBC Earth adds a dose of
exploration with its
Independence Day line-up
titled ‘Desi Feels’. The special
segment will air on August
15, 9:00 AM onwards and
cover shows such as
‘Ganges’, ‘Where the Wild
Men Are with Ben Fogle’,
‘Extreme Fishing with Robson
Green’, ‘Rick Stein’s India’,
‘Joanna Lumley’s Spice Trail
Adventure’, ‘Hidden India’ and
‘Joanna Lumley’s India’. (20-4)

Scimplify is Revolutionizing Speciality Chemicals
Research and Manufacturing

Ahmedabad, Speciality
chemical manufacturing
startup Scimplify announced
today that it has raised USD
9.5 mi l l ion in Ser ies A
funding. The round was led
by Omnivore, alongside
Bertelsmann India
Investments and existing
investors 3one4 Capital and
Beenext. Scimpl ify is a
leading specialty chemicals
company in India offering a
science-first, end-to-end
contract manufacturing
platform for agrochemicals,
phar-maceuticals, Industrial
and flavors & fragrances
sectors. Scimplify is at the
forefront of revolutionizing
the specialty chemicals

industry with its inhouse
research, and fungible
manufacturing capabilities.
By leveraging cutting-edge
technologies and a deep
understanding of chemical
processes, Scimplify enables
manufacturers to efficiently
scale production, optimize
processes, and meet
stringent quality standards.
Not just that, Scimplify
empowers over 150
manufacturers to utilize their
ideal capacity by leveraging
their global demand network
and by provding unique
technologies with high
potential margins. Scimplify's
team of dedicated scientists
ensures a seamless and
efficient tech transfer process
to manufacturing units,
enabling smooth integration
and operational success.  With
a wide range of 2000+
products and shipping to more
than 5 countries scimplify is on
the path to be a global leader
in the speciality chemicals
industry. (20-4)

Ragini Shah and Apara Mehta Bring
Magic to United State of Gujarat

Ahmedabad, COLORS
Gujarati brings you a
heartwarming new show
'United State of Gujarat',
celebrating the power of
relationships and family
bonds. The show reunites the
iconic duo, Ragini Shah and
Apara Mehta, who shares a
special on-screen and off-
screen chemistry. These
seasoned actresses, who
share a rich history of not only
professional but also personal
friendship, are seen gracing
the screen together once more
while giving the audiences
another reason to be glued to
their screens and the show.
Ragini Shah and Apara Mehta
have long been celebrated
figures in the world of
entertainment. Their
chemistry and camaraderie
have previously l it up
numerous shows. Their on-
screen partnership in United
State of Gujarat reflects their
offscreen equation which is
nothing less than a testament
to their deep-rooted
friendship.  In the show,
Ragini Shah plays Suryakanta

Vaishnav, a strong-willed
family matriarch dedicated to
upholding tradition and
managing the family business.
Apara Mehta portrays Indira
Rangwala, Suryakanta's loyal
childhood friend who stands by
her through all challenges,
embodying steadfast support and
friendship. Moreover, the show
boasts of a stellar cast with Raj
Anadkat as Keshav, Sana Amin
Sheikh as Kay and Vandana
Vithalani and Chayya.  (19-8)

Lenovo Announces Back to
College Offers

Ahmedabad, Prepare for
an amazing academic year
with Lenovo's exclusive back-
to-college offers, valid until
August 18, 2024, on their
latest laptops and desktops.
Whether you need a reliable
device to complete your
assignments, powerful
performance for creative
projects, or top-notch tech to
shine in your college life -
there's a device for every
need. Discover top devices and
take advantage of incredible
discounts on the best
technology solutions at
unbeatable prices.

Lenovo LOQ: The latest
Lenovo LOQ gaming laptops
come with fast & powerful
Intel® Core™ HX processors
& NVIDIA® GeForce RTX™
GPUs that enable users to
game with stunning visuals

and seamless gameplay
experience. The all new Hyper
Chamber Thermal Technology
keeps things frosty while
delivering whisper-quiet
performance. With Lenovo AI
Engine+, fueled by the LA1 AI
chip, adjust the laptop's
settings based on real-time
system monitoring. Say
goodbye to the hassle of
manual adjustments when
juggling CPU-intensive
college-work with GPU-
demanding games. Its 15.6-
inch FHD display with a 144Hz
refresh rate provides smooth
and vivid visuals and
Nahimic® Audio by
SteelSeries offers gamers
immersive 3D audio that
enhances in-game experience.
The Lenovo LOQ  laptop is
available at a starting price of
?70,356. (19-10)

myTrident eyes growth of 40% in FY
25 by doubling its retail touchpoints

Ahmedabad, myTrident, the
flagship domestic home
furnishing brand of Trident
Group, unveiled its Fall-Winter '24
collection today at Andaz,
Aerocity, New Delhi. Dr. Rajinder
Gupta, Chairman Emeritus,
Trident Group, inaugurated the
five-day Associate meet by
addressing more than 1500
retailers under the captivating
theme of 'Home Coming.'
myTrident is targeting a
significant growth trajectory,
aiming to double its revenue to
INR 1000 crores + in next 3 years
by expanding its retail presence

and strengthening its foothold in
existing markets. The brand's
growth strategy is to increase
presence through both offline and
online on all major metros, Tier
2 and 2 cities, and strengthening
its position in quick commerce.
"We are targeting a significant
growth trajectory in the coming
months, with a focus on
penetrating new markets and
strengthening our foothold in
existing ones. Our vision is, 'ghar
ghar mein myTrident,' and we
want to penetrate pan India with
myTrident products available at
every retail touch point. (20-4)

Akasa Air completes its
second successful year

Ahmedabad, Akasa Air,
India's fastest-growing airline,
celebrates its second
anniversary today, marking an
extraordinary journey
evidenced by significant
milestones for any Indian
airl ine in the history of
aviation. The airline operated
its first commercial flight on
07 August 2022 from Mumbai
to Ahmedabad, redefining the
representation of an Indian
airline led by its empathetic
service culture, reliable
operations and affordable
fares.  Akasa Air has
consistently been India's most
on-time airline. This, together
with its operational efficiencies
and extremely positive
customer feedback has made
it the preferred carrier of over
11 million passengers in India
since its inception. In line with
its endeavour to cater to the
growing demand for air travel
by connecting people,
cultures, and regions, Akasa
Air has registered triple-digit
growth and continues to be the
fastest-growing airline in
global aviation history

Celebrating the milestone,
Vinay Dube, Founder and CEO,
Akasa Air, said, "Two years
ago, we embarked on a

journey with a vision to
redefine air travel, and today,
I can proudly say that we have
successfully delivered on our
purpose while upholding our
commitment to reliability,
service excellence and
affordability. We offer an
unparalleled flying experience
with the most comfortable seat
in the Indian skies, a fresh in-
cabin experience and our
carefully curated culinary
offerings, delivered by our
empathetic crew.(20-4)

Nissan Launches Freedom Offer
Ahmedabad, Nissan Motor

India (NMIPL) launched its
‘Freedom Offer special
bonanza for all defence
personnel and central / state
police departments on its
bestselling Big, Bold and
Beautiful Nissan Magnite. The
bonanza can be availed by
booking the car via the CSD
route which gives tax benefits
to India’s Defence Forces
personnel and Nissan has
extended the same bonanza
to all Central Paramilitary &
State Police forces personnel
across India. The ‘Freedom
Offer’ special bonanza pricing
has been designed to replicate
the introductory prices of the
car when it was launched back
in December 2020, specifically
as a special bonanza for the
India’s Armed Forces and
Central / State Security
services. Saurabh Vatsa,
Managing Director, Nissan
Motor India, said on the
launch of the Freedom Offer,
“As we commemorate
Independence Day, we are
proud to present our Big, Bold,
and Beautiful Nissan Magnite

to our Armed Forces, Central
Paramilitary Forces & State
Police Forces personnel at a
never-before special price.
We deeply honour the real
heroes of our nation—our
defence and paramilitary
personnel—whose sacrifices
ensure our safety and
freedom. It is our privilege to
extend this special offer as a
gesture of gratitude for their
unwavering dedication and
service.” (22-2)

Adani Foundation felicitated with
Van Pandit Award

Ahmedabad, The Adani
Foundation has won Van
Pandit Award for planting
more than 1,70,000 trees in
Mundra, Gujarat in 2022-23.
The honour was conferred on
the organization at an award
ceremony held on 8 August
2024 at the state-level Forest
Festival at Devbhoomi Dwarka.
Chief Minister of Gujarat Shri
Bhupendra Bhai Patel gave
away the awards and Mr
Karshanbhai Gadhavi, senior
project officer who oversees
the plantation drive, received
the award on behalf of the
Foundation. This achievement
has ranked the Foundation at
number one among the

prominent organizations
carrying out tree plantation in
the country. It is a proud
moment for Adani Foundation
as this award coincides with
its 28th anniversary. This
felicitation will further boost
its afforestation work. This
year, the Foundation is
planting over 57,000 trees.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Minister Shri
Bhupendrabhai Patel said,
"Each one of us should plant
one tree in the name of our
mother and our ancestors
towards making our earth
green. The target of Gujarat
state is to plant 17 crore trees
by March 2025." (19-11)

Artha Bharat Investment Managers IFSC LLP
commences operations in GIFT City

Ahmedabad, Artha Bharat
Investment Managers IFSC
LLP launched operations at the
Gujarat International Finance
Tec-City - International
Financial Services Centre
(GIFT-IFSC).  It recently
secured a license from IFSCA
as Fund Management Entity.
Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas
and CNK Khandwala &
Associates were the advisers
for setting up of the entity.
Speaking at the Inaugural
event held at Gift City Club on
the 9th August 2024, Sachin
Sawrikar, Founder &
Managing Partner said, “The
Gift City entity will be a key
part of our growth strategy as
we believe that it offers an
excellent platform to offer
diverse investment products
addressing global markets
and in particular the fast

growing Indian markets”.
“We would be moving our

largest fund with AuM of over
Rs 1,100 cr (USD 130 million)
from Mauritius to Gift City as
Artha Global Opportunity
Fund.  This reinforces our
commitment to Gift City”, he
added. The inaugural event
was held at Radisson Gift City
Club on 9th August.  It was
attended by many dignitaries
as Guests of Honour.  The
event was addressed by Mr.
Sandip Shah, Asst VP, Gift
City, Mr. Rajesh Sharma, EVP,
HDFC Bank and Mr. Vivaik
Sharma, Partner, Cyril
Amarchand Mangaldas.  They
congratulated Artha Bharat for
commencing the operations
and highlighted the benefits of
Gift City and elaborated on the
new proposals in the latest
budget. (19-8)

General studies but a dream for poor-middle class!
Ahmedabad, The number

of government universities in
Gujarat is barely 18, whereas
private universities are
scattered. In govt university
usually the whole course of
BA-B.com is completed in 10
thousand and degree is
awarded. Then the details that
various private universities of
the state are running a huge
robbery in fees have come to
light. Private universities
including Ahmedabad charge
a four-year fee of ?18.40 lakh
over and above the medical
and engineering fees. Then
why can students from poor
and middle class families pay
such huge fees if they do not
get admission in government
universities?

The number of private
universities in the state is
more than the government
universities. As FRC is not
applicable to private
universities and fees are being
charged in the name of Center
of Excellence. Fees are being
charged by private universities
for general courses like BCom
and BA, as much as there is
no fee for medical courses. A
four-year course like BCom
and BA now costs Rs 18.40
lakh, while the same course
is taught within Rs 10
thousand in a government
university.

Fees of private universities
in lakhs of rupees

There are as many as 18
government universities in the

state, while there are as many
as 108 private universities.
Courses run in government
universities are conducted for
a nominal fee, while private
universities are charging lakhs
of rupees. Fees of lakhs of
rupees are charged in
professional courses, but at
the same time lakhs of rupees
are charged in general
courses of commerce and
arts, BCom and BA. The
government also allows
private universities to charge
lakhs of rupees as fees.

A course in a government
university costs 10,000,

the same fee as medical
and engineering is now
charged to study in a private
university in Gujarat in a
normal course. A total of

18.40 lakh four-year fee has
to be paid to study courses like
BCom and BA in a private
university. Whereas in the
state government university,
the fees for courses like BA
and BCom are around 2100 to
2600 rupees per annum and
not even 10 thousand rupees
to complete the course.

Fee hike based on annual
accounts Government
universities and affiliated
colleges have appointed FRC
committee for fee hike and fee
control, which gives fee hike
based on annual accounts.
While private university no
FRC is applicable. Apart from
this, fees are sanctioned from
the government by private
universities through Centers of
Excellence.

Students said- Go and tell the VC, you are like a donkey

I don't even have teachers to teach
6,400 students: Dean

Vadodara, Controversy
over admission has been going
on ever since the admission
process started in MS
University in Vadodara city.
Meanwhile yesterday (August
5) NSUI surrounded the Dean
of the Faculty of Commerce
and made a fierce
presentation.  In which the
students angrily told the dean
that, Sir, you may feel good in
an air-conditioned cabin, but
when you leave Vadodara,
everyone will scold you. So the
student leader told the dean,
go and tell the VC that you look
like a donkey.

City students have to be
given admission. Meanwhile
Dean Ketan Upadhyay
admitted that there are not
enough teachers even to teach
6,400 students, the video of
which has now gone viral.
Regarding this, many
questions are being raised
about the level of education in

Gujarat including MS
University. Strong Demand for
Admission to Local Students

MS University in Vadodara
city has been considered a
world renowned university for
years. But this world famous
MS university does not have
only qualified teachers. This is
not us, but the Dean of
Commerce of MS University
himself is saying this. NSUI
yesterday surrounded the
dean demanding admission to
local students who appeared
in the supplementary
examination. A video of this
presentation 'you go and tell
the VC, you are like a donkey'

has gone viral. In which the
students are telling the dean

that, Sir, you may feel good in
a cabin with AC, but if you go
out in Vadodara, you will be
scolded by everyone. Know
this fact. You go and tell the
VC, you are like an ass. The

students of Vadodara have to
be given admission. Why is
there such stubbornness? VC
from outside does not give
admission to Vadodara
students.


