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“Agniveer is a scheme which we 
brought in with great sense of 

commitment to keep our armed 
forces battle-ready and young 

and fit people get into the army.”
Nirmala Sitharaman 

Union Finance Minister 
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NEW DELHI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Wednesday said the Cen-
tre had sent multiple 
advance warnings, start-
ing as early as July 23, to 
the Kerala government 
about possible floods and 
landslide and nine NDRF 
teams were rushed to the 
state the same day. 

However, the Kerala 
government did not heed 
to the advance warn-
ings and also did not 
get alerted even by the 
arrival of the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) battalions, Shah 
said in the Rajya Sabha 
while intervening in the 
short duration calling 
attention motion on the 
Wayanad landslide trag-
edy. Shah assured the 
House that the Narendra 
Modi government was 
standing like a “rock” 
with the Kerala govern-
ment and people of the 
state in this moment of 

tragedy. He also prom-
ised all help from the 
central government.

The home minis-
ter was intervening in 
response to statements 
from the Opposition who 
blamed the loss of lives 
to the lack of early warn-
ing systems for natural 
calamities such as the 
one in Wayanad, amid 
calls from several mem-
bers cutting across party 
lines to declare the trag-
edy in Kerala a national 
disaster. Taking a dig at 
the Opposition, the home 
minister said,”...that is 
why I say, do not shout 
please listen to us, please 
read it. Read the warning 
that has been sent.”

There are many state 
governments who have 
achieved zero casualty 
by heeding to these early 
warnings for natural 
calamities, Shah said cit-
ing examples of Odisha 
and Gujarat. Asserting 
that there is an early 
warning system, he said 

the government has spent 
Rs 2,000 crore on it after 
2014, and this informa-
tion is shared with states 
seven days prior and that 
information is also avail-
able on the website for 
all, including MPs.

In an apparent dig at 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi, he said, “But 
some people do not open 
Indian sites, only for-
eign sites, now on over-
seas (websites) this early 
warning system will not 
show, you will have to 
open our sites”. If the 
state government was 

alert to the arrival of the 
NDRF teams, a lot could 
have been saved, the 
home minister claimed.

“The central govern-
ment sent nine NDRF 
teams by air.  May I ask 
what the Kerala govern-
ment did? Whether or 
not unauthorised peo-
ple were living there, 
this was a vulnerable  
situation at hand, were 
the people evacuated? 
Why were they not  
evacuated? Who stopped 
them and if they  
were evacuated how  
did the (people) die?,” 
Shah asked. He claimed 
that the people were evac-
uated later not earlier but 
expressed solidarity with 
the state and reassured 
the Rajya Sabha that irre-
spective of party politics, 
the Modi government will 
stand by the people and 
the government of Kerala 
like a rock. 

Centre issued warnings to 
Kerala, says Amit Shah

Asian openbill birds perch on a tree, in Kolkata.

Union Home Minister, Amit Shah stated that the Central Government gave sufficient 
warnings to the Kerala government regarding the natural calamity beforehand.
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z Even after getting 
multiple warnings 
from the centre, the 
Kerala government did 
not pay any heed to 
them and eventually 
became the victim of a 
landslide in Wayanad.

C o u r a g e 
is a quality 
that should 
develop in 
every human 
being. If you 
have courage, 
you can deal 
with all the 
difficulties in 
life with con-
fidence. courage doesn’t mean not 
being scared of scary things. courage 
means taking risks, following your 
dreams without fear, being confi-
dent. courage is something you can 
learn at any aspect of 
life- childhood, adult-
hood or old age. Even 
anywhere- at home, at 
school, office etc. And 
from anyone- family, 
friends, teachers etc. 
It is something you 
should and must learn.

Ms. Ananya Priya
Class – 9 A 

Ryan International 
School, Raipur C.G. 

Courage AMRIT BHARAT TRAINS

Railway minister reports 
four Amrit Bharat trains in 
operation
NEW DELHI: The Railways is currently 
operating four non-AC Amrit Bharat 
trains equipped with advanced features, 
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
informed Lok Sabha on Wednesday. 
Responding to JD(U) MP Sunil Kumar’s 
question whether the government was 
introducing 165 new Amrit Bharat trains 
from July, Vaishnaw said the Railways 
has introduced Amrit Bharat services, 
which have modern state-of-the-art tech-
nology and are equipped with advanced 
features. PTI
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The Asian Openbill: A closer look at this unusual bird

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of Education on Wednesday 
ruled out any proposal to resume discretionary quota 
for the MPs for admission in Kendriya Vidyalayas. This 
information was shared by Minister of State for Educa-
tion Jayant Chaudhary in response to a written ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha by Shiv Sena UBT MP Priyanka 
Chaturvedi. 

“The admission under some special provisions, 
including MP’s quota were granted over and above 
sanctioned strength of the student which was adversely 
affecting learning due to increased high pupil-teacher 
ratio in classes. There is no proposal at present to 
resume the quota for MPs for admission in KVs,” 
Chaudhary said. Under special provisions, the MPs had 
discretionary power to recommend the admission of 
10 children to a KV. 

No plan to reintroduce 
MP quota in Kendriya 
Vidyalaya admissions


