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Fruit flies from Dharwad are flying to space! 
The flies, with the scientific name Drosophila 
melanogaster, will be used in an experiment 
in space during Gaganyaan mission next year

FLIES IN 
SPACE

Woman’s head tonsured for 
fighting abusive husband, 
made to serve mutton feast
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Jharsuguda

IN a shocking incident, a tribal 
woman of  Rautbahal village 
under Jammal panchayat in 
Jharsuguda district was alleg-
edly tonsured and forced to 
host a mutton feast for her com-
munity for standing up to her 
husband’s oppressive ways. 

Police arrested four persons 
in connection with the incident 
which took place on August 9 
but came to light when the vic-
tim’s son filed a complaint with 
Laikera police station late on 
Saturday.  According to reports, 
the victim’s husband, 65-year-
old Mahendra Kisan, had a do-
mestic dispute with his spouse 
during which the woman alleg-
edly shoved him. An enraged 
Mahendra took up the matter 

with his community council 
which convened a kangaroo 
court. The court decided that 
the woman’s actions warranted 
harsh punishment. Led by local 
chiefs Naveen Ping, Shatrughan 
Kisan and Sushant Ping, it al-
legedly sanctioned dehumani-
zation of  the woman. The 45-
year-old victim was subjected 
to physical assault, her head 
shaven and was forced to host a 
feast as atonement. 

Upon learning about the inci-
dent, the victim’s son, Niranjan 
Kisan who works in Tamil 
Nadu returned home and re-
ported the matter to Sahapur 
outpost and subsequently at 
Laikera police station. 

Mahendra. The accused have 
been charged and are currently 
in judicial custody. Further in-
vestigation is underway.

Inspired by Krishna & Arjuna: CM on HYDRAA
Rich individuals constructed structures within FTL, diverted drainage water to Gandipet & other lakes: Revanth

REACHING FOR SWEET SPOT
On the occasion of Sri  Krishna Jayanti celebrations, Uriyadi was held at Ernakulam Tirumala Devaswom Temple under the 

leadership of Balagokulam kochi mahanagaram | A SANESH

M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

STATING categorically that he 
would not succumb to pressure 
and will continue to take strict 
action against the illegal struc-
tures constructed in the full 
tank level (FTL) of  lakes, Chief  
Minister A Revanth Reddy said 
that he took inspiration from 
the Bhagavad Gita to order the 
d e m o l i s h i n g  o f  i l l e g a l 
structures.

Addressing a gathering after 
laying the foundation stone for 
the Hare Krishna Heritage 
Tower in Kokapet on Sunday, 
the CM noted that the govern-
ment was firm in its resolve to 
remove encroachments on 
lakes and government lands. 
He said that several rich indi-
viduals constructed structures 
within the FTL and diverted 
the drainage water to Gandipet 
and other lakes which supply 
drinking water to Hyderabad. 
“If  I do not take any action, it 
will be construed that I have 
failed as a people’s representa-
tive. That is why I formed the 
HYDRAA and took action de-

spite several pressures,” 
Revanth Reddy said.

Speaking about the Gita, the 
chief  minister said that during 
the Kurukshetra war, Arjuna 
dropped his weapons and re-
fused to fight in the battle as he 
was unwilling to kill his breth-
ren for the sake of  ruling the 
kingdom. At that time, Krishna 
encouraged Arjuna to partici-
pate in the battle to protect 
Dharma, he added. 

“The government has under-

taken this programme with a 
will to provide better lives to 
the future generations. Our 
government stands for right-
eousness in the spirit of  Lord 
Krishna’s teachings,” the CM 
said. Meanwhile, he said that 
the Hare Krishna Heritage 
Tower will stand at 430 feet and 
is the pride of  Telangana. The 
construction of  this tower will 
be completed in around 40 
months and will be inaugurat-
ed by the chief  minister. IT and 

Industries Minister D Sridhar 
Babu, MLA Prakash Goud, 
MLC Patnam Mahender Reddy 
and others were present

In 58 days, HYDRAA clears 
166 encroachment
 The Hyderabad Disaster Relief  
and Asset Protection Agency 
(HYDRAA) is using its full 
force to remove encroachments 
on lakes and government lands. 
Within 58 days since it came 
into being, the HYDRAA has 
removed 166 encroachments 
and reclaimed 43.94 acres from 
encroachers in lakes, parks, 
nalas, etc. 

On Sunday, the HYDRAA 
submitted its report to the gov-
ernment detailing the en-
croachments removed and ex-
tent of  land recovered so far. As 
per the report, the structures 
demolished by the HYDRAA 
belonged to senior Congress 
leader and former Union min-
ister MM Pallam Raju’s broth-
er, MLAs and MLCs from 
AIMIM and BRS. 

The agency started its first 
demolition on June 26 in Film 
Nagar Co-Operative Society 

and recovered 0.16 acres. A 
businessman, Gokul Narne, 
had encroached a part of  the 
Lotus Pond park and built a 
compound wall, the report re-
vealed. On August 18, as many 
as 24 encroachments were dis-
mantled in Gandipet lake (Os-
man Sagar) at Khanapur and 
Chilkur villages and 15.25 acres 
of  land were recovered. 

The agency demolished two 
buildings, a compound wall 
and 11 temporary sheds in the 
extent of  8.75 acres at Khana-
pur. Similarly, at Chilukur, six 
buildings and three compound 
walls in the extent of  6.5 acres 
were dismantled. One of  the 
demolished structures built in 
the encroached Gandipet lake 
land was ORO Sports Village 
belonging to Pallam Raju’s 
brother Pallam Aanand, while 
three others were built by 
for mer TDP member GV 
Bhasker Rao of  Kaveri Seeds, 
BJP leader Sunil Reddy and 
Anupama, wife of  Pro Kabaddi 
owner Srinivas Rao. Sunil Red-
dy unsuccessfully contested in 
the 2023 Assembly election 
from Manthani on BJP ticket.

File picture of building being demolished by HYDRAA recently in Hyderabad |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Tirupati doctor, brother of TDP leader, shot in US
TIRUPATI:  ”We 64-year-old doctor originally hailing from Menakuru 
village, in Tirupati district, was fatally shot in the United States on 
Friday. Dr Ramesh Babu, who was the brother of Telugu Desam Party 
leader Peram Shetty Ramaiah, had a distinguished career in medicine.  
He completed his medicine from Sri Venkateswara Medical College in 
Tirupati, where he initially gained recognition as a skilled physician. 
Later, he studied MS in Jamaica, according to reports reaching here. He 
later moved to US, where he served the community in Tuscaloosa, and 
earned a strong reputation for his medical services. As his career and 
financial stability grew, Dr. Ramesh Babu expanded his contributions by 
establishing several hospitals across the US. He was married with four 
children. Dr. Ramesh Babu also maintained a strong connection to his 
roots, generously donating to his hometown’s local school and funding 
the construction of a Sai Baba temple in his village. Dr. Ramesh Babu 
also donated to his hometown’s local school and funding the 
construction of a Sai Baba temple in his village. According to family 
members, the Doctor visited his relative’s wedding in Naidupeta on 
August 15 and returned back to the US. He was shot and killed by 
unknown assailants while on his rounds. ENS

‘Faculty shortage not just about quantity but quality’
Continued from page 1:  ”We neither get sufficient grants from the 
state government nor being allowed to go in for fresh recruitment. Even 
getting our salaries every month is nothing short of a miracle,” the 
professor added. UoM officials stated that the faculty shortage is just 
not about quantity, which can be addressed to a certain extent by 
bringing in guest faculty, but it also about the quality of education. 
Former V-C of the university, G Thiruvasagam, has urged the Tamil 
Nadu government to intervene immediately. “The University Grants 
Commission recently granted Category-I status to the university which 
provides complete autonomy to the institution to start new courses. In 
order to retain the status, the government should recruit adequate 
quantity of teachers with the required experience,” Thiruvasagam said.

INJURED TAKEN TO GH; LORRY DRIVER HELD BY HUDCO COPS 
Continued from page 1:  S Velvizhi (65) of Krishnagiri and her son Bhoopesh Kumar 
(37), a private school manager near Gurubarapalli, who were seriously injured, were 
initially taken to the Hosur government hospital. Velvizhi was then referred to a 
private hospital in Hosur and then to a private hospital in Bengaluru. Five persons 
were treated as outpatients at a private medical college and hospital. HUDCO 
police have secured lorry driver K Karthick and further probe is on. 

Darshan’s pic in jail raises 
doubts of VIP treatment
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

A photo of  actor Darshan 
Thoogudeepa, who is lodged at 
Bengaluru Central Prison at 
Parappana Agrahara in con-
nection with the kidnap and 
murder of  Renukaswamy, hold-
ing a cigarette and chatting 
with other inmates inside the 
prison, and the visuals of  a vid-
eo call purportedly made from 
the prison surfaced on Sunday, 
raising doubts that the prison 
staff  might have extended pref-
erential treatment to the actor.

In the photo that is doing the 
rounds, Darshan is seen sitting 
with his manager Nagaraj -- 
also an accused in the Renukas-
wamy murder case, and rowdy-
sheeters, Wilson Garden Naga 
and Kulla Seena, inside the 
quarantined area of  the prison, 
where high-security prisoners 
are generally lodged. In the 
photo, which appears to have 
been clicked from the window 
of  a cell, the actor is seen hold-
ing a coffee mug in one hand 
and a lit cigarette in the other. 

It is said that a jail inmate, who 
clicked the photo, had shared it 
with his wife and it was widely 
shared later.

Meanwhile, a video clip of  
around 10 seconds has also sur-
faced, in which a person on a 
video call gives the mobile 
phone to Darshan, who speaks 
to another person on the call.

No senior officials from the 
Department of  Prisons and 
Correctional Services were 
available for a comment. The 
photo and video have surfaced 
a day after sleuths of  the Cen-
tral Crime Branch (CCB) raid-
ed the prison and carried out a 
search on the premises, includ-
ing barracks, for contraband 
items, on Saturday. The police, 
after the search, had main-
tained that it was a routine 
search and no significant arti-
cles were seized.

A senior police officer said 
the photo has raised questions
as to how Darshan got access to 
the cigarette and the actor 
could not have obtained it with-
out the support of  the prison 
staff.

Photo that went viral on Sunday shows actor Darshan sitting with other inmates 
holding a coffee mug and cigarette at the central jail  in Bengaluru |  EXPRESS

‘Barricades placed at construction site, but there were no streetlights’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

HIS body was sent to the Coim-
batore Government Hospital 
for an autopsy and was handed 
over to the family by Sunday 
evening, sources said. Speak-
ing to TNIE, a police official 
said, “There were barricades 
placed near the construction 
site, however, there were no 
streetlights. Since large warn-
ing signs or red reflective stick-

ers were not placed there, he 
could have fallen into the pit.” 
He further added, “We will 
send a letter to the highways 
department seeking an expla-
nation as to who is responsible 
for public safety near construc-
tion sites, the contractor or the 
highways department?”

Asked about this, a senior of-
ficial from the state highways 
department denied the police’s 
allegations, stating that work 

has been ongoing for the past 12 
days. “We ensured safety norms 
are followed before starting 
work. We placed Go Slow and 
Take Diversion boards. 

The barricades had red re-
flective stickers on them. The 
death could have been caused 
by the motorist’s own negli-
gence. Still, we have planned to 
set up blinker lights at the site 
as an additional measure,” he 
said. 

A case has been registered 
under Sections 285, 106 (i) of  
BNS. Earlier, on August 14, 
25-year-old I Manikandan, an 
electrician from Valuvar in 
Kuthalam, fell into a construc-
tion pit on the Mayiladuthurai-
Tiruvarur Road near Elan-
thankudi village where bridge 
construction works were being 
carried out by the state high-
way department. 

Following this, local resi-

dents staged a road blockade 
alleging that the site lacked 
barricades and warning signs.

On August 19, two youngsters 
from Theni, T Krishnamoorthi 
(21) and K Jayaprakash (22), 
who were on their way to Vem-
bakottai from Badhrakali-
puram, died after their two-
wheeler hit a mound of  soil 
and fell into a pit dug up as part 
of  bridge construction works 
near Nathampatti.

KSRTC revives tourism in 
Wayanad with budget tours
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @KALPETTA

THE Kerala State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) has 
resumed budget tourism trips to Wayanad in an effort to revi-
talise the district’s tourism sector. The first group of  travellers 
from Kannur arrived in Wayanad on Sunday. The budget tour, 
organised under the ‘Aanavandi’ initiative, transported mem-
bers of  the Thaliparamba Taluk Library Council to the 
district.

The Budget Tourism Cell has already arranged more than 
300 trips to Wayanad from Kannur and other nearby depots. 
During this trip, passengers visited popular tourist spots such 
as Pookode Lake and Banasurasagar Dam. The group consisted 
of  38 people, including 36 passengers and two staff  members. 

Upon arrival at Pookode, the 
group was welcomed by the 
Wayanad District Tourism 
Promotion Council (DTPC) 
and Vythiri panchayath 
president, Vijesh M V.

“Wayanad and Munnar 
have been the most popular 
destinations for trips organ-
ised by the KSRTC Budget 
Tourism Cell. The Kannur 
depot alone has arranged 
more than 125 trips. How-

ever, landslides severely impacted the tourism sector in the 
district. 

This trip is our humble attempt to revive tourism in Waya-
nad, which contributes around 40% of  the district’s income,” 
said Varghese C D, North Zonal Coordinator for Budget 
Tourism.

The initiative is reportedly receiving a strong response. “Fol-
lowing this trip, we have started receiving calls from many 
depots across the state. We already have 10 bookings for this 
month, and we expect a significant increase in bookings during 
the Onam holidays,” Varghese added.

Passengers of KSRTC’S first budget 
tourism trip to Wayanad after the recent  
landslide |  EXPRESS


