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KOZHIKODE

SATURDAY, AUG. 24

RISE 06:17 SET 18:41

RISE 22:26 SET 10:26

SUNDAY, AUG. 25

RISE 06:17 SET 18:41

RISE 23:16 SET 11:25

MONDAY, AUG. 26

RISE 06:17 SET 18:40

RISE 00:00 SET 12:24
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S
tate Women’s Com-
mission Chairperson
P. Satheedevi on Fri-

day said she was hopeful of
the speedy formulation of
a comprehensive policy in
the State, focused on en-
suring the safety and pro-
tection of women in the
Malayalam �lm industry in
the wake of the Justice He-
ma Commission report. 

Opening a State-level se-
minar on ‘Women in work
place’ at the town hall, she
said the Women’s Commis-
sion was also involved in a
public interest litigation
now under the considera-
tion of the Kerala High
Court seeking quick action
on the basis of the Hema
commission report. 

“People associated with
the �lm industry in other
States are now keenly ob-
serving the developments
in Kerala on this issue.  It
was following the demand
of the Women in Cinema
collective that prompted
the State government to
appoint Hema commission
as part of the e�orts to en-
sure a safe workspace for

women artists in the �lm
industry,” said Ms.
Satheedevi.

Referring to the action
taken against a prominent
actor involved in a sexual
assault case, she said the
�rm stance adopted by the
Kerala Home Ministry
prompted many women
artistes to come forward
and speak for their rights.
She pointed out that it was
the State’s Cultural A�airs
department that took the

initiative to establish inter-
nal committees in the �lm
industry to handle
grievances.

“There were incidents
where the Women’s Com-
mission had to intervene in
complaints related to �lm
shootings conducted with-
out forming the commit-
tees. Our stance was to de-
ny the registration of �lms
if the committees were not
formed,” said Ms. Sathee-
devi. She also added that

there was opposition from
various organizations
against the decision to im-
plement internal commit-
tees. Assistant Govern-
ment Pleader K.K. Preetha
introduced the topic for
discussion. Women’s Com-
mission director Shaji Su-
gunan, member P. Kunhay-
isha, Collector Snehil
Kumar Singh and function-
aries of various leading hu-
man rights’ forums were
present. 

Formulation of policy to
ensure safety of women 
in �lm industry sought 

Voicing concerns: The seminar on ‘Women in workplace’ organised by the State Women’s Commission

in Kozhikode on Friday was attended by hundreds of women from di�erent walks of life. K. RAGESH 

People associated with the �lm industry in other States are now keenly observing 

the developments in Kerala, says State Women’s Commission Chairperson

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

A team of Kerala police on
Friday con�scated from
two branches of a private
bank in Tiruppur 4.6 kg
gold ornaments, as part of
investigation into an al-
leged fraud committed by a
former branch manager of
a nationalised bank in Koz-
hikode district by way of
replacing original orna-
ments with fake ones in the
locker, and pledging the
valuables in a private bank
through a conduit.

For a year-long duration
as Branch Manager of Bank
of Maharashtra at Edodi
near Vadakara in Kozhi-
kode distict, before being
transferred to a branch in
Ernakulam, Madha Jeyaku-

mar, 34, of Musiri in Tiru-
chi district, had allegedly
replaced 26.8 kg gold va-
luables worth ₹17.5 crore
with imitation jewellery.

Audit
The fraud came to light
during audit after a new
manager had taken charge.
Also, since Madha Jeyaku-
mar did not report for duty
at the new branch he was
transferred to, the Kozhi-
kode police had registered
a case based on a com-
plaint lodged by the new
manager of the Edodi

branch of Bank of
Maharashtra.

Madha Jayakumar who
had gone absconding was
apprehended in
Telangana.

The police team from
Kerala came to Tiruppur
along with him on Friday
to arrest his suspected con-
duit Karthick (29) of Chan-
drapuram Colony in Rajiv
Gandhi Nagar in Tiruppur
city.

As he had gone ab-
sconding, the Kerala police
proceeded to the two
branches of the private
bank and carried out the
seizure of 4.6 kg gold jewel-
lery. 

The police suspect more
people to be involved in
the fraud, and are making
further investigations.

The manager had
allegedly replaced
26.8 kg of gold worth
₹17.5 crore with
imitation jewellery

Police seize 4.6 kg of ornaments
fraudulently pledged by branch
manager from bank in Tiruppur 
The Hindu Bureau
TIRUPPUR

The DC Kizhakemuri Foun-
dation, in collaboration
with the Kerala Literature
Festival (KLF) and DC
Books, is organising the
26th DC Kizhakemuri Com-
memorative Lecture on
August 29 at Muhammad
Abdurahiman Sahib Jubi-
lee Hall in Thali. The occa-
sion also marks the golden
jubilee of DC Books. The

event will begin at 4.30
p.m. with the ‘Dedication
of Letters’ to Kozhikode
that has recently been ac-
corded the UNESCO City of
Literature tag. Chief facili-
tator of KLF Ravi Deecee
said the segment will fea-
ture 56 writers and cultural
activists unveiling 56 let-
ters of the Malayalam
alphabet. 

A representative from
UNESCO is also expected
to take part.

As many as 18 books
across various categories
will be released on the oc-
casion. 

On history 
The day will conclude with
the 26th DC Kizhakemuri
Commemorative Lecture
by historian Manu S. Pillai
on the topic ‘What is Histo-
ry’. Writer N.S. Madhavan
will inaugurate the event,
while writer K. Satchida-
nandan will preside over

the session. Mayor Beena
Philip and former MLA A.
Pradeep Kumar will also be
present. The event will also
feature an exhibition of
‘Cheriya Manushyarum Va-
liya Lokavum,’ which is
claimed to be India’s �rst
graphic narrative. Follow-
ing this, the Spanish cultu-
ral organisation Casa de la
India will present ‘Tariqa
Mystic Travellers,’ a perfor-
mance that combines mus-
ic, dance, and poetry. 

DC Kizhakemuri Commemorative Lecture on August 29 
The Hindu Bureau
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Tourism Minister P.A. Mo-
hamed Riyas will inaugu-
rate the Digi Kerala project
at CDA colony in Eranhipa-
lam at 11 a.m. on Saturday.
The project aims to
achieve complete digital
literacy in the district by
November 1, 2024, target-
ing everyone aged 14 to 65.
The Kozhikode Corpora-
tion plans to survey every
house to spot people who
are digital illiterates and
impart training. The initia-
tive seeks to make Kerala
the �rst fully digital literate
state in the country.

Actor Asif Ali has been
selected as the brand am-
bassador for the project. 

Digi Kerala
project to be
launched
today 
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For a cause

Writer U.K. Kumaran inaugurating the sale of books by writers at Mofussil bus stand in Kozhikode on

Friday to raise funds for the Wayanad landslide survivors. K. RAGESH

An undying passion for ex-
ploring assistive technolo-
gies and the will to surpass
hurdles as a visually-im-
paired man have earned A.
Jijesh, a 42-year-old youth
from Viyyur village near
Koyilandy in Kozhikde dis-
trict, the tag of an ace shut-
terbug among di�erently
abled people.

Using advanced gimbal
stabilisers with face recog-
nition technology and
smart-�ow feature that en-
ables automatic tracking of
moving objects, Jijesh can
now turn his iPhone into a
‘third eye’ for any profes-

sional assignment. His con-
�dence, bolstered by the

successful completion of
over 10 short-term courses
in assistive technologies,
drives him to set trends in
the �eld and compete with
seasoned professionals.

“After my graduation, I
have been keen to explore
unique technologies de-
signed to change the lives
of visually impaired per-
sons. As a wanderlust,
photography has been at
the heart of all my experi-
ments,” says Jijesh, who
has visited the United
States four times to further
his learning. He says that
his association with Sayid
Najmudheen, an expert
trainer at the Kochi-based
Ishoot Institute, has been a

game changer, re�ning his
photography skills.

Viral videos
Jijesh now operates

drone cameras like any
other professional videog-
rapher, thanks to latest
technologies. His videos on
social media featuring the
use of drone cameras have
won him accolades. He
says that visual impair-
ment is hardly a barrier for
those who are eager to ex-
plore advanced assistive
technologies and AI-inte-
grated tools with voice
assistance.

“My ultimate aim is to
start a social media chan-
nel that trains di�erently-

abled people to use assis-
tive technologies e�ective-
ly. In-depth research is
currently under way to
achieve this mission,” says
Jijesh, a�ectionately
known as ‘Kuttettan’ in his
village. 

Jijesh’s trainer, Najmud-
heen, is thrilled to have
found a “gifted person” to
showcase the magic of
evolving technology and its
transformative power for
the di�erently abled.

“The numerous options
of AI will bring revolution-
ary changes to this �eld,
which will be incredibly
bene�cial for visually im-
paired individuals,” he
says.

Tech turns view�nder for visually-impaired shutterbug
Mithosh Joseph
KOZHIKODE

Picture perfect: A. Jijesh

operating a drone camera

under the supervision of his

trainer Sayid Najmudheen. 

Minister for Public Works
P.A. Mohamed Riyas on Fri-
day said that the overpass
across the National High-
way 66 at Vengeri situated
at the intersection of the
Kozhikode- Balussery roads
will be opened for the pu-
blic in the �rst week of
September.

Inspecting the progress
of the work at Vengeri on
Friday, the Minister appre-
ciated the public for their

patience during the NH-66
widening project, which
had caused persistent traf-

�c blocks and diversions.
He said the entire stretch
from Kasaragod to Thiruva-

nanthapuram is expected
to be completed by the end
of 2025. The Vengeri over-
pass has been constructed
with a width of 45 metres to
accommodate future deve-
lopment of the Kozhikode-
Balussery road. While one
part of the overpass was
completed in 2023, the se-

cond part had faced delays
after workers discovered a
live water pipeline of the
Kerala Water Authority in
the area earmarked for the
overpass. The work could
progress only after relocat-
ing the said pipeline to en-
sure its safety.

The Minister was accom-
panied by o�cials from the
National Highways Authori-
ty of India, the Public
Works department, and re-
presentatives of contract
companies overseeing the
project.

Vengeri overpass to be opened in September, says Riyas
The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

Taking stock: Minister for Public Works P.A. Mohamed Riyas

inspecting the progress of work on the Vengeri overpass across NH

66 at Vengeri in Kozhikode on Friday. K. RAGESH 

The entire stretch 
is expected to be
completed by the
end of 2025, says
Minister

Public Works and Tourism
Minister P.A Mohamed Ri-
yas has said that Muzhapi-
langad beach, Asia’s lar-
gest drive-in beach, will
undergo renovation and it
will be presented as a New
Year gift to Kerala. The an-
nouncement came during
the Minister’s visit to the
beach, which is currently
being refurbished under

the Dharmadam-Muzhapi-
langad Comprehensive
Tourism Development
Project.

During the visit, the Mi-
nister reviewed the ongo-
ing construction, includ-
ing a three-star hotel
complex being built by the
Kerala Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (KTDC).
He said that 70% of the
work had been completed. 

“The �rst phase of the
renovation is nearing com-

pletion,” the Minister said.
The project includes a
four-kilometre walkway
designed to preserve the
beach’s natural beauty, as
well as additional ameni-
ties such as a children’s
playground, public toilets,
kiosks, and landscaping.

The renovation, costing
₹233 crore and ₹71 lakh
funded through the Kerala
Infrastructure Investment
Fund Board, is being car-
ried out in four phases. 

Minister reviews construction 
works at Muzhapilangad beach

The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

The Kozhikode City police
arrested a gang of four rob-
bers on Friday, who were
suspected of having invol-
vement in multiple motor-
cycle theft cases in the city.
The arrested were identi-
�ed as Yasir Arafath, 27, Ra-
jeesh Karaparamba, 38,
P.K. Abhinav, 20, and Mo-
hammed Adinan, 20. Pol-
ice sources said that the
gang primarily targeted
motorcycles parked along
the Kozhikode beach. 

Four held on
charge of
motorcycle
theft 
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