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Docs step up stir
Healthcare services across State hit as doctors 

join nationwide protest against Kolkata incident

CITY BUREAU

HYDERABAD

Outpatient services and elective
procedures at all private and
government hospitals in Telan-
gana came to a halt on Saturday
due to the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation’s call for a one-day strike
in protest against the rape and
murder of a resident doctor in
Kolkata. However, the emer-
gency/casualty services ran 
normally.

With multiple associations,
spearheaded by the Indian Med-
ical Association (IMA) Head-
quarters, deciding to withdraw
OP services and elective duties,
the nationwide boycott of med-
ical services in hospitals was
complete. 

For the first time in the State,
all major corporate hospitals, in-
cluding Yashoda Hospitals,
Apollo Hospitals, Basa-
vatarakam Indo-American Can-
cer Hospital, Star Hospitals,
KIMS-Sunshine Hospitals, AIG
Hospitals and even smaller clin-
ics and nursing homes with lim-
ited bed-strength, joined the

protests by cancelling OPs and
postponing elective surgeries for
24 hours starting 6 am on Satur-
day. “Today, our doors are
closed in honour of a doctor lost
to violence. We stand with her
and demand justice for her. The
emergency medical services are
continuing without any hin-
drance,” said senior surgical on-
cologist, Yashoda Hospital, Dr
K Sreekanth. In addition to sen-
ior doctors, medicos and senior
residents, staff nurses and non-
clinical personnel from the
Health Department also joined
the protests at various govern-
ment teaching hospitals. 

From early Saturday, doctors,
nurses and other caregivers at
major government teaching hos-
pitals, including Gandhi Hospi-
tal, NIMS, Osmania General
Hospital, Niloufer Hospital,
Chest Hospital, District Hospital
in Koti, Maternity Hospitals in
Petlaburj and Sultan Bazaar par-
ticipated in a series of protests
and rallies. 

The protests and boycott of
medical duties in OPs and elec-
tive duties are being spear-

headed by the local units of IMA
following the nationwide one-
day medical strike given by IMA
headquarters.

IDA backs IMA’s call

Indian Dental Association (IDA)
on Saturday extended its support
to the Indian Medical Associa-
tion’s nationwide call for a one-
day strike in protest against the
rape and murder of a resident
doctor in Kolkata. 

In a statement, the IDA an-
nounced the withdrawal of den-
tal services for 24 hours from Au-
gust 17 to August 18. It said, “It is
imperative that the entire nation
recognises the gravity of this sit-
uation and the pressing need for
enhanced protection and respect
for all healthcare workers.” 

IDA Deccan Branch presi-
dent, Dr KV Ramana Reddy,
said, “We are deeply concerned
by the inadequate handling of
the situation by the college au-
thorities and the state police, as
well as the subsequent vandal-
ism and attacks on medical stu-
dents who were protesting this
grave injustice.”

Medicos staging a protest against the rape and killing of a trainee doctor,  at NIMS in the city on Saturday.
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3 held with
hashish oil

The Rachakonda SOT,
along with the Adibatla
police, caught three
persons who were al-
legedly transporting
hashish oil. The police
seized 3.8 kg of has
hish oil and three mo-
bile phones from their
possession. The ar-
rested were identified
as T Sudheer (23), T
Demullu (26) and K
Shankar Rao (26), of
Ankapally in Andhra
Pradesh. “The trio
planned to sell it in the
city to consumers and
earn huge profits,” said
Rachakonda CP, G Sud-
heer Babu. The trio was
remanded.
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Bike thieves
arrested

The police arrested
two persons who were
allegedly involved in
motorcycle theft
cases. Two motorcy-
cles were recovered
from their possession.
The arrested were Div-
vala Lajaru (19), and
Koneti Rajesh (19),
both residents of KPHB
and natives of East Go-
davari in AP. According
to police, the stolen
bikes were sold at a
cheaper price to meet
the expenses of their
lavish lifestyle.

Woman ends life along with kids at Shamirpet
HYDERABAD: The bodies of a
woman and her daughter were
found in a lake at Shamirpet on the
city outskirts on Saturday
evening. The woman, identified as

Bhanu Priya (28), was a native of
Siddipet district and lived at
Shamirpet along with her family.
On Saturday evening, the bodies
of Priya and her daughter Deeksha

(4) were retrieved from the lake,
while the body of her son, Anand
(5), who is also suspected to be
missing after going along with his
mother, is yet to be retrieved. 


