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T
he annual meeting
between the Indian
Premier League

(IPL) franchise owners and
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) offi-
cials to discuss the modus
operandi for the next mega
auction has been sche-
duled for July 31 in Mum-
bai. 

The Hindu understands
that the BCCI chief operat-
ing officer has reached out
to franchise officials and
owners of all the IPL teams
on Thursday. 

The BCCI office-bearers
are expected to hear from
all the franchises about
their suggestions with re-
gard to maximum reten-
tions allowed per franchise
and whether the Right to
Match (RTM) card should
be offered during the auc-
tion. Over the last few
months, franchise execu-
tives have been informally
discussing the best possi-
ble scenario as regards
player retentions.

Divided house
But they appear to be a di-
vided house, depending
on the requirement of a
respective franchise to re-
build the team or retain its
core. 

As a result, from seeking
a solitary retention to a
maximum of eight, the
franchises have different
demands. A majority of

franchises are also in fa-
vour of reintroducing the
RTM option that was last
used in 2018. 

With more than half the
IPL franchises tilted to-
wards rebuilding the
squad, it will be interesting
to see whether the BCCI ac-
cedes to their demand. 

At least a couple of fran-
chises are also likely to sug-
gest that the tenure of me-
ga auctions be extended to
five years than the existing
three. Ever since IPL’s in-
ception, except for two cy-
cles that were stretched to

four years, a convention of
three-year cycle for the
mega auction has been
followed.

Five-year circle?
However, the franchises
are in favour of stretching
the cycle to five years. 

“It will lend security to
the players, an opportuni-
ty for a franchise to build a
squad and market it pro-
perly and thus serve BCCI’s
interests as well,” stated a
franchise executive, citing
anonymity. 

Besides, some franchis-

es are also likely to propose
incremental contracts for
cricketers, especially In-
dians, during a cycle. 

Now, a retained player
cannot officially be paid for
the next season. It results
in a few cricketers taking
chances of being released
and put into the auction
pool for a purse correc-
tion. 

The franchises feel that
if a transparent process to
renegotiate with players is
allowed, it will be helpful
for the franchises and
cricketers going forward.

Discussions regarding the modus operandi for the mega auction including player retentions,

Right to Match cards, and incremental contracts for cricketers on the anvil
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BCCI to meet with the
team owners on July 31
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New look? It remains to be seen how the mega auction planned for later this year is formatted.
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Max Verstappen returns to
his favourite track seeking
to end a run of three races
without a win by extending
a sequence of three succes-
sive Belgian Grand Prix vic-
tories at
Spa-Francorchamps.

Red Bull’s Belgian-born
triple World champion cut
an unhappy and petulant
tone in Budapest last wee-
kend, finishing fifth and
peppering the airwaves
with swearing and com-
plaints about car and team.

The team and its runa-
way championship leader,
now 76 points clear of

McLaren’s Lando Norris af-
ter 13 of 24 races, will be
looking to go into the Au-
gust break with momen-
tum restored rather than
pressure increased.

“Hungary was a tricky
race and a weekend to for-
get and move forward
from,” said Verstappen,
who won 19 of 22 last year
and has not had a run of
four races without a win
since 2020.

“We have been working
as a team to optimise our
performance and get the
best out of the car that we
possibly can.”

It may not pan out that
way.

Red Bull’s 2023 domina-
tion has been consigned to
history and this year has al-
ready seen more winners —

seven different drivers
from four teams — than any
season since 2012.

McLaren’s Oscar Piastri
and Lando Norris, who like
Verstappen has a Belgian
mother, finished one-two
at the Hungaroring on Sun-
day and carry the momen-
tum to a track famed for
capricious conditions.

“Spa’s not been the hap-
piest of hunting grounds
for us recently, but I’m
confident we’ll be strong,”
said Australian Piastri after
his first career win. 

“You know, we’ve got a
car that’s become a real all-
rounder, so I’m super con-
fident, and I think the rest
of the team should be as
well.”

Norris will need to
reassert himself after yet

another second place — the
12th of his career — this
time resulting from the bit-
ter pill of a wasted pole po-
sition and the imposition
of team orders. 

Threat
Mercedes’s seven-times
World champion Lewis Ha-
milton, who secured his
200th career podium fin-
ish in Budapest, will be a
threat along with team-
mate George Russell.

Ferrari’s Charles Le-
clerc, who secured pole
position here last year, will
be hoping his car proves
more competitive at a cir-
cuit that is also likely to be
faster than ever, with re-
surfacing work likely to
lead to significant quicker
lap times.

Everybody loves... Verstappen, who is going for his fourth straight win at Spa, obliges a fan on Thursday. AP

Verstappen will strive to arrest his recent
barren run at his favourite circuit
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