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T
he Advertising
Standards Council
of India (ASCI) has

asked Indusviva Health
Sciences Private Limited, a
Bengaluru-based compa-
ny, to suitably modify or
withdraw the online adver-
tisement of its product
‘iCoffee’ which promises
health benefits, including
management of blood su-
gar levels.

This follows a complaint
filed by CAPSULE Kerala, a
wing of the Kerala Sasthra
Sahithya Parishad (KSSP),
which alleged that the pro-
duct was being widely mar-
keted through social media
platforms in the State. In
the complaint, CAPSULE

Kerala functionaries U.
Nandakumar and M.P. Anil
Kumar pointed out that
iCoffee was being present-
ed as “an energy-boosting
drink” that also “manages
blood sugar levels”. The
advertisement said that it
might also help manage
weight by increasing “the
feeling of fullness”.

Dr. Nandakumar and
Mr. Anil Kumar said in
their complaint that no
verifiable clinical evidence
or scientific studies had
been provided to support
the claims. Such state-
ments could mislead con-
sumers into believing that
the product had guaran-
teed health benefits. “By
implying that iCoffee can
manage blood sugar levels,
there is a risk that indivi-

duals with diabetes or oth-
er blood sugar-related con-
ditions might rely on it as a
treatment alternative.

This could have serious
health implications if the
product does not perform
as advertised. The state-
ment that iCoffee may help
in weight management by
increasing a feeling of full-
ness is speculative and not
backed by concrete evi-
dence,” the complaint said. 

Moreover, as per the
Drugs and Magical Reme-
dies Act, 1954, and the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act,

1940, and its rules, no drug
can claim permanent cure
for blood pressure and
diabetes.

Another claim was that
it could increase the
amount of high-density li-
poprotein and reduce low-
density lipoprotein, better
lipid levels, and improve
heart health. There were
no peer-reviewed scientific
studies or clinical trials
supporting this claim. The
advertisement also said
that iCoffee would help
keep metabolic syndrome
at bay by “reducing abdo-
minal obesity” and by
maintaining blood sugar
levels. These too were not
only unsubstantiated but
also potentially harmful. 

After checking the com-
plaint, the Consumer Com-

plaints Council of the the
ASCI noted that the claims
were misleading by exag-
geration and were likely to
lead to widespread disap-
pointment in consumers’
minds. They were not sub-
stantiated with scientific
rationale, clinical evi-
dence, or clinical third par-
ty tests reports for product
efficacy. 

The source for these
claims was not indicated in
the advertisement too.
Thus, they contravened
Chapter I, Clauses 1.1, 1.2,
1.4, and 1.5 of the ASCI
Code and ASCI Guidelines
On Advertising Of Foods &
Beverages. 

The ASCI advised the
advertiser to suitably mod-
ify or withdraw the said ad-
vertisement by July 26.
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The Indian Coast Guard
successfully rescued a fish-
ing vessel which was in dis-
tress and 11 men on board
on Wednesday.

The vessel was spotted
by a Dornier aircraft of the
agency, which was on mar-
itime surveillance, at 50
Nautical Miles off Ponnani.
The uncontrolled flooding
from hull rupture near the
keel and the loss of propul-
sion of the vessel posed
threat to safety of the crew,
according to a communica-
tion from the Coast
Guard.The Coast Guard
District Headquarters No.4
(Kerala and Mahe) diverted
its vessel Saksham, which
was on patrol in the area.

Coast Guard
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Actor Asif Ali has said that
it was not fair to unleash a
hate campaign against
musician Ramesh Narayan
as he thanked all those
who supported him after a
video of the composer al-
legedly ‘insulting’ him at a
movie event in Kochi went
viral on Tuesday.

Pointing out that he was
overwhelmed by the love
and support he had re-
ceived after the controver-
sy, the actor said he had
spoken to Mr. Narayan on
Wednesday morning. “He
[Ramesh Narayan] had
been trying to reach me
since Tuesday. But my
phone was switched off.
He was on the verge of
tears as he apologised to
me. I request all to refrain
from the hate campaign
against him as it was only a
misunderstanding,” he
said on the sidelines of a
promotion event for his
forthcoming film Level
Cross here.

Recalling the incident at
the trailer launch of the an-
thology series, Manorath-
angal based on short sto-

ries by M.T. Vasudevan
Nair, the actor pointed out
that the musician seemed
worried after the anchor
had called him with the
wrong name. 

“I had moved to the side
soon after handing over
the memento him. I was
not hurt by his action or
words,” he said.

A video of the incident
showed the actor walking
up towards the musician to
hand over a memento. Mr.
Narayan, who had given
music for the film Swar-
gam Thurakunna Sa-
mayam in the series direct-
ed by Jayaraj, was seen
receiving it without giving

an eye contact to the actor.
The musician was then
seen waving to Mr. Jayaraj,
asking him to come and
present the memento to
him. His demeanour
changed immediately after
the filmmaker presented
him with the memento as
they were seen smiling and
hugging.

The actor had received
support from various quar-
ters for retaining his smile
even after facing snub from
the composer. Netizens
were scathing in their re-
marks as they termed the
musician’s behaviour “un-
professional” and a “very
poor attitude”.
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Actor Asif Ali interacting with students at St. Albert’s College in

Ernakulam during a promotion event on Wednesday. R.K. NITHIN 

Burning issue

National Janata Dal Palakkad district committee members burning Education Minister V. Sivankutty in

effigy in front of the Palakkad Civil Station on Wednesday demanding his resignation over the shortage

of Plus One seats. K.K. MUSTAFAH

The State government has
passed an order to close
down an unaided school
that was functioning with-
out recognition in the Ma-
lappuram district.

General Education Mi-
nister V. Sivankutty accept-
ed a recommendation to
close down Busthanool
Uloom Central School in
Perinthalmanna sub-dis-
trict of Malappuram.

The Malappuram Depu-
ty Director of Education
had conducted an investi-
gation on the basis of a
High Court judgment in
March 2023 and submitted
a report to the Director of

General Education (DGE).
The DGE’s recommenda-
tions were taken into ac-
count before a decision
was taken on the matter by
the Minister.

Mr. Sivankutty also or-
dered that steps be taken
to shift students of Bustha-
nool Uloom Central School
to recognised schools, and
action under the Right to
Education Act and child
rights laws against those
responsible for the func-
tioning of the school with-
out recognition.

The Minister also direct-
ed district education offic-
ers to determine if unre-
cognised schools were
being run and take action
against them. 

Unrecognised school
in Malappuram
closed down 
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The Kerala State Pollution
Control Board (PCB) has is-
sued a show cause notice
to the Kochi Corporation
over poor upkeep of the
civic body’s septage treat-
ment plant at
Brahmapuram.

The directive was issued
following an inspection by
board officials on June 11. It
was found that the plant
was not being properly
maintained. The unit was
found in a dilapidated
condition.

The septage treatment
plant, with a capacity of
100 cubic metres daily,
comes under the purview
of Air (Prevention and Con-
trol of Pollution) Act, 1981,
Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act,
1974, and Environmental
(Protection) Act, 1986, and
is bound to comply with
the rules, according to the
order issued on June 22.

The inspection found
that the plant and its vicin-
ity were in an unhygienic

condition. Roofing was not
provided for the sludge
drying shed. Leachate
from the sludge drying fa-
cility was seen flowing to
the nearby land. The tem-
porary storage facility on
the plant premises was not
sufficient to accommodate
treated water, it said.

The Corporation auth-
orities said corrective steps
had been taken in the light
of lapses pointed out by
the board. T.K. Ashraf,
chairman of the Corpora-
tion Standing Committee
on Health, said the present
septage treatment facilities
at Brahmapuram and Wil-
lingdon Island were not
adequate to treat septage
generated within the Cor-
poration limits. An esti-
mate had been prepared to
implement the work as re-
commended by the board,
he added.

Mr. Ashraf said the pro-
blem could be solved to a
certain extent with the
commissioning of a new
faecal sludge treatment
plant at Brahmapuram.

Brahmapuram plant:
PCB issues notice to
Kochi Corporation 
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The Kerala School Teach-
ers’ Association (KSTA) has
demanded that normalisa-
tion done after adding
Class XII eligibility exam
score to the KEAM en-
trance rank list should be
scientifically reviewed. 

The normalisation was
affecting Kerala syllabus
students adversely. Those
studying in State schools
were pushed to lower
ranks. There needed to be
a scientific approach in
preparation of the rank
list, KSTA stated.

Union’s plea
on KEAM list
normalisation
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