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Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Punjab, Delhi, Uttarakhand,

Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Naga-

land, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, Gangetic West Bengal,

Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Andaman & Nicobar Islands
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ...................41......31.0...... 25.7 Kozhikode .........................4......33.5...... 25.7

Ahmedabad............. —......35.0...... 25.5 Kurnool ........................... —......34.0...... 26.4

Aizawl ........................9......29.3...... 23.0 Lucknow.........................0.3......30.0...... 28.2

Allahabad ................ —......34.7...... 27.8 Madurai ........................... —......40.2...... 26.3

Bengaluru................ —......28.8...... 21.8 Mangaluru.......................18......29.9...... 24.6

Bhopal .......................4......32.5...... 24.4 Mumbai ..........................0.7......33.0...... 28.2

Bhubaneswar .........0.5......30.0...... 26.4 Mysuru............................. —......29.2..........—

Chandigarh..............65......32.6...... 25.6 New Delhi........................ —......34.1...... 29.0

Chennai ................... —......38.3...... 29.6 Patna...............................17......29.8...... 26.9

Coimbatore ............. —......33.4...... 24.4 Port Blair ........................0.5......30.0...... 26.3

Dehradun...............130......28.4...... 25.2 Puducherry ..................... —......37.1...... 27.6

Gangtok ...................32......20.3...... 18.4 Pune .............................15.4......29.8...... 22.6

Goa...........................14......32.0...... 26.2 Raipur.............................. —......33.2...... 25.2

Guwahati ...................1......33.6...... 25.4 Ranchi .............................54......28.2...... 22.6

Hubballi ................... —......28.0...... 23.0 Shillong ...........................13......23.4...... 18.0

Hyderabad..............7.8......31.7...... 21.9 Shimla ...............................9......23.4...... 17.6

Imphal .....................36......30.3...... 20.8 Srinagar........................... —......35.6...... 21.0

Jaipur ...................... —......37.8...... 28.2 Thiruvananthapuram ............5......32.0...... 25.1

Kochi..........................7......31.4...... 25.8 Tiruchi ............................. —......37.7...... 27.0

Kohima ....................20......22.2...... 18.0 Vijayawada.....................0.6......36.6...... 26.4

Kolkata .................43.6......30.6...... 25.0 Visakhapatnam..................4......32.8...... 24.8

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Belapur,

Maharashtra recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 275

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 14

Ahmedabad ..... .25 ..43 35 ... 335 ...397 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .14 ..36 84 ..... 41 ....53 ......*

Chennai............ ...5 ....7 94 ..... 83 ....85 ......*

Delhi ................. .26 ..28 74 ... 100 ...207 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .13 ..15 39 ..... 43 ....59 ......*

Kolkata............. .13 ..54 45 ..... 30 ....45 ......*

Lucknow........... .12 ..14 66 ..... 41 ....48 ......*

Mumbai ............ .27 ..41 33 ..... 68 ....69 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..39 93 ..... 30 ....42 ......*

Visakhapatnam .11 ..56 31 ..... 49 ....99 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

A
ndhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Nai-

du has asserted that he will
rebuild the capital city in
the quickest possible time
by removing the hurdles in
its path, including legal,
one by one and striving to
restore the much-needed
investors’ con�dence.

Releasing a White Paper
on “Amaravati- The peo-
ple’s capital” at a media
conference on Wednesday,
Mr. Naidu said that he has
to consult the Singapore
government to see if it
would collaborate with the
State government again in
taking the capital project
forward under the
changed circumstances.

“Bringing them back is
not so easy as they have ap-

parently lost con�dence in
the Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment. Who would risk
their money on projects
like ours? They would lend
their expertise to several
other countries and States
(like A.P.) in the world.
Here is a situation where
international governments
and potential investors will
ask what guarantee can we

give that everything will be
�ne, after having a bad ex-
perience in the last �ve
years. We need to intros-
pect if such persons (like
former Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy)
should occupy a public of-
�ce ever,” he said. 

Centre’s cooperation
Mr. Naidu said he would

seek the Union govern-
ment’s cooperation to re-
build Amaravati and exud-
ed con�dence that the
expected support would
come.

The Centre had provid-
ed capital gains exemption
for all sales of land and re-
leased ₹1,500 crore of the
approved ₹2,500 crore for
Amaravati.

The TDP government in-
vited tenders worth ₹41,170
crore between 2014 and
2019 and all the works
were grounded. 

A sum of ₹4,319 crore
was paid and the payables
as on date stood at ₹1,269
crore. 

Mr. Naidu said the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) go-
vernment “ruined everyth-
ing and the present go-
vernment was in an
unenviable situation be-
cause of it”. 

Will rebuild Amaravati city
as soon as possible: Naidu

N. Chandrababu Naidu giving a presentation after releasing a White

Paper on Amaravati on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

CM says that he has to consult with Singapore government whether it is willing to take up project,

adding that YSRCP ruined everything in the past �ve years; he released White Paper on Amaravati

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

CPI Andhra Pradesh secre-
tary K. Ramakrishna on
Wednesday said this was
the “right time” for Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu to insist on the
Centre to extend Special
Category Status to Andhra
Pradesh. The CPI leader
was in the city as part of
the three-day CPI State
Council meeting.

The sale of the assets of
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant
(VSP) by the Centre is a
part of its larger ploy of sell
the plant, he said.

Mr. Ramakrishna re-
called that the trade un-
ions and the Left parties
had been staging protests
in all the districts against
the privatisation. He said
the CPI national council
meeting to be held in Delhi
from July 11 to 15 would al-
so discuss the Visakhapat-
nam steel plant issue.

‘A.P. CM must
convince
Centre for
special status’

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM
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Kochi South

The police on Wednesday
recorded the arrest of
three persons in connec-
tion with the murder of Ka-
la, a young woman, at Man-
nar in Alappuzha 15 years
ago.

The arrested have been
identi�ed as Jinu, Soman
and Pramod. The FIR regis-
tered by the Mannar police
has named Anil Kumar,
former husband of Kala, as

the �rst accused. He is re-
portedly working in Israel.
Authorities said steps had
been initiated to bring Anil
Kumar back from Israel.

Kala, 27, of Mannar went
missing in 2009. According
to the FIR, Anil Kumar,
along with the three arrest-
ed, all relatives of the form-
er, murdered Kala on the
Valiya Perumpuzha bridge
in 2009. They transported
her body in a car before
burying it at an unidenti-
�ed location and destroy-

ing evidence. The FIR, ho-
wever, did not mention the
date of the crime and the
place where the body was
buried.

Murder con�rmed
On July 2, the police team
investigating the case reco-
vered some materials, in-
cluding likely human body
parts, from a septic tank in
the compound of Anil Ku-
mar’s house at Mannar.
District Police Chief (DPC)
Chaitra Teresa John later

con�rmed that the woman
was murdered. The police,
a couple of months ago,
launched a probe into the
woman’s missing case after
receiving an anonymous
letter at the Ambalappuzha
police station stating that
Kala was murdered. 

O�cials said the FIR
was registered based on a
complaint �led by Suresh
Kumar K.V., a relative of
Anil Kumar. Mr. Suresh,
who was taken into custo-
dy along with the arrested,

reportedly divulged to the
investigators that after
committing the murder,
Anil Kumar sought his help
to bury the body. He, ho-
wever, rejected the de-
mand. On the reason for
the delay in reporting the
crime by the complainant,
the FIR noted that Mr. Su-
resh “feared the �rst ac-
cused (Anil Kumar)." The
Judicial First Class Magis-
trate Court, Chengannur,
sent the arrested in police
custody for six days.

Mannar murder: police record arrest of three persons 
The Hindu Bureau
ALAPPUZHA

The Madras High Court on
Wednesday set aside the
conviction and three-year
sentence imposed by a trial
court in 2019 on the then
Youth Welfare and Sports
Development Minister, P.
Balakrishna Reddy, in a
1998 case of rioting related
to protests against illicit ar-
rack in Krishnagiri.

Justice G. Jayachandran
allowed the appeals pre-
ferred by the former Minis-
ter and 15 other convicts
against the verdict passed
by a special court for MP/
MLA cases in Chennai in Ja-
nuary 2019, holding that
the trial court had erred in
convicting them despite a
lack of credible evidence. 

“On a cumulative assess-
ment of the evidence, this
court �nds several lacunae
in the prosecution case
and those lacunae enure to
the bene�t of the accused
persons. The trial court,
unfortunately, failed to
note that the prosecution
was unable to even ascer-
tain the identity of the ac-
cused persons who had
gathered for the protest
and formed an unlawful as-
sembly. It convicted them
at random based on the
weak and uncorroborative
evidence,” the judge
wrote. The conviction of
the then Minister by the
trial court created ripples
in political circles in 2019,
as he faced disquali�cation
from continuing in the
AIADMK Cabinet due to
being sentenced to more
than two years.

Madras HC
sets aside
ex-Minister’s
conviction in
rioting case 
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