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SMOOTH SAILING
A group of migrant fishermen navigating the backwaters of Kochi in traditional boats |  A SANESH

Don’t interfere 
in Muslim girls’ 
education, MES 
tells Samastha
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

THE Muslim Educational Soci-
ety (MES) on Tuesday slammed 
Samastha Kerala Jem-Iyyathul 
Ulama and president Syed Mu-
hammad Jifri Muthukoya 
Thangal, saying they should re-
frain from interfering in the 
education of  Muslim girls.

MES president Fazal Gafoor 
made the remark during a press 
meet in Malappuram, as a coun-
ter to Thangal’s recent state-
ment that the education of  girls 
from the community should be 
within the stipulated limits of  
the religion.  

“A majority of  Muslim girls 
are not under the influence of  
religious organisations. They 
are going abroad to pursue 
higher education. They are not 
bothered by the advice of  the
religious organisations. So, it 
would be pointless for Sa-

mastha to in-
terfere in their 
e d u c a t i o n , ” 
Gafoor said. 

Referring to 
the recent Lok 
Sabha elec-
tions, Gafoor 

said Samastha was incapable 
of  influencing voters. “One of  
our opinion polls proved it. We 
took the opinion of  5,000 stu-
dents. Of  them, just 4.5% said 
religious organisations are in-
fluencing them to take political 
decisions. Both the LDF and 
UDF should understand this,” 
Gafoor said.

Gafoor also demanded that 
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) be 
scrapped and the state govern-
ment conduct an entrance test 
equivalent to NEET, consider-
ing the question paper leak and 
other misappropriations relat-
ed to the earlier test. 

“The state gover nment 
should take the same stand as 
Tamil Nadu CM M K Stalin, 
and should initiate immediate 
steps to conduct a medical en-
trance examination for stu-
dents in Kerala,” Gafoor said. 
He also urged the government 
to conduct a caste census, and 
said the survey should assess 
the financial status of  people. 
“If  any caste gets more than it 
deserves, it should be revoked,” 
he said.

AKG Centre attack: Former Youth Congress leader arrested
T’Puram: A former Youth Congress district secretary, who was arraigned as one of the key accused in 
the crude bomb attack on AKG Centre, was arrested from New Delhi airport on Tuesday morning. 
Suhail Shajahan, who is considered close to KPCC chief K Sudhakaran, was detained when he arrived 
from a Gulf country. The police had issued a lookout notice against Suhail. The crime branch had 
claimed that Suhail was the key conspirator in the case as it was on his insistence that another Youth 
Congress worker named Jithin hurled crude bombs at the AKG Centre on July 1, 2022. The case was 
first probed by the local police, which failed to arrest the culprits. It was then that the State Crime 
Branch was entrusted with the probe. 

A R U N  M  @Kochi

THE donors who fell prey to the 
recently busted global organ 
trafficking racket were not  
paid the promised compensa-
tion despite the recipients pay-
ing the amounts demanded by 
the racket, police investigation 
has revealed. 

Kalamassery resident 
Sajith Shyam, 43 -- the third 
accused in the case -- made 
these startling revelations 
during the interrogation. He 
admitted to transferring the 
funds collected to a medical 
tourism firm operated by the 
prime suspect, Madhu Jayaku-
mar, in Kochi. This firm, which 
posed as a medical tourism en-
terprise, was a cover for illegal 
organ transplants, sources with 
the police confirmed. 

Sajith is learnt to have told 
investigators that donors were 

promised 
up to Rs 6 lakh per organ, but 
the police found that the racket 
charged recipients up to Rs 50 
lakh in some cases.

While four persons have been 
arrested so far, Madhu Jayaku-
mar remains at large, accord-
ing to the police. The investiga-
tors have found a broad 
criminal conspiracy behind the 

organ trafficking. 
Charges of  crimi-
nal conspiracy 
have been invoked 

a g a i n s t  t h e 
accused. 

The police found that 
Sajith had witnessed the 

rent agreement for the medi-
cal tourism firm, indicating he 
had prior knowledge of  the 
criminal activities, a source 
said.

The racket was uncovered 
with the arrest of  Valappad 
resident Sabith Nasar from Ko-
chi airport on May 19. Sabith 
confessed to facilitating the 
travel of  20 Indians to Iran for 
organ harvesting. His confes-
sion led to Sajith’s implication 
in the case. Sajith admitted to 
acting as an interlink between 
Madhu and the organ donors. 
The police found evidence of  
significant financial transac-

tions, illegally collected from 
the recipients, and frequent 
phone calls between Sajith and 
Madhu.

Sajith and Madhu are child-
hood friends, with Sajith claim-
ing that Madhu told him he was 
running a medical business in 
India and Iran. Some clients 
could not transfer money di-
rectly to Madhu’s account, so 
they transferred it to Sajith 
who then forwarded it to Mad-
hu. However, the police believe 
Sajith had prior knowledge of  
the criminal activities.

It was also discovered that 
none of  the donors received the 
necessary post-operative care. 

The donors were taken to a 
private hospital in Iran, where 
they donated organs to matched 
recipients. They received three 
days of  treatment at the hospi-
tal, followed by a 20-day stay in 
a flat before returning to India.
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K Surendran @surendranbjp
The Congress and Rahul Gandhi label Hindus as violent. Yet, their own leader, Bhupesh Baghel, then Chief Min-
ister of Chhattisgarh, was involved in the infamous Mahadev Betting App scam, receiving ?508 crore in kick-
backs from the app’s promoters in the UAE, as per investigation agencies. They disgrace Hindu worshippers by 
profiting in the name of Hindu gods and still have the audacity to call proud Hindus violent. What an irony!
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Aditya-L1 completes 1st 
‘halo’ orbit around L1
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

ADITYA-L1– India’s maiden 
mission to the Sun launched 
on September 2, 2023, has 
completed its first ‘halo’ or-
bit around the Sun-Earth 
Lagrange 1 point, ISRO an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The observatory sat-
ellite was inserted 
into its targeted halo 
orbit on January 6, 
2024. The spacecraft 
has taken 178 days to 
complete a revolution 
around the L1 point, 
which is 1.5 Km from Earth 
towards the Sun. The orbital 
plane of  the halo orbit is 
perpendicular to the Earth-
Sun axis.

This extraordinary feat 
and crucial manoeuvre was 
possible due to the state-of-
the-art flight dynamics soft-

ware developed in-house at 
UR Rao Satellite Centre 
(URSC) in Bengaluru. This 
has made the software fully 
reliable and validated the ca-
pabil i ty  of  Aditya-L1 
missions.

The spacecraft took a pre-
cise three-dimensional tra-
jectory. The final firing of  

the thrusters on July 2 
placed the spacecraft 
back in the required 
orbit. 

“It underwent two 
station-keeping ma-

noeuvres on Febru-
ary 22 and June 7, re-

spectively, to maintain this 
orbit. Today’s third station-
keeping manoeuvre has en-
sured that its travel contin-
u e d  i n t o  t h e  s e c o n d 
revolution around the L1 
point second halo orbit path 
around L1,” said ISRO in a 
statement. 

SIO urges Rahul to address 
attacks against Muslims 
Asks him to take effective steps to stop violence against community

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

ACTIVISTS of  the Students Is-
lamic Organisation (SIO) have 
written to leader of  Opposition 
in Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, 
urging him to intervene in the 
continuing attacks 
against Muslims in vari-
ous parts of  North In-
dia. The organisation 
asked Rahul to take “ef-
fective steps to stop vio-
lence against Muslims 
that not only tarnish our 
international reputation 
but also threaten the very es-
sence of  our nation.”

The letters were written at a 
time when there is a growing 
feeling among the community 
that Congress is not vocal in op-
posing the attacks. SIO sought 
Rahul’s “urgent attention to 
the escalating incidents of  hate 
speech, violence, bulldozing of  
houses, and lynching targeting 
the Muslim community in our 
country,” saying that “these 

heinous acts are not only a 
gross violation of  human rights 
but also a threat to the secular 
and democratic fabric of  our 
nation.”

“On June 4, a Muslim man 
was lynched during a cricket 
match in Gujarat due to dissat-

isfaction with his per-
formance. This was the 
sixth lynching incident 
in a span of  just a few 
weeks. Such incidents 
reflect a disturbing trend 
of  increasing mob vio-
lence fuelled by hate 
speech and religious in-

tolerance,” the letter said.
It added that incidents of  

mob violence were reported 
from states like Chhattisgarh, 
Gujarat, Odisha, and Telanga-
na. “The prevalence of  such 
acts is fostering an environ-
ment of  fear and insecurity 
among the Muslim community, 
undermining their sense of  be-
longing and safety in their own 
country,” SIO said.

The organisation asked Ra-

hul to advocate for strict en-
forcement of  laws against hate 
speech and violence and push 
for rigorous enforcement of  ex-
isting laws against hate speech, 
violence, and discrimination. It 
also called for the establish-
ment of  special fast-track 
courts to handle cases of  mob 
violence and lynching.

SIO said that the arbitrary 
bulldozing of  houses should be 
stopped and property rights 
should be respected. SIO asked 
Rahul to initiate and support 
programmes aimed at fostering 
interfaith dialogue and under-
standing. Educational cam-
paigns should be launched to 
promote communal harmony 
and highlight the dangers of  
hate speech and violence.

SIO leaders said letters will 
be sent to all the 20 Lok Sabha 
members from Kerala. SIO 
state president Muhammad 
Sayeed T K inaugurated the let-
ter campaign on July 1. The 
campaign will conclude on July 
10. E
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Organ harvesting racket did not pay 
promised compensation to donors
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