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Posters seeking Cong district prez’s 
resignation appears at party HQ
Thankappan faced criticism for not engaging actively in Alathur Lok Sabha poll campaigns

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad

THE factionalism within the 
Palakkad district Congress 
committee is out in the open as 
posters demanding resignation 
of  DCC president A Thankap-
pan were found on the walls of  
the party headquarters here 
early Sunday morning.

Following the defeat in the 
Lok Sabha elections in the 
Alathur constituency, the A/I 
factions within the party ac-
cused district leaders of  inad-
equate intervention during the 
election period. 

Thankappan faced heavy 
criticism for purportedly not 
actively engaging in the 
Alathur campaigns during a 
subsequent meeting.

Congress’s Remya Haridas 
lost to CPM’s K Radhakrishnan 
by a margin of  20,111 votes. 

Posters against the DCC presi-
dent appeared in the city soon 
after the election results were 
announced.

The poster row comes at a 
time when political parties be-
gan preliminary work for the 
upcoming by-election to the 
Palakkad assembly seat, which 
was previously represented by 

Congress leader Shafi Param-
bil who now represents Vadaka-
ra constituency in the Lok 
Sabha.“The party’s state-level 
leadership is yet to finalise its 
candidate in Palakkad. How-
ever, there are discussions 
about selecting a youth leader 
from outside the district as the 
first choice. This has led to in-

ternal discord within the party, 
with some members demand-
ing a local leader as the candi-
date to ensure a balance of  
power among the factions. Dur-
ing a recent DCC meeting, a 
member even proposed a reso-
lution against considering can-
didates from outside the dis-
trict,” said a party source. 

The posters demanding the 
resignation of Thankappan, 
who also served as the election 
committee chairman of  the 
Alathur LS constituency, were 
removed by party workers.

Country-made bomb 
explodes at Chavakkad, 
youth arrested
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Thrissur

CHAVAKKAD police arrested a 
youth in connection with an ex-
plosion of  a country-made 
bomb near Muthanmavu Junc-
tion in Orumanayur on Sunday. 
The arrested is Masthan Sha-
feeq. According to locals and 
sources with the police, 
the incident occurred 
around 2.30pm. 

“We heard a loud ex-
plosion and saw smoke 
spreading on the Sakha 
Road. We also noticed 
glass pieces, stones and an 
explosive object wrapped in 
cloth,” said a resident. Fortu-
nately, no one was injured in 
the explosion.

Later, the bomb squad from 
Thrissur visited the spot, in-
spected the accident area and 
collected samples as part of  in-
vestigation procedures. 

Shafeeq, who has over 20 
criminal cases against him 

in the Thrissur City Po-
lice limits, lived in Man-
nuthy and shifted to 
Orumanayur two years 
ago.

Police said the ac-
cused had made the 

bomb at his house. “On 
Sunday, he threw the bomb on 
the road after a quarrel with 
his mother for keeping bombs 
at their house. The accused was 
highly inebriated and is yet to 
cooperate with the interroga-
tion. His arrest will be recorded 
at the earliest,” the police 
added.

A party worker removes posters that appeared against Palakkad DCC president A 
Thankappan early on Sunday 

The party’s state-level 
leadership is yet to finalise 
its candidate in Palakkad. 
However, there are 

discussions about selecting a youth 
leader from outside the district as 
the first choice. This has led to 
internal discord within the party

A party source

MIRRORING NATURE
A pool formed inland after the seawater breached the area during high tide at Vypeen in Kochi on Sunday |  A SANESH

TEEN DIES OF VIRAL HEPATITIS 
IN MALAPPURAM DISTRICT
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

ONE more death has been re-
ported in Malappuram due to 
viral hepatitis on Sunday. The 
deceased is Dilsha Sherin, 15, 
of  Chelembra, who was under 
treatment at a private hospital 
in Kottakkal. 

Chelembra panchayat au-
thorities said that 63 viral hepa-
titis cases have been recorded 
in the local body so far. “The 
girl was diagnosed with viral 
hepatitis last Friday but suc-
cumbed to the disease on Sun-
day morning. The condition of  
other patients with the disease 
is not critical,” said panchayat 
president Sameera.

The sudden outbreak has 
been linked with a wedding cer-
emony held at an auditorium in 
Moonniyur panchayat on May 
16.

 The food and water served 
at the wedding caused the 
disease in many people. 
As neighbour of  Dilsha 
was also infected by con-
suming contaminated 
water from the event. 
The 15-year-old may 
have contracted the 

disease from the neighbour. 
Most of  the infected people are 
from Paingottoor and Pullippa-
ramb areas in Chelembra 
panchayat.

Panchayat authorities have 
initiated measures to prevent 
the spread of  the disease since 
the first report of  the infection 
in May. 

“We have taken measures to 
create awareness about the dis-
ease among people. We distrib-
uted leaflets containing infor-
mation about the symptoms, 
preventive measures, and other 
details. Additionally, we chlo-
rinated wells and other water 
bodies in the area. Efforts to 
prevent the spread of  the dis-
ease will continue,” said 
Sameera.

In Vallikkunnu, 293 people 
have been infected, most of  
them primarily and secondari-
ly from the wedding. Vallikkun-
nu panchayat president Shylaja 
said that none of  the infected 
are in a critical condition. 

“We conducted a camp to 
identify the viral hepatitis pa-
tients and found that most of  
them had attended the wedding 
ceremony at Moonniyur,” Shy-
laja said.

Wild jumbo with injured leg 
tranquillised in Mannarkkad
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad

FOREST of ficials on 
Sunday morning admin-
istered tranquilisers to a 
wild elephant found 
with an injured leg 
at Thiruvazhiyode 
in Kottopadam 
v i l l a g e  n e a r 
Mannarkkad. 

It is learnt that 
the forest rangers 
are monitoring the 
jumbo, which is estimat-
ed to be around 10 years 
old. Local residents spot-

ted the elephant in the 
Karadiyode area and 
promptly alerted the for-
est department as the 
a n i m a l  r e m a i n e d 
stationary.

Upon inspection, 
forest guards ob-

served the leg 
injury and sum-
moned forest 
veterinary sur-

geon Dr David 
Abraham, who ar-

rived at the scene to 
oversee the treatment 
procedures. 

Efforts are underway 

to provide medical care 
to the elephant once it is 
sedated, with plans to re-
locate it back into the 
forest once it has fully 
recovered.Officials said 
the elephant was found 
roaming in the inhabited 
area over the past few 
days.

 Mannarkkad forest 
range officer N Subair, 
Thiruvazhamkunnu dep-
uty range forest officer K 
Sunilkumar, local police, 
and members of  the rap-
id response team (RRT) 
were present at the spot.

Woman found dead 
in well in Wayanad 

Kalpetta: A woman was 
found dead in a well in 

Wayanad on Sunday. Meena, 
42, a native of Pozhuthana, 

was found dead inside the 
well near her house. Meena’s 
relatives informed the police 

that she had been missing 
for the past two days. Vythiri 

police registered a case of 
unnatural death and 

launched an investigation. 
As per the primary 

investigation, it is found that 
Meena used to get into fight 

with husband Narayanan. 
Meena’s son found the body 

on Sunday. Meanwhile, 
Narayanan is absconding.

Four hurt in fox attack 
in Kozhikode; 1 critical
Kozhikode: An attack by a fox 
has left four persons injured, 
one of them grievously, at 
Modakallur in Kozhikode. The 
fox died later, sparking 
concerns of rabies infection. 
Three of the victims were 
bitten by the fox on the 
premises of their houses. All 
the victims, including the one 
who is critical, are being 
treated at the Kozhikode 
Medical College Hospital. 
Though local residents 
managed to capture the fox, it 
died later. A postmortem of the 
wild animal is planned on 
Monday to verify whether it
was infected with rabies or not.

Guruvayur temple withdraws decision to 
enforce darshan restriction 

Thrissur: The Guruvayur Devaswom Board has informed the 
withdrawal of VIP/special darshan restrictions that were 

supposed to be enforced on the Udayasthamana Pooja days 
starting July 1 at the Guruvayur Sree Krishna temple. The decision 

comes in light of the manageable crowd of devotees. However, 
restrictions will still be in place on public holidays. On these days, 
the temple will open at 3:30pm to accommodate more devotees, 

informed the administration.

EXPRESS READ

SYMPTOMS
Fever, loss of appetite, 

nausea, vomiting, yellow 
eyes, yellow urine

PREVENTIVE 
MEASURES

Always drink boiled 
water

Avoid eating cold food 
and food items that are not 
sealed or protected, as well 

as open food items

Wash your hands with 
soap before eating and 

after using the restroom

If symptoms occur, 
inform the nearest health 
centre and avoid contact 

with others for at least 
three weeks

 Do not 
adopt 

unscientific 
methods of 
treatment.

We heard a loud explosion 
and saw smoke spreading on 
the Sakha Road. We also 
noticed glass pieces, stones 
and an explosive object 
wrapped in cloth

A resident

Financial aid for lottery agents with disabilities
T’Puram: The Kerala State Handicapped Welfare Corporation will be 
providing financial assistance of J5,000 each to lottery agents with 40% 
disability or more who have been active as agents in 2024. Application 
forms available on www.hpwc.kerala.gov.in. Ph 0471-2347768, 9497281896. 
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