
AP 
RADFORD (VIRGINIA)  

Republican vice-presidential 
nominee JD Vance used his 
first solo campaign rallies Mon-
day to throw fresh barbs at Vice 
President Kamala Harris a day 
after President Joe Biden threw 
the presidential election into 
upheaval by dropping out and 
endorsing his second-in-com-
mand to lead Democrats against 
Donald Trump. 

The Ohio senator cam-
paigned at his former high 
school in Middletown before an 
evening stop in Radford, Vir-
ginia, two venues intended to 

play up his conservative popu-
list appeal across the Rust Belt 
and small-town America that he 
said the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration has forgotten. 

“History will remember Joe 
Biden as not just a quitter, which 
he is, but as one of the worst 
presidents in the history of the 
United States of America,” 
Vance said in Virginia. “But my 
friends, Kamala Harris is a mil-
lion times worse and everybody 
knows it. She signed up for 
every single one of Joe Biden’s 
failures, and she lied about his 
mental capacity to serve as 
president.” 

Vance sought to saddle Harris 

with the administration’s record 
on inflation and immigration, 
clarifying the lines of attack that 
the Trump campaign will use 
even with the change at the top 
of the Democratic ticket. Harris 
still must be formally nomi-
nated but has quickly consoli-
dated commitments from top 
party leaders and is now backed 
publicly by enough delegates to 
win her party’s nomination vote, 
according to an AP survey. 
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CAMPAIGN PITCH | She is in best position to 
beat Republican prez rival Trump 

Agencies 
WASHINGTON 

Less than 36 hours after Presi-
dent Joe Biden endorsed Vice-
President Kamala Harris  she 
secured the nomination on 
Monday night by winning the 
pledged support of a majority 
of the party's delegates who 
will determine the nomina-
tion, the campaign said. 

"Tonight, I am proud to have 
secured the broad support 
needed to become our party’s 
nominee," Harris said in a 
statement late Monday night. 
"I look forward to formally ac-
cepting the nomination soon." 

Harris will campaign in the 
critical battleground state of 
Wisconsin on Tuesday for the 
first time as a presidential can-
didate after enough Demo-
cratic delegates pledged to 
endorse her, clearing her path 
to the nomination. 

Harris has become the 
party's presumed nominee 
after President Joe Biden with-
drew from his re-election 
campaign on Sunday, follow-
ing weeks of party acrimony 
and internal polls showing his 
support collapsing. 

An unofficial survey of del-
egates by the Associated Press 
showed Harris with more than 

2,500 delegates, well over the 
1,976 needed to win a vote in 
the coming weeks. Delegates 
could still, technically, change 
their minds but nobody else 
received any votes in the AP 
survey; 54 delegates said they 
were undecided. 

The Wisconsin trip offers 
another opportunity for the 
59-year-old former California 
prosecutor to reset the Demo-
crats' campaign and make the 
case that she is best positioned 
to beat Trump. Harris is sched-
uled to deliver remarks at a 
political event in Milwaukee at 

1:05 pm. 
She offered a sense of how 

she plans to attack Trump on 
Monday, referring to her past 
of pursuing "predators" and 
"fraudsters" as San Francisco 
district attorney and California 
attorney general. 

"So hear me when I say I 
know Donald Trump's type," 
she said of her rival, a con-
victed felon who was found li-
able for sexual assault in civil 
court. Other courts have found 
fraud was committed in his 
business, charitable founda-
tion and private university.

Enough delegates 
for Harris

A daunting to-do list for Kamala
AP 
WASHINGTON 

It's a daunting to-do list. Vice-
President Kamala Harris 
suddenly needs to whip up a 
presidential campaign almost 
from scratch. It's a process that 
usually takes months, even 
years. Harris has only about 
two months before early voting 
starts. And, of course, nothing 
is guaranteed, despite her get-
ting the endorsement of Presi-
dent Joe Biden – and 
significant pieces of his cam-
paign – after he exited the race 
on Sunday. 

That means she is in a rush 
to raise money, figure out a 
strategy, hire staff, set up a 

website, make some ads, plan a 
convention and on and on. The 
checklist is long, but at least, as 
of Monday morning, she had a 
campaign logo. And Harris 
does have a big advantage in 
that she's already on the Demo-
cratic ticket as the vice-presi-
dential nominee and had run 
previously in 2020 for the 
presidency. With a boost from 
Biden's endorsement, she's se-
cured support from enough 
delegates to become her 
party's nominee. 

Even if the campaign is 
something of a start-up, Harris 
does have a leg up. That's 
thanks to the existing Biden 
campaign infrastructure that 
she will inherit. There are cam-

paign offices already in Wil-
mington, Delaware. The official 
campaign committee has been 
renamed for her, according to 
filings with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission. She can re-
tain much of Biden's campaign 
staff and layer in her own 
people.  

"Campaigns are basically 
startup companies with 
hundreds, of millions of dol-
lars, with hundreds of staff, all 
trying to do a lot of things in a 
very short period of time," says 
Joe Caiazzo, who was the 2020 
state director in New Hamp-
shire for Bernie Sanders' presi-
dential bid. "And there's a 
whole Democratic operating 
class that is ready and waiting."

Kamala Harris and Second Gentleman Doug Emhoff at 
her campaign headquarters in Wilmington, Delaware

Veep backed every Biden failure: Vance

Deal may be near for release of 
hostages in Gaza: Netanyahu
Agencies 
JERUSALEM, CAIRO 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu told families of 
hostages held in Gaza that a 
deal that would secure their 
release could be near, his office 
said on Tuesday, as fighting 
raged in the battered Palesti-
nian enclave. Israeli forces 
pressed on with a raid into 
Gaza's southern area of Khan 
Younis after ordering civilians 
to evacuate some districts they 
said had been used for re-
newed attacks by Palestinian 
militants. 

Thousands of people were 
fleeing for safer areas as Israeli 
airstrikes hit, U.N. officials said. 
Netanyahu is currently in 
Washington and is expected to 
meet US President Joe Biden 
later this week after making an 
address to Congress. 

Speaking in the US capital 
on Monday to families of hos-
tages, he said: "The conditions 
(for a deal) are undoubtedly ri-
pening. This is a good sign." Ef-
forts to reach a ceasefire in the 
war between Israel and 

Hamas, outlined by Biden in 
May and mediated by Egypt 
and Qatar, have gained mo-
mentum over the past month. 

"Unfortunately, it will not 
take place all at once; there 
will be stages. However, I be-
lieve that we can advance the 
deal and leave us in pos-
session of the leverage to 
bring about the release of the 
others (hostages not freed in 
first stage)," Netanyahu said. 
Senior Hamas official Sami 
Abu Zuhri told Reuters there 
was nothing new in Netany-
ahu's stance. "Netanyahu is 

still stalling and he is sending 
delegations only to calm 
down the anger of families of 
Israeli captives," he said. 

An Israeli negotiation team 
was due on Thursday to re-
sume talks that would include 
hostages being released in re-
turn for Palestinian prisoners 
held in Israeli jails.  The hos-
tages were seized in the 
Hamas raid into southern Is-
rael on October 7, 2023  in 
which about 1,200 people 
were killed and around and 
250 taken captive, according 
to Israeli tallies.

Palestinian officials said that a raid on Tuesday by Israeli 
forces in the Tulkarem camp killed five Palestinians

Israel moving settlers 
to the West Bank
AP 
JERUSALEM 

The Israeli government has 
budgeted millions of dollars to 
protect small, unauthorized Jew-
ish farms in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, underwriting tiny out-
posts meant to grow into full-
fledged settlements, according to 
an anti-settlement monitoring 
group. Documents uncovered by 
Peace Now illustrate how Israel's 
pro-settler government has 
quietly poured money into the un-
authorized outposts, which are 
separate from its more than 100 of-
ficially recognized settlements. 

Some of those outposts have been 
linked to settler violence against 
Palestinians and are sanctioned by 
the US. Palestinians and the inter-
national community say all settle-
ments are illegal or illegitimate 
and undermine hopes for a two-
state solution. 

The Ministry of Settlements 
and National Mission, which is 
headed by a far-right settler 
leader, confirmed it budgeted 75 
million Shekels (USD 20.5 million) 
last year for security equipment 
for "young settlements" - the term 
it uses for unauthorized Jewish 
farms and outposts in the West 
Bank.

Hindu temple 
vandalised in 
Canada
PTI 
OTTAWA 

A Bochasanwasi Aksharpuru-
shottam Swaminarayan San-
stha (BAPS) Swaminarayan 
temple in the Canadian city of 
Edmonton has been vandal-
ised with alleged hateful and 
anti-India graffiti, amidst rising 
Hinduphobia in the country. 

The Consulate General of 
India in Vancouver said in a 
post on X: "We condemn the 
defacing of BAPS Shri Swami-
narayan Mandir in #Edmon-
ton with anti-India graffiti.  


