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CONTRAST WITH BIDEN | Backers say Harris is likely to be more sharp in her public criticism of Israel

AP 
WASHINGTON 

Kamala Harris, the presumptive 
Democratic presidential nominee, 
has pressed Israel’s Benjamin Net-
anyahu on the “dire” humanitarian 
situation in Gaza in talks that she 
described as frank, adding, “I will 
not be silent.” In comments that 
were closely watched for signs of a 
shift from Joe Biden’s policy ap-
proach, the US Vice-President said 
after the meeting: “What has hap-

pened in Gaza over the past nine 
months is devastating. The images 
of dead children and desperate 
hungry people fleeing for safety, 
sometimes displaced for the sec-
ond, third or fourth time.” 

She acknowledged that “Israel 
has a right to defend itself” and de-
nounced Hamas as a brutal terror-
ist organisation that triggered the 
war and had committed ‘“horrific 
acts of sexual violence” but she 
made clear that how Israel de-
fended itself mattered, adding 

later: “We cannot look away in the 
face of these tragedies (in Gaza). 
We cannot allow ourselves to be-
come numb to the suffering and I 
will not be silent.” She called for 
the establishment of a Palestinian 
state and for Netanyahu and 
Hamas to agree to a ceasefire and 
hostage release deal to end a war 
that  had led to the deaths of far too 
many innocent civilians. “As I just 
told Prime Minister Netanyahu, it 
is time to get this deal done,” she 
said. Hours earlier, Israel’s Prime 
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Minister had enjoyed a more cor-
dial greeting from Biden in the 
Oval Office, saying: “From a proud 
Jewish Zionist to a proud Irish-
American Zionist, I want to thank 
you for 50 years of public service 
and 50 years of support for the 
state of Israel.” 

According to a White House ac-
count of their meeting, the two 
leaders discussed the ceasefire 

and hostage negotiations “in de-
tail”, and Biden “expressed the 
need to close the remaining gaps, 
finalize the deal as soon as poss-
ible, bring the hostages home, and 
reach a durable end to the war in 
Gaza”. Harris’ forceful remarks on 
Thursday, reflected what might 
mark a departure from Biden in 
how she deals with Netanyahu. 
Some noted the significance of 

Harris being the one to give public 
remarks after both she and Biden 
had separately met the Prime 
Minister. During the meeting, Har-
ris brought up the repeated dis-
placement of Palestinians since 
the start of the war, sparked by 
Hamas’s attack on southern Israel 
on  October 7, 2023  in which 1,200 
civilians were killed and 250 hos-
tages taken.
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