
09 DHARMAPURI TUESDAY 02�07�2024

Russia captures two more Ukraine villages
MOSCOW

RUSSIA on Monday claimed to 
have captured two more villag-
es in eastern Ukraine. 

Moscow has been making 
some advances in Ukraine 
against weakened and out-
gunned Ukrainian forces, yet 
over two years of  fighting has 
also been felt in some border 
towns in Russia.

Following advances over the 

weekend, Moscow’s defence 
ministry said it took the 
U k r a i n i a n  v i l l a g e  o f  
Novopokrovske in the war-bat-
tered Donetsk region. 

The tiny village lies in an 
area of  the front – northwest of  
occupied Avdiivka – where 
Moscow has been claiming to 
capture a new settlement al-
most every week this summer.  

Moscow also said its forces 
took the village of  Stepova Nov-

oselivka in the Kharkiv region, 
where Russia launched a re-
newed local offensive in May. 

President Vladimir Putin 
said Russia has stepped up its 
push in the northeast to create 
a buffer against Ukrainian at-
tacks along its border regions. 

Kyiv has been hitting Rus-
sia’s southern and western re-
gions, with Moscow reporting 
on Monday it had downed 36 
drones overnight in several re-

gions. Ukraine said two women 
– aged 65 and 70 – were killed in 
the streets of  the eastern town 
of  Ukrainsk by shelling. Donet-
sk regional governor, Vadym 
Filashkin, renewed his call for 
people to flee frontline villages, 
but many elderly residents 
have resisted the calls. 

“It is dangerous to stay here! 
Be responsible! Evacuate!,” 
Filashkin wrote on social me-
dia.  AFP

Power outage at Russian 
border region after attack
Moscow: Officials in Russian 
regions bordering Ukraine 
reported power cuts and water 
supply issues on Monday after 
deadly drone attacks by Kyiv. 
Russia, for its part, has heavily 
targeted Ukraine’s energy network 
and Kyiv has been forced to 
introduce scheduled nationwide 
blackouts. In Russia’s Belgorod, 
“there have been power 
restrictions since early morning,” 
the city’s mayor, Valentin 
Demidov, wrote on Telegram on 
Monday, 

French election 
round one goes 
to far-right party
Macron’s camp hopes that tactical voting on 
July 7 will prevent RN from absolute majority

PARIS

FRENCH President Emmanuel 
Macron and his allies were on 
Monday battling to prevent the 
far right from taking an abso-
lute majority and control of  
government in a historic first 
after his gamble on early elec-
tions backfired. 

The far-right National Rally 
(RN) party of  Ma-
rine Le Pen won a re-
sounding victory in 
the first round of  the 
polls Sunday, with 
Macron’s centrists 
trailing in third be-
hind a left-wing 
coalition.

 But the key sus-
pense ahead of  the 
second round on July 
7 was whether the 
RN would win an ab-
solute majority in 
the new National As-
sembly, enabling it to form a 
government and make Le Pen’s 
protege Jordan Bardella, 28, 
prime minister. Most projec-
tions published by French poll-
ing organisations showed the 
RN falling short of  an absolute 
majority, but the final outcome 
remains far from certain. 

A hung parliament could 
lead to months of  political pa-
ralysis and chaos –  just as Par-
is is preparing to host the Ol-
ympic Games this summer, and 
while France on the interna-
tional stage takes a prime role 

in backing Ukraine against the 
Russian invasion. 

French Prime Minister 
Gabriel Attal, who is likely to 
be forced to resign after the sec-
ond round, warned that the far 
right was now at the “gates of  
power”. The RN should not get 
a “single vote” in the second 
round, he said.  Raphael Glucks-
mann, a key figure in the left-

wing alliance, said 
voters had “seven 
days  to  spare 
F r a n c e  f r o m 
catastrophe”.

The RN gar-
nered 33% of  the 
vote, compared to 
28% for the left-
wing New Popular 
Front alliance, 
and more than 
20% for Macron’s 
centrist camp, ac-
cording to prelim-

inary results.
But with less than 100 seats 

being decided outright in the 
first round, the final composi-
tion of  the 577-seat National As-
sembly will only be clear after 
the second phase. The second 
round will see a three-way or 
two-way run-off  in the remain-
der of  the seats to be decided, 
with Macron’s camp hoping 
that tactical voting will prevent 
the RN winning the 289 seats 
needed for an absolute majori-
ty. Macron urged a “broad” coa-
lition against the far right.  
 AFP

Marine Le Pen

WASHINGTON

THE US Supreme Court ruled 
Monday that Donald Trump 
enjoys some immunity from 
prosecution as a former presi-
dent, a ruling that will likely 
delay his trial for conspiring to 
overturn the 2020 election.

The 6-3 decision split along 
ideological lines comes four 
months ahead of  the presiden-
tial election in which Trump is 
the Republican candidate to 
take on Democrat Joe Biden.

The historic case was the last 
heard during the court’s cur-
rent term and has far-reaching 
implications for executive pow-
er and the White House race.

Conservative Chief  Justice 
John Roberts, in his majority 
opinion, said a president is 
“not above the law” but does 
have “absolute immunity” 
from criminal prosecution for 
official acts taken while in 
office.

“The president therefore 
may not be prosecuted for exer-
cising his core constitutional 
powers, and he is entitled, at a 
minimum, to a presumptive 
immunity from prosecution 
for all his official acts,” he 
said.

“As for a President’s unoffi-
cial acts, there is no immuni-
ty,” the chief  justice added, 
sending the case back to a low-
er court to determine which of  
the charges facing the former 
president involves official or 
unofficial conduct. A US Dis-
trict Court will now hold what 
is expected to be a series of  
lengthy pre-trial hearings, 
making a trial before the No-
vember election extremely un-
likely. Trump is charged with 
conspiracy to defraud the Unit-
ed States.   AFP 

Trump gets  
some SC relief, 
trial delayed

BEIJING

CHINA deployed its second air-
craft carrier ‘Shandong’, which 
was spotted patrolling waters 
off  the Philippine coast as Ma-
nila stepped up efforts to assert 
its claims over a shoal in the 
disputed South China Sea (SCS) 
firmly opposing Beijing’s 
counterclaims.

Shandong serves as deter-
rence against “continuous Phil-
ippine provocations” on Chi-
nese islands and reefs in the 
South China Sea, Global Times 
reported on Monday.

The aircraft carrier is likely 
on a scheduled exercise that 
could also prepare it for a po-
tential far sea voyage into the 
West Pacific, it quoted Chinese 
experts as saying.

Shandong’s deployment 
comes after the People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) deployed ma-
jor surface combat ships, in-
cluding large and medium 
destroyers as well as the main 
amphibious landing ship in the 
South China Sea as the mari-
time territorial conflict with 
Manila escalated.

Ni Lexiong, a defence profes-
sor, was quoted by the Hong 
Kong-based South China Morn-
ing Post as saying that the 
Shandong’s passage was meant 
to be a deterrent to Manila and 
Washington and underline 
‘China’s determination to pro-
tect territorial sea sovereignty’ 
amid tensions over the Second 
Thomas Shoal. Chester Cabal-
za, president and founder of  
International Development and 
Security Cooperation, a Ma-
nila-based think tank, said the 
carrier’s patrol was an example 
of  ‘performative politics’ by 
Beijing that could become a fre-
quent event.  PTI

China deploys 
aircraft carrier 
on P’pine coast

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 24 18 LC
Colombo 31 27 SNY
Dhaka 30 27 LR
Dubai 40 32 SNY
Houston 36 27 SNY
Istanbul 32 21 SNY
London 20 14 LC

Los Angeles 31 17        SNY
Melbourne 12 1 SNY
Moscow 32 21 SNY
New York 28 18 SNY
Singapore 31 27 LC
Toronto 23 19 SNY
Washington 21 13 SNY

2 journalists
Remanded in custody for broadcasting 
interviews criticising an Algerian minister
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Al-Shifa hospital 
director freed 

The head of the Gaza Strip’s 
hospital said on Monday 

after being freed from more 
than seven months of 

detention that he had been 
“tortured” by Israel. Al-Shifa 

hospital director Mohammed 
Abu Salmiya said he still has 

a broken thumb

Widespread looting 
of aid in Gaza: UN

The Israeli army on Monday 
issued a new evacuation 

order for parts of Khan Yunis 
and Rafah in southern Gaza, 

with witnesses reporting 
that many were fleeing. The 

warning came hours after 
Israel said 20 “projectiles” 
were fired into Israel from 

the Khan Yunis region.
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ISRAELI forces struck south-
ern Gaza’s main city on Mon-
day after a rocket barrage 
claimed by militant group Is-
lamic Jihad, and as shelling 
and fighting raged on across 
the besieged Palestinian terri-
tory. A group of  Palestinian de-
tainees meanwhile returned to 
the Gaza Strip, including the 
director of  its biggest hospital 
who recounted “severe torture” 
in Israeli custody.

The Israeli military said 
about “20 projectiles were iden-
tified crossing from the area of  
Khan Yunis” in southern Gaza, 
in a rare salvo after nearly nine 
months of  devastating conflict. 
The rockets were aimed at Is-
raeli communities near the 
Gaza border and were fired in 
retaliation for Israeli “crimes... 
against our Palestinian peo-
ple”, said the Al-Quds Brigades, 
the armed wing of  Islamic Ji-
had which has fought alongside 
Hamas. Most launches were in-
tercepted, the Israeli military 
said, reporting no casualties 
and saying artillery was “strik-

ing the sources of  the fire”.
Elsewhere in Gaza, witnesses 
and the civil defence agency re-
ported Israeli air strikes in-
cluding in the southern Rafah 
area and the central Nuseirat 
refugee camp.

Witnesses reported constant 
Israeli tank fire in Gaza City’s 
Shujaiya district where battles 
raged for a fifth day, after Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
acknowledged Israeli forces 
were engaged in a “difficult 
fight”. Israeli helicopters fired 
on houses in Shujaiya, while 
Hamas’s armed wing, the Al-
Qassam Brigades, said it was 
continuing to fight in Shujaiya 
and Rafah.

The Israeli military said 
troops “eliminated numerous 
terrorists” in raids in Shujaiya, 
where air strikes also killed
“approximately 20” militants.

Israeli forces were also oper-
ating in Rafah and in central 
Gaza, a statement added.

The military also announced 
the death of  a soldier in south-
ern Gaza, bringing its total toll 
during the ground offensive to 
317.  AFP

Islamic Jihad sends rocket barrage 
across Gaza, Israeli forces hit back 

This handout picture released by the Israeli  army on Monday shows an Israeli  army 
main battle tank moving during operations in the Gaza Strip |  AFP
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ORIGINAL LAND / PROPERTY DOCUMENT LOST 

I, THANDAYEE W/o KALISAMY (Aadhaar No 2164 5950 4195) aged about 79. years 
residing at 11/19/8, Arijina Street, Gangavalli, Salem District 636105 do here 
by inform to the General public that on 05.6.1957 I have the original Document 
pertaining to the property of myself Registered in Gangavalli sub registrar affice 
Document 863/1957, Survey No. (526/6, 526/1, 529/10, 526/4) 05.6.1957. If any 
one finds the said document please Contact me over cell No. 8098883349 or the 
following residential Address.

Thandayee W/o. Kalisany, 11/19/18, Arijina Street, Gangavalli, 
Salem District 636105


