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K Surendran @surendranbjp
The appointment of an IAS officer as ‘Foreign Secretary’ in Kerala by CM Pinarayi Vijayan is a 
blatant overreach and a violation of the Union list of our Constitution. The LDF government 
has no mandate in foreign affairs. This unconstitutional move sets a dangerous precedent. Is 
CM @pinarayivijayan trying to establish Keralam as a separate nation?
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Malappuram

“IN ACCORDANCE with the 
standard operating procedure 
established by the government, 
25 committees were formed and
their operations were kick start-
ed. Monoclonal antibodies re-
quired to treat patients are ex-
pected to arrive from NIV, Pune 
by Sunday morning. Instruc-
tions have also been issued to 
the Kerala Medical Services 
Corporation (KMSCL) to deliver 
other medications, masks, PPE 
and testing kits. Thirty isolation 
rooms have been set up at Man-

jeri Medical College Hospital. 
Additionally, a six-bed ICU has 
also been set up there,” Veena 
said. 

The health department has in-
structed the residents of  Malap-
puram to use face masks to pre-
vent the spread of  infection. The 
district administration has im-
posed travel restrictions in Pan-
dikkad and Anakkayam pancha-
yats.  The infected boy is a 
resident of  Thalayolaparambu. 

“People should follow social-

distancing protocol. Travel to 
and out of  these panchayats 
should be reduced. The number
of  people attending functions, 
including marriages, should be 
limited. Madrasas and tuition 
centres should not operate on 
Sunday. Shops should remain
open from 10am to 5pm in the 
panchayats until any further an-
nouncement. People should not 
treat symptoms by themselves. 
Instead, they should seek help 
from health centres,” said 
Malappuram District Collector 
V R Vinod, adding that more re-
strictions will be imposed after
conducting a meeting with con-
cerned departments on Sunday 
morning.

Nipah: Travel restrictions in Pandikkad, Anakkayam

A security guard placing a sign board 
near the Nipah isolation ward at 
Kozhikode Medical College  
Hospital |  E GOKUL

4 of a family from Alappuzha 
die in fire at their Kuwait home

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Alappuzha

IN A tragic incident, four 
members of  a family from 
Alappuzha’s Thalavady pan-
chayat lost their lives in a fire 
that broke out on Friday night 

at the Saif  Residential Com-
plex in Abbasiya, Kuwait. 

The deceased are Mathew, 42, of  Mulakkal, Neerettu-
puram, his wife Lini, 37, their daughter Irene, 14, and 
son Isaac, 9  The family had returned to Kuwait on Fri-
day morning after a one-month vacation in Kerala, pre-
paring for their children’s school reopening. Mathew 
was an employee at Reuters, Kuwait, and Lini, a nurse. 
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K  S  S R E E J I T H  @T’Puram

“TEMPLES should not fall into the hands 
of  the Sangh parivar. By offering support
and legitimacy to lakhs of  believers in the 
CPM, we think we would be able to differ-
entiate between genuine believers and 
communalists,” party secretariat mem-
ber said.

“Creating a secular faith assumes great-
est importance. The party is not against 
cadres and supporters going to any place 
of  worship. What we have said is that of-
fice-bearers should keep away from these 
rituals. But, in the new circumstances, 
the Left has to come out with a clear posi-
tion,” the secretariat member added.

‘Temples should not 
fall into Sangh hands’

Mathew and family |  EXPRESS

Conduct hybrid mode 
of hearing: HC
Kochi: In light of the 
monsoon and anticipated 
heavy rain, the Kerala High 
Court has directed district 
judges to ensure that video-
conferencing facilities are 
available in the district 
judiciary. The HC mandated 
the hybrid mode of hearing in 
all courts, which will help jail 
authorities avoid transporting 
accused individuals from jails 
to courts.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Cops to test DNA of boy’s 
arm found at landslide site
S U B H A S H  C H A N D R A  N  S 
@Shirur (Uttara Kannada)

A BOY’S arm was found on Sat-
urday while restoring the road 
in the landslide site which led 
to arguments between the po-
lice and locals. The locals 
claimed that it belonged to a 
boy, whose body was found ear-
lier and demanded that it be 
handed over to them to bury it 
with rituals while the police 
are demanding proof  before 
handing it over to villagers. 

  On the fateful day of  the 
landslide, four people from a 
family, hotelier Lakshman 
Naik, his wife and 10-year-old 
son Roshan and daughter Avan-
thika, were buried alive. How-
ever, the bodies of  three people, 
Lakshman Naik, his wife and 
his son Roshan were found. But 
the boy’s right ar m was 
missing.

After the burial, on the fifth 
day on Saturday morning, a 
severed arm has been found, 
while this has become a bone of  

contention between the rela-
tives and the police.

 After finding the arm, the 
police kept it in a freezer at the 
gover nment  hospital  in 
Ankola.

Accordingly, the relatives 
said that it belongs to Roshan. 
“It belongs to Roshan. We are 
very sure of  it,” a relative said 
on the condition of  anonymity. 
However, the police demanded 
proof.“The arm of  Roshan was 
missing. It was indeed a right 
arm and the arm found today is 
also a right arm. Moreover, I 
tied a sacred thread on his arm 
and I did identify the body 
part,” a relative said.However, 
a top police official, when con-
tacted, said that they have their 
own doubts as they do not know 
the exact number of  missing 
people. “There are many com-
plaints of  people missing here. 
We do not know how many are 
missing. We will conduct a 
DNA test and then hand it over 
to them, if  it belongs to their 
relative,” he said.
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

FURTHERMORE, the relatives
expressed concerns about the 
lack of  transparency surround-
ing the rescue efforts. While 
bodies and vehicles have been 
recovered, they emphasised 
that the officials are tightlipped 
about developments. The 
search operations should not 
be halted until Arjun’s wherea-
bouts are determined, demand-
ed the relatives. 

People in Kannadikkal, the 
native place of  Arjun, staged a 
protest on Saturday night alleg-
ing Karnataka government’s 
“apathy” in conducting effec-
tive search operations. Cutting 
across political affiliations, 
people blocked the road after 
they heard the news that search 
operations were halted due to 
inclement weather.

Kannadikkal 
residents  
stage protest

Panic-stricken U-K villagers want to move to a safe place
Residents of Ulluvare are living in fear after Tuesday’s massive landslide reduced their village to rubble | As debris entered the river, water rose as high as 40 ft
S U B H A S H  C H A N D R A  N S 
@Ulluvare  (Uttara Kannada)

PEOPLE of  Ulluvare are living 
in fear after Tuesday’s massive 
landslide which reduced their 
village to rubble. They now 
want to be shifted to a safe 
place.

Manjunath Hanumanthe 
Gouda, 20, was returning home 
when he saw the hillock caving 
in and sweeping away a small 
hotel, some vehicles and part 
of  NH 66 to the Gangavalli river 
below. As debris from the hill-
ock entered the river, water 
rose as high as 40 ft. Because of  
this, even high tension electric 
cables snapped and fell into the 
river. A huge “explosion” was 
heard. Mud, boulders and trees 
from the hillock swept away 
parts of  Ulluvare village on the 
other side of  the river, he told 
TNSE.

His mother Sanni Hanuman-
the Gouda, who is 60, was alone 
at home when the landslide 
took place. “It all happened in a 
few seconds. Boulders and mud 
covered the newly-constructed 
pathway, canal and paddy 
fields. Even fish from the river 
were washed ashore. What sur-
prised us was that the water 

that rose from the river was 
hot. Within minutes, around 27 
houses collapsed in the vil-
lage,” said Krishnegouda, gram 
panchayat member.

When minister Mankal Vai-
dya and Karwar–Ankola MLA 
Satish Sail visited Ulluvare on 
Saturday, many affected people 
appealed to shift them from the 
village to a safe place. “We do 
not want to live here. Shift the 
village to a safe place,” said Du-
rgi Shivu Gouda, who was in 
tears. “We have been left with 
nothing now. Not even proper 
clothes to wear,” she told Vaid-
hya and Sail.

Nagesh Eshwar Ambig, a 
fisherman, said, “The village 
has around 27 families. Each 
family had three to four fishing 
boats. All our boats, fishing 
nets and other equipment have 
been swept away.”

Compensation
Vaidya, who consoled the vil-
lagers, gave `10,000 as compen-
sation to each family. Those un-
der treatment in local hospitals 
were also given `10,000 each. 
“We both paid ̀ 4.5 lakh as com-
pensation to the affected people 
from our personal bank ac-
counts,” Vaidya said.

In addition to it, the state gov-
ernment has given `5,000 to 
each family to purchase essen-
tial items, including clothes. 
There is a provision to provide 
`25,000 each to fishermen who 
lost their boats and fishing 
nets, Vaidya said. He said `1. 5 
lakh each has been paid to 
those who lost their houses par-
tially and `5 lakh to the family 
members of  those killed in the 
massive landslide. 

Referring to the “explosion”, 
Vaidya said, “It appears that 
one of  the fuel tankers, which 
fell into the river, exploded. We 
will look into it.”

Siddaramaiah to visit 
rain-hit areas today
Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah will be 
visiting rain-hit areas in Uttara 
Kannada district on Sunday to get 
first-hand look at the devastation 
caused by heavy rains, and review 
relief measures taken by the 
administration. He will also listen 
to the grievances of people in the 
rain-hit areas. The government 
has released I775 crore for relief 
and rehabilitation works in the 
state, and more funds would be 
released if required, said 
Siddaramaiah

The damaged houses at Ulluvare village near Shirur in Uttara Kannada |  EXPRESS

CPM leader M A Baby shares a point with P S Ramshad, author of 
‘Varthamanathinte Bhavi’ and editorial board member of Samakalika 
Malayalam weekly, after releasing the book on Saturday  
|  VINCENT PULICKAL
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PUDUCHERRY POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
(A GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY UNDERTAKING)

PUDUCHERRY

No.2/PPCL/MD/2024-25  Dt.19.07.2024
PUBLIC NOTICE

As per the Tariff order for the Tariff period FY 2024-25 dated 10th 
June 2024 of Joint Electricity Regulatory Commission (JERC) for the State 
of Goa and Union Territories, the Generation Tariff for the FY 2024-25 for  
Puducherry Power Corporation Ltd. Gas Power Station at Karaikal stands 
revised as detailed below with effect from 16.06.2024.

Sl. 
No.

Particulars
Approved by the Commission 

(Amount in Rs. Crores)
2024-25

Annual Fixed Cost
1 Depreciation 2.24
2 Interest on Loan --
3 Return on Equity 10.22
4 O&M Expenses 20.98

5
Interest on Working 
Capital

5.79

6 Total Annual Fixed Cost 39.23

The computation of Energy Charges for the FY 2024-25 shall be based 
on the formula specified in the CERC Tariff Regulations which is detailed in 
the Tariff Order.

The details of the order of the Commission can also be seen /  
downloaded from the  Corporation’s website http://ppclgov.in or from the 
JERC’s website www.jercuts.gov.in.
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