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India will become worlds 3rd largest Economy soon -  PM @naren-
dramodi ji’s next goal - after #TransformingIndia from world’s 11th to 
5th largest economy in last 10 years.
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Governor Khan directs universities 
to recover legal battle costs from VCs
7 VCs had used I1.13cr varsity funds to challenge chancellor’s order directing them to resign

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@T’Puram

GOVERNOR Arif  Mohammed 
Khan has directed universities to 
recover from the officers of  the 
university the varsity funds spent 
for initiating legal proceedings 
against the Chancellor and the 
university concerned. 

The direction would mainly ap-
ply to seven vice-chancellors who 
had utilised university funds total-
ling ̀ 1.13 crore to legally challenge 
a 2022 directive that Khan issued 
in his capacity as Chancellor. Khan 
had directed the VCs to step down 

from office on the grounds that 
their selection to the post was not 
as per the UGC regulations.

As per the governor’s 
direction, the legal ex-
penses incurred in con-
nection with such litiga-
tion pending before 
courts were “not justifia-
ble” and a “misuse” of  
university funds. He said 
that the if  such payments 
have already been made, 
the amount should be recovered 
from the concerned officer on 
whose behalf  they were made.

Details of  the university funds 

spent were revealed through a re-
ply given by Higher Education 
Minister R Bindu in the assembly 

recently. The Save Uni-
versity Campaign Com-
mittee, a whistleblowers’ 
collective in the higher 
education sector, had ap-
proached the governor 
pointing out the “illegal-
ity” in VCs spending var-
sity funds and demanded 
that the amount be 

recovered.
As per the data tabled in the as-

sembly,  the funds spent by the 
then VCs were as follows: Gopi-

nath Ravindran (Kannur Univer-
sity) - `69.25 lakh; Riji K John (Ku-
fos) - `35.71 lakh; M S Rajasree 
(KTU) - `1.47 lakh; M K Jayaraj 
(Calicut) - `4.25 lakh; K N Madhu-
soodhanan (Cusat) - ̀ 77,500; V Anil 
Kumar (Malayalam University) - 
`1 lakh and P M Mubarak Pasha  
(SNG Open University) - `53,000. 

The reply by the minister, had 
also revealed that around Rs eight 
lakh was spent by Kannur Univer-
sity for the case relating to the se-
lection of  Priya Varghese, wife of  
Chief  Minister’s private secretary 
K K Ragesh, as associate profes-
sor in the varsity. 

2 more cases 
of cholera  
confirmed  
in T’Puram
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

TWO more cases of  cholera 
were confirmed in Thiruvanan-
thapuram on Wednesday. Both 
individuals were inmates of  
the special school hostel at Ney-
yattinkara, where a person had 
recently succumbed to the 
disease. 

Currently, 11 persons are re-
ceiving treatment at the Gov-
ernment Medical College Hos-
pital in Thiruvananthapuram 
with symptoms of  the disease, 
all of  whom are hostel inmates 
of  the Sree Karunya Mission 
Special School for the Mentally 
Challenged.

To prepare for potential fur-
ther cases, the health depart-
ment has made arrangements 
for setting up isolation wards at 
Iranimuttom Community 
Health Centre. Efforts have 
been initiated to locate hostel 
inmates who had departed for 
their homes prior to the first 
reported case. So far, four chol-
era cases have been confirmed 
in the state.

Meanwhile, the health de-
partment has formed a rapid 
response team to probe the 
causes of  the outbreak and to 
develop a strategy to curb its 
spread. The hostel has been 
temporarily closed, and the 
health department is closely 
monitoring the spread of  fever. 
Over the past 24 hours, more 
than 13,000 individuals sought 
treatment for fever in the state, 
with 225 dengue cases and one 
fatality reported.

Organ trade: Youths were 
trafficked to Iran, HC told
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE Kerala High Court on 
Wednesday dismissed the bail 
plea of  Sajith Shyam, one of  
the accused in a case registered 
in connection with suspected 
international human organ 
trafficking. The prosecution in-
formed the court that the Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) proposed to take over the 
investigation since it had inter-
national ramifications. The ac-
cused had operated an in-
t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n 
trafficking by trans-
porting youngsters 
from different parts of  
the country to hospi-
tals in Iran by making 
them believe that they 
would be given a substan-
tial amount for voluntarily do-
nating their kidneys, added the 
prosecution.

Justice C S Dias observed 
that the allegation levelled 
against the accused was very 
serious and grave. If  the allega-
tions were true, it was a matter 
which required an in-depth in-
vestigation. The court which 
had gone through the report of  
the police and case diary said 
that there was prima facie ma-
terial to show that there were 

monetary transactions and 
conversations over mobile 
phones between Madhu Jaya-
kumar, the first accused who is 
absconding, and Sajith Shyam. 
Considering the serious and 
heinous nature of  the crime, 
Sajith Shyam is not entitled to 
be released on bail. The court 
added that the reasons stated 
by the Sessions Court for reject-
ing  his  bai l  p lea  were 
justifiable.

C S Hrithwik, the senior pub-
lic prosecutor, submitted 

that the petitioner had 
links with the first ac-
cused. He collected the 
money as instructed by 
the first accused and 

transferred the amount 
into the account of  Stem-

ma Club formed for medical 
tourism. The investigation re-
vealed that they were part of  a 
big racket operating in the or-
gan trade internationally un-
der the disguise of  medical 
tourism. There was material to 
substantiate the petitioner’s in-
volvement in the crime. The in-
vestigation was at the nascent 
stage and the first accused is 
still at large. The case required 
an in-depth investigation as it 
involved international connec-
tions, said the prosecutor.

HC flays govt for 
inaction against  
land grabbers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE Kerala High Court has expressed 
strong condemnation over the prolonged 
failure of  the state’s system to address the 
organised encroachment of  government-
owned land. A Division Bench comprising 
Justice A Muhamed Mustaque and Justice 
S Manu observed that over a period, numer-
ous individuals, with the collusion of  reve-
nue officials, have encroached upon hun-

dreds of  acres of  land in the 
Idukki district. The court 
described the scale of  fraud 
in these land dealings as 
disgraceful, noting that the 
rule of  law has been 
undermined.

According to the Bench, 
many beneficiaries of  these land grabs have 
illicitly accumulated wealth at the expense 
of  the public, evading legal consequences. 
The court directed the state government to 
initiate a comprehensive and effective probe 
into these fraudulent land transactions. The 
court issued the directive on a petition filed 
by Lukka Joseph and others from Kattap-
pana, challenging the district collector’s de-
cision to cancel their ‘thandaper’ accounts 
and reclaim 5.26 acres of  property. 

Furthermore, the court instructed the 
Special Investigation Team assigned to 
probe illegal land deals in Idukki to thor-
oughly investigate the transactions cited in 
the petition. 

Minor girl raped, murdered by juvenile gang in Andhra
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kurnool 

AN eight-year-old girl, 
who went missing on 
Sunday, was sexually as-
saulted and killed by 

three minors at Pagidya-
la in Nandyal. Based on 
the confession of  the sus-
pects, the police have 
launched a search opera-
tion in the backwaters of  
River Krishna near Mu-

chumarri to recover the 
girl’s body. 

The trio have report-
edly admitted to have 
picked up the girl from a 
playground and sexually 
assaulted her on the out-

skirts of  the village. 
Fearing that the girl 
might spill the beans, 
they killed her and 
dumped the body in the 
back waters of  river 
Krishna the same day.

800 kg of ganja worth F40 lakh 
seized in two cases in Andhra

Visakhapatnam: Police seized 800kg of ganja  
worth I40 lakh in two separate cases on 

Tuesday. In the first case, police intercepted a 
truck carrying 550 kg of ganja. The accused 

had purchased the contraband from Odisha. 
The ganja was was being transported to 

Madhya Pradesh when police apprehended 
the accused. In the second case, police seized 

250 kg of ganja from a car. The accused 
purchased the ganja from the outskirts of 

Mangampadu village in East Godavari district.

Guarantees: Panel seeks  
report on ‘diversion’ of funds
Bengaluru: The National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes has issued a notice to the 
Karnataka government over the alleged 
diversion of funds meant for the welfare of 
SCs and STs to implement its five guarantee 
schemes. Taking suo motu cognisance of the 
government’s decision to divert I14,730.53 
crore from the Scheduled Caste Sub Plan and 
Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) to fund the guarantee 
schemes, the commission has sought a 
detailed report within seven days.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER P.H.E.D 
CITY DIV.IV (NORTH) JAIPUR

Email: eenorth4.jai.phed@rajasthan.gov.in      Telephone No. 0141-2988545
No: E.E./CD4(N)/2024-25/1001-1015 Dated: 2.7.24

NOTICE INVITING BID
Bids for work of 1. Annual Rate Contract for the work of transportation of water through Tankers in Bisalpur  
water supply Benefited areas (Low pressure areas) under the jurisdiction of City Division IV (North) Jaipur and  
2. Annual Rate Contract for the work of transportation of water through Tankers in Bisalpur  
Water Supply non-benefited areas under the jurisdiction of City Division IV (North) Jaipur NIT No. 12-13/2024-25  
is invited from interested bidders up to 06:00 PM 12.07.2024 Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the  
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in of the state website.
UBN Code : 1. PHE2425 WSRC02347   2. PHE2425 WSRCO2348

                                 Sd/-  Executive Engineer,  
 PHED City Div.IV (North), Vidhyudhar Nagar JaipurDIPR/C/5448/2024

(Office: Chief Engineer / P&M, PSPCL, Ludhiana.) 
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813,   Website : www.pspcl.in 

(Contact No. 96461-61158)

Tender Enquiry No. 12/CE/P&M/2024-25 
CE / P&M, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites e-Tender for Design, Manufacture, testing, supply & 
Delivery of 1591 nos. 11KV Vaccum Interrupters (Max. voltage - 12KV, Normal amperes 
2000A, Min. rupturing capacity-25KA) of various types suitable for various types of 11KV 
Vaccum Circuit Breakers installed at various Sub-Stations in PSPCL. For detailed  
NIT & Tender specifications please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 11.07.2024  
(11:00 hrs) onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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