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12 children killed
When a minibus taking them to school near 
Johannesburg overturned, burst into flames
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Israel wants Gaza City evacuated 
amid heaviest combat since Oct 7
UN office used by Hamas attacked; 60% of militants eliminated

GAZA/JERUSALEM

ISRAEL’s army dropped thou-
sands of  leaflets over war-torn 
Gaza City on Wednesday urg-
ing all residents to flee a heavy 
offensive through the main city 
of  the besieged Palestinian 
territory.

The leaflets, addressed to 
“everyone in Gaza City”, set 
out designated escape routes 
and warned that the urban 
area, which had a pre-war pop-
ulation of  over half  a million, 
would “remain a dangerous 
combat zone”.

The warning came as Israeli 
troops, backed by tanks and air-
craft, have fought Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad militants in the 
heaviest combat the city has 
seen in months in the war rag-
ing since October 7.

In one operation, the army 
said it had killed militants and 
found weapons inside the long-
vacated Gaza City headquar-
ters of  the UN agency for Pales-
tinian refugees, UNRWA.

The Israeli military said that 
one overnight attack in Gaza 
City targeted Hamas and Islam-
ic Jihad targets operating from 
inside the headquarters of  the 
UN agency for Palestinians UN-
RWA. The UN agency has not 
had control of  the building 
since October. Israeli forces 
said in February they had 
found a Hamas tunnel under-

neath the headquarters. 
The military said the mili-

tants were “operating inside 
UNRWA’s headquarters in the 
area and using it as a base to 
conduct attacks on IDF (Israeli 
Defense Forces) troops in the 
central Gaza Strip”. It said that 
militants had been “eliminat-
ed” and “large amounts of  
weapons” found.

Elsewhere across Gaza,  
deadly strikes have hit four 
schools used as shelters in  
four days, sparking rebukes 
from France and Germany 
which both l  belled the  

attacks “unacceptable”.
 Heavy fighting also raged in 

Gaza’s far-southern Rafah, 
where Israeli tanks had rum-
bled into the city centre and un-
leashed intense f ire  on 
buildings.

The latest fighting in Gaza 
has newly displaced 350,000 ci-
vilians, said UNRWA chief  
Philippe Lazzarini, who spoke 
before the leaflet drop and said 
“there is absolutely no safe 
space in Gaza”.

One woman carrying her 
scant belongings through the 
ruins, Nimr al-Jamal, said on 

Tuesday that “this is the 12th 
time” her family has had to 
flee. “How many times can we 
endure this? A thousand times? 
Where will we end up?”

The upsurge in fighting, 
bombardment and displace-
ment came as talks were to 
resume in Qatar towards a 
truce and hostage release deal 
to end the war now grinding on 
into its 10th month.

An Israeli delegation led by 
Mossad chief  David Barnea ar-
rived in Doha. CIA director Wil-
liam Burns was also expected 
in the Qatari capital.   AFP
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A Palestinian child suffering from malnutrition is nursed at the Nasser hospital in 
Khan Yunis, on the southern Gaza Strip, on Wednesday |  AFP

Strategic cooperative 
ties between China, 
Bangladesh
BEIJING

CHINA and Bangladesh are re-
affirming their ties during a 
visit by Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina to Beijing 
on Wednesday as tensions rise 
in the region over territorial 
disputes and resources.

China’s official Xinhua News 
Agency quoted Wang Huning, a 
member of  China’s Politburo 
Standing Committee who met 
with Hasina, as saying that 
“China and Bangladesh have 
respected and treated each oth-
er with equality, setting a good 
example of  friendly coexist-
ence and mutually beneficial 
cooperation between coun-
tries.” Xinhua reported Hasina 
later met with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and “elevated 
their relations to a comprehen-
sive strategic cooperative part-
nership.” No details were given, 
but the designation of  relations 
generally entails closer eco-
nomic relations, largely funded 
by Chinese policy banks.

Bangladesh occupies a stra-
tegic position between Myan-
mar, a longtime Chinese ally 
now wracked by internal con-
flict, and India, the rising  
Asian giant with which China 
has a longstanding border con-
flict. Hasina met with her  
Chinese counterpart, Li Qiang, 
on Wednesday and oversaw  
the signing of  28 bilateral 
agreements covering mostly 

trade and investment.
While Bangladesh maintains 

development partnerships with 
the United States and India, it 
is also drawing closer to China, 
which is heavily engaged in the 
country’s major infrastructure 
projects. 

Hasina is eager to strengthen 
relations to encourage Chinese 
investment in her country’s 
economy, which faces challeng-
es over a heavy debt burden. 
China also provides Bangla-
desh with tanks, missile launch-
ers and other weapons and is 
building seaports, railway 
tracks, power plants and bridg-
es. The US remains Bangla-
desh’s largest source of  foreign 
direct investment.

Media reports in Bangladesh 
say it will seek $20 billion in 
new loans from China during 
Hasina’s visit.Hasina’s visit to 
China is taking place a few 
weeks after she visited India. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping, second 
from left, attends a meeting with 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, fourth from right, in Beij ing on 
Wednesday |  AP

Syria national 
airline resumes 
Saudi flights 
after 12 years
RIYADH

SYRIA’s national airline re-
sumed regular services to  
Saudi Arabia after a 12-year 
suspension on Wednesday as 
the first flight arrived in 
Riyadh.

The move, announced by Syr-
ian Airlines continues a  
slow rapprochement between 
the two governments who re-
stored diplomatic relations last 
year.

Syrian Ambassador to Saudi 
Ayman Soussan said a Syrian 
Airlines plane carrying 170 pas-
sengers touched down in the 
Saudi capital, marking the re-
sumption of  a regular route.

He said the two countries 
have agreed to “operate one 
round-trip flight per week be-
tween Riyadh and Damascus” 
after the long pause prompted 
by Syria’s civil war.

Syrian transport ministry of-
ficial Suleiman Khalil said the 
direct route could be expanded 
to cover airports in the Saudi 
cities of  Jeddah and Dammam, 
depending on demand.

Passenger flights between 
the two countries were halted 
in 2012 when Riyadh severed 
ties with Damascus over Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s brutal 
crackdown on anti-government 
protesters at the start of  the 
country’s civil war. AFP

WEEKLY ONCE

Trump wants second 
debate, golf match; no, 
says Biden campaign
WASHINGTON

DONALD Trump, the Republi-
can presumptive presidential 
nominee, has offered his rival 
and incumbent President Joe 
Biden the opportunity to “re-
deem himself  in front of  the 
entire world” via a debate this 
week while also challenging 
him to a round of  golf.

Trump’s challenges to Biden 
came as he was feeling quite 
confident after his maiden de-
bate performance against the 
president late last month.

“I’m officially offering Joe 
the chance to redeem himself  
in front of  the entire world,” 
Trump, 78, said at a campaign 
rally in Florida.

“Let’s do another debate this 
week so that sleepy Joe Biden 
can prove to everyone all over 
the world that he has what it 
takes to be president,” he said.

Biden, the Democratic nomi-
nee, performed poorly at the 
June 27 presidential debate in 

Atlanta, after which even his 
own party colleagues are ask-
ing him to drop from the race. 
Biden has rejected such calls.

At the same rally, Trump 
then challenged Biden to an 18-
hole golf  match.

“I’m also officially challeng-
ing Joe to an 18-hole golf  match 
right here,” he said.

“If  he wins, I will give the 
charity of  his choice, any char-
ity that he wants, $1 million. 
And I’ll bet you he doesn’t take 
the offer. What that match will 
do is prove that Joe is, in fact, 
all talk and no action,” Trump 
said.

The Biden campaign has re-
jected both the challenges.

“Joe Biden doesn’t have time 
for Donald Trump’s weird an-
tics he’s busy leading America 
and defending the free world. 
Donald Trump is a liar, a con-
vict, and a fraud only out for 
himself  par for the course,” 
Biden-Harris 2024 Spokesper-
son James Singer said. PTI

EXPRESS READ
2 Indian origin men sentenced for fraud 

SINGAPORE: Two Indian origin men were sentenced to jail for 
scamming victims in the United States through at least 50 

companies, two of which received money through bank accounts, 
including transactions from China and the UAE. Ishan Sharma, 34, 

was sentenced to four weeks’ jail. He pleaded guilty to two charges 
under the Companies Act after instigating his friend Kandhiban 

Letchumanansamy, 36, into not exercising reasonable diligence when 
the latter was a director at both firms, The Straits Times reported. PTI

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: KEONJHAR
email : se_nerwkjr@rediffmail.com

1st Corrigendum Notice
O-102:   Under unavoidable circumstances, the availability of tender online for bidding & opening of 
Technical Bids of the tender invited vide eProcurement No�ce No. 2123/Road & Bridge Works Dtd: 
26.06.2024 / Bid Iden�fica�on No. NCB-02/ RWCKJR /2024-25 of Chief Construc�on Engineer, Rural 
Works Circle, Keonjhar is hereby rescheduled as below

Procurement 
Officer

Bid Iden-
�fica�on 

No.

Availability of tender 
On-Iine for bidding

Last Date 
& Time of 

seeking 
Tender 

Clarifica�on

Date & Time of Opening 
of Tender in O/O C.C.E., 

R.W. Circle, Keonjhar

From To
Technical 

Bid
Financial 

Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief Construc-
�on Engineer, 
Rural Works 

Circle, Keonjhar

NCB-02/
RWCKJR/
2024-25

Dt.04.07.24 
at 11.00 

A.M.

Dt.25.07.24 
up to 5.00 

P.M.

Dt.24.07.24 
up to 5.00 

P.M.

Dt.26.07.24 
at 11.00 

A.M. 

Will be 
in�mated 

later

All other contents remain unchanged.
OIPR- 25177/11/0008/2425 Sd/- Chief Engineer, R.W. Circle, Keonjhar

No. 2293/ Date: 06.07.2024

GOVERNMENT OF MADHYA PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT,

Jal Sansadhan Bhawan, Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal (M.P.)
Email Id: ceproc.encwrd.bpl@nic.in  

Tel: 0755-2767635, Fax: 0755-2552406
N.I.T.No.1074/2023-24/E-in-C/e-tendering Bhopal, Dated 04.07.2024

Bids for following works are invited on website https://www.mptenders.gov.in 
Last Date of purchase / download of Bid Document and submission of bid  
is 05-08-2024, 17:30 hrs. Any amendment / modification can be seen only on  
the website. Detailed N.I.T. and other details can be viewed on above mentioned 
website.

S. 
No. Tender No. Work District Amount  

(Lakhs)
1. 2024_

WRD_355264
On Turnkey Basis:- Construction of 
micro irrigation system under Maa 
Rewa micro irrigation project, as 
per detailed scope of work but not 
limited to that.

Dewas 90794.77

2. 2024_
WRD_355266

On Turnkey Basis:- Construction of 
dam and micro irrigation system 
under Badadev micro irrigation 
project, as per detailed scope of 
work but not limited to that.

Jabalpur 63040.00

Sd/-  Chief Engineer (Procurement)G13250/24

Government of Odisha "e" Procurement Notice 
WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Bid Identification No. CCEKC - 04 / 2024-25  
e-mail: ccekeonjharpwdcircle@gmail.com / sekcpwd_keonjhar@yahoo.com 

Letter No.2891     dt. 09.07.2024
1. Name of the work : Improvement to approach road and internal road for Skill 

Development Training Centre at Telkoi for the year 2023-24. 
2. Estimated cost : Rs. 154.44 Lakhs 
3. Class of Contractor : “B” Class & “A” Class
4. Period of completion : 05 (Five) Calendar Months
5. Date and Time of availability of Bid document in 

the portal
: From 11.30 Hours of 19.07.2024 to 16.00 Hours of 02.08.2024

6. Last date / Time for receipt of bids in the portal :  16.00 Hours of 02.08.2024 
7. Date of opening of Bid from Portal :  11.30 Hours on 03.08.2024 
8. Name and address of the officer inviting Bid : Chief Construction Engineer, Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, 

Keonjhar-758001.
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal  "http://tendersodisha.gov.in"  
OIPR-34033/11/0013/2425 Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar 

B-79


