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E
ven as Minister for
Genetal Education
V. Sivankutty con-

ceded to a shortage of Plus
One higher secondary
seats in Malappuram, con-
fusion remains as to their
exact number.

The Minister, who had a
couple of days ago claimed
that there was a shortage
of 2,954 seats in Malappu-
ram, on Monday, in reply
to a submission by Aham-
mad Devarkovil, MLA, in
the Assembly, revised it to
7,478. 

According to the Gener-
al Education department,
82,466 applications were

received in Malappuram.
Of these, 7,606 were from
outside the district. As ma-
ny as 4,352 students had
taken admission in other
districts. This left 78,114 ap-
plicants in the district. 

Till now, 53,762 students
have taken Plus One admis-
sion. However, the depart-
ment �gures include 2,311
who have taken vocational
higher secondary admis-
sion too. 

As many as 11,546 stu-
dents had not taken admis-
sion despite getting allot-
ment in the three
allotments so far. Of them,
4,492 had taken admission
under various quotas such
as management, commun-
ity, sports, and model resi-

dential school in the dis-
trict. This left 7,054
students who had not ta-
ken higher secondary ad-
mission so far and were to
be deducted from the
78,114 applicants. This left
71,060 applicants in the
district, according to the
department.

However, this raises
questions on how the num-
ber of non-joining students
(those who had not taken
admission despite getting
allotment) can be deduct-
ed from the remaining
number of applicants in
the district. The depart-
ment’s reasoning is that
these students would not
be considered for further
allotments.

With 53,762 students
having taken admission so
far, 17,298 are yet to get al-
lotment. As many as 9,820
seats are vacant. This
means a shortage of 7,478
seats.

The Minister, however,
insisted that the �gures of
the department were accu-
rate. Those who had not ta-
ken admission in the three
allotments so far could
have taken temporary ad-
mission or permanent ad-
mission but had not done
so.

As many as 4,000 stu-
dents had not taken admis-
sion in the �rst allotment
and 3,000 in the second al-
lotment, said department
o�cials.

Confusion over shortage of
Plus One seats in Malappuram 
General Education Minister V. Sivankutty says the �gures of the department are accurate
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As many as 17 girl students
were admitted to the Kan-
nur District Hospital after
suspected food poisoning
at the sports division hostel
on Monday night. 

Initially, four students
sought medical treatment,
followed by others who de-
veloped symptoms such as
abdominal pain and vomit-
ing. After receiving preli-
minary treatment, they re-
turned to the hostel. As
many as 24 students had
taken ill after they report-
edly consumed fried rice
and cauli�ower curry at
the hostel on June 14.

Though o�cials of the
Food Safety department
along with the Kannur Cor-
poration health wing had
conducted inspections and
collected samples follow-
ing the earlier incident, the
o�cial report is still pend-
ing. Concerns have been
raised regarding the
change in food providers at
the hostel, with allegations
that the new menu, which
includes oil-rich foods,
may be contributing to
food poisoning incidents.

Hostel residents
claimed that despite re-
quests to change the menu
following the earlier inci-
dent, no corrective mea-
sures were taken.

17 students
hospitalised
after suspected
food poisoning 

The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

The newly elected stu-
dents’ union at the Univer-
sity of Calicut will have a
tough time ahead as it has
only a few months left for
the completion of its te-
nure. 

Polls delayed 
The students’ union polls
in colleges a�liated to the
university were held in No-
vember 2023. Though the
elections to the university
students’ union for the
2023-24 academic year
were supposed to be held
within the next two to
three months, they were
delayed. The elections
were �nally conducted on
June 10. 

Arts festivals 
Because of the delay, zonal
arts festivals and the inter-
zone arts festival could not
be held. The university stu-
dents’ union is the main or-
ganiser of these arts festiv-
als conducted every year,
with districts categorised
as ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’ and ‘D’ zones.
Winners in these arts fes-
tivals participate in the in-
ter-zone festival. 

Fund use 
The university allocates
₹90 lakh a year for the ac-
tivities of the students’ un-
ion. This year, it is not yet
clear how this amount is
going to be used. Students
active in arts and culture
were denied grace marks
for admissions to higher
studies. Many �nal year
undergraduate students
have already completed
their courses and joined
other universities for post-
graduate programmes.
They are also likely to lose
their chance to attend the
South Zone arts festival
featuring students from all
southern States. 

UDSF’s allegation 
The United Democratic
Students’ Front (UDSF), an
alliance of the Kerala Stu-
dents’ Union and the Mus-
lim Students’ Federation,
has already alleged that the
Students’ Federation of In-
dia (SFI) and a section of
university o�cials had
joined hands to delay the
election. The UDSF won
the students’ union polls
after a gap of eight years
this time. 

P. Nithin Fathima, the
newly elected chairperson,
told The Hindu on Tuesday
that an event to formally
inaugurate the students’
union would be held in Ju-
ly. 

“The zonal festivals are
likely to be held in August,”
she added. 

Newly elected
students’
union to have
a tough time
ahead 
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The Nedumbassery police
have booked a passenger
bound for London Gatwick
for a bomb threat to an Air
India �ight that turned out
to be a hoax.

He was to board the
�ight from the Kochi air-
port on Tuesday. 

The accused, identi�ed
as Suhaib, 29, a resident of

Kondotty in Malappuram,
was charged under IPC
Section 506 (criminal inti-
midation) and the Kerala
Police Act 118(b) (knowing-
ly spreads rumours or
gives false alarm to mislead
the police, �re brigade or
any other essential ser-
vice). He was accompanied
by his wife and daughter. 

Reportedly, he had re-
quested the call centre to
reschedule his departure

by two days citing that his
daughter was unwell.
When he was told that he
will have to pay more for
the rescheduled �ight, he
allegedly blurted out a
threat in anger, which the
call centre authorities re-
ported. 

Bail granted 
He was produced before a
court, which granted him
bail.

Man booked for hoax bomb threat to aircraft 
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