
09 KANNUR SATURDAY 15�06�2024

 LR:  Light Rain  WI: Windy  HR:  Heavy Rain   SN: Snow 
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 35 22 SNY
Colombo 31 27 SNY
Dhaka 34 28 SNY
Dubai 37 33 SNY
Houston 33 25 SNY
Istanbul 32 23 SNY
London 17 13 LR

Los Angeles 25 16 SNY
Melbourne 12 6 LC
Moscow 20 15 LR
New York 27 20 SNY
Singapore 32 27 LR
Toronto 27 16 SNY
Washington 20 10 SNY

2 dead
after explosions in an underground parking 
garage at an apartment building in Switzerland

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin 
on  F riday  demanded 
Ukraine effectively surren-
der to Moscow if  it wants to 
open peace talks, drawing 
rebukes from Kyiv and the 
West. 

In a combative speech in 
Moscow on the eve of  a ma-
jor Ukraine peace summit 
in Switzerland, Putin said 
Russia would halt its offen-
sive only if  Ukraine fully 
withdraws its troops from the east 
and south and drops its bid for NATO 
membership.

The countries have been locked in 
bloody conflict for more than two 
years, and no direct peace talks have 

been held since the first weeks  
of  Russia’s campaign, when it  
was advancing on the Ukrainian 

capital.
Kyiv has called for Rus-

sia’s full withdrawal from 
its internationally recog-
nised territory, including 
the annexed Crimean pe-
ninsula, as part of  any 
peace deal.

President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky, who hopes to mar-

shal international support 
for that position this week-

end, slammed Putin’s demands as a 
territorial “ultimatum” reminiscent 
of  Adolf  Hitler.

“Ukrainian troops must be com-
pletely withdrawn from the Donetsk 
People’s Republic, the Lugansk Peo-

ple’s Republic, Kherson and Zapor-
izhzhia regions,” Putin said in a tel-
evised address to Russian diplomats 
in Moscow.

Russia claimed to have annexed 
the four regions in 2022, despite not 
having full control over any of  
them.

The regional capitals of  Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia are still in Ukrain-
ian hands — meaning Putin is de-
manding Ukraine cede swathes of  
territory under its control as a pre-
condition for negotiations.

“As soon as Kyiv says it is ready to 
do this and begins really withdraw-
ing troops and officially renounces 
plans to join NATO, we will immedi-
ately, literally that very minute, cease 
fire and begin talks,” the Russian 
president said. AFP

No ceasefire till Ukraine pulls back 
its troops completely, says Putin 

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin

BARI
POPE Francis 
challenged 
leaders of the 
world’s 
wealthy 
democracies on 
Friday to keep 
human dignity 
foremost in 
developing and 
using artificial 
intelligence, 
warning that 
such powerful 
technology 
risks turning 
human 
relations 
themselves 
into mere 
algorithms. 
Francis brought 
his moral 
authority to 
bear on the 
Group of Seven, 
invited by host 
Italy to address 
a special  
session at their 
annual summit 
on the perils 
and promises  
of AI. In doing 
so, he became 
the first pope  
to attend the 
G7.

Francis said 
politicians 
must take the 
lead in making 
AI human-
centric, so that 
human 
decisions 
always remain 
made by 
humans and 
not machines.

Pope raises 
alarm about 
artificial 
intel 

G7 demands China play by rules 
The Group of Seven countries call on Beijing to end its market 
distorting trade practices and support for Russia’s war in Ukraine 

BARI

G7 leaders meeting in Italy on 
Friday hardened their tone 
against China, warning Beijing 
to stop sending weapons compo-
nents to Russia and play by the 
rules on trade, according to a 
draft summit statement.

China has been a key focus of  
the Group of  Seven talks in 
Puglia, amid souring trade rela-
tions between Beijing and the 
West and concerns that its sup-
plies of  equipment to Moscow 
are fuelling Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. 

“We call on China to cease the 
transfer of  dual-use materials, 
including weapons components 
and equipment, that are inputs 
for Russia’s defence sector,” ac-
cording to a draft statement 
seen by AFP.

The Group of  Seven also took 
aim at what it called “danger-
ous” incursions by China in the 
contested South China Sea, 
where worries of  a military es-
calation between Beijing and 
its neighbours are rising. 

“We oppose China’s militari-
sation, and coercive and intimi-
dation activities in the South 
China Sea,” the statement read, 
using stronger language than at 
last year’s summit in Japan.

After a first day dominated 
by Ukraine, US President Joe 
Biden and the leaders of  Japan, 
France, Germany, Canada, Brit-
ain and host country Italy 
turned their focus to the world’s 
second-largest economy, a su-
perpower whose oversized in-
fluence on geopolitics and glo-
b a l  t r a d e  c a n n o t  b e 
underestimated. 

“G7 countries are on the same 
page vis-a-vis China,” a Japa-
nese government source told 
AFP.  Thursday’s talks, attended 
by Ukrainian President Volo-

dymr Zelensky, were marked by 
a strong show of  G7 support for 
Kyiv, with an agreement to use 
profits from frozen Russian as-
sets to provide a new $50-billion 
loan to Ukraine.

With the war in its third year, 
the G7 statement said the deal 
sent an “unmistakeable signal” 
to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin that they would back Kyiv 
for “as long as it takes”.

Deteriorating global trade re-
lations have been a backdrop to 
the summit, however, exempli-
fied by the European Union’s 
announcement this week of  
plans to impose new tariffs on 
Chinese electric vehicles. 

Beijing denounced what it 
called “naked protectionist be-
haviour” and said it reserved 
the right to file a suit with the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO). 

The US, Japan and the EU—
which attends G7 summits as an 
unofficial eighth partner—have 
all voiced concern over China’s 
s o - c a l l e d  “ i n d u s t r i a l 
overcapacity”. 

They say generous subsidies 

by Beijing, particularly in green 
energy and technology sectors 
such as solar panels and electric 
vehicles, result in unfairly 
cheap goods flooding the global 
market. 

That excess capacity threat-
ens Western companies strug-
gling to compete, particularly in 
the growing green tech sector. 
“We express our concerns about 
China’s persistent industrial 
targeting and comprehensive 
non-market policies,” the G7 
summit draft said.

It warned against “practices 
that are leading to global spillo-
vers, market distortions and 
harmful overcapacity in a grow-
ing range of  sectors”. 

Security and defence con-
cerns were front and centre Fri-
day, particularly accusations 
that Beijing has helped expand 
Russia’s armed forces.

Washington has accused Bei-
jing of  helping Russia’s defence 
industry — and therefore its in-
vasion of  Ukraine — through 
joint production of  drones and 
exports of  machine tools need-
ed for ballistic missiles. AFP

Redmond: New laptops equipped with Microsoft Windows 
start shipping to customers next week without a flagship 
feature called Recall that drew concerns about privacy and 
cybersecurity. Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella touted the new 
Recall feature at a showcase event last month. Recall works 
by periodically taking snapshots of a computer screen to give 
Microsoft’s AI assistant Copilot a photographic memory of a 
person’s virtual activity.

Privacy risk: Microsoft  
delays release of AI feature
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Tender Inquiry No. 02/2024-25/CD  Dated: 14.06.2024

Superintending Engineer / CIVIL DESIGN, PSPCL, E-2, Shakti Vihar, Patiala, invites 
E-tender for DNIT FOR PURCHASE OF 43 GRADE ORDINARY PORTLAND CEMENT 
CONFORMING TO IS:269/2015 (WITH LATEST AMENDMENTS) PACKED IN NEW 
SYNTHETIC / JUTE BAGS CONTAINING 20 BAGS IN A MT AT PSPCL PILOT WORKSHOPS 
MOHALI, MUKTSAR & SARNA --- QUANTITY = 19000 MT. For detailed NIT & tender 
specification, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in (Contact No.- 0172-
2970263, 0172-2970284) from 14.06.2024 from 05:00 PM onwards.

Note : Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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