
A CT-CTECM
YK

THE HINDU 

2 Sunday, June 2, 2024
KozhikodeRegion

K
erala witnessed a
record increase in
tourist visits in

2023, both domestic and
international, rebounding
strongly after the COVID-19
pandemic that hit the in-
dustry hard in the previous
years. The State received
2.25 crore tourist visits in
2023, much higher than
the pre-COVID-19 level. 

The State received
2,18,71,641 domestic tourist
visits and 6,49,057 interna-
tional tourist visits last

year, demonstrating a
strong comeback after the
challenges of the
pandemic.

Domestic tourists
There has been a major up-
surge in domestic tourist
visits in the State, showing
a high and steady increase
since 2021. From 75,37,617
domestic tourist visits in
2021, the footfall in this
segment rose sharply to
1,88,67,414 in 2023.

It is signi�cant to note
that this was even higher
than the highest previous
mark of 1,83,84,233 tourist

visits registered in the pre-
pandemic 2019, said the
Tourism department in a
release here on Saturday.

After a 72.77 per cent
slump in tourist visits dur-
ing the peak of the pan-
demic and the lockdown in
2020, arrivals grew by
42.56 per cent in 2021 –
beating all odds.

Growth
Tourist visits more than
doubled in 2022 compared
to 2021, when the numbers
surged by 152 per cent.
Last year, they witnessed a
growth of 17.22 per cent.

2.25 cr. tourists visited
Kerala in 2023; in�ow
goes up post-COVID 
After a 72.77% slump in tourist visits during peak of pandemic

and lockdown in 2020, arrivals grew by 42.56% in 2021. 
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The �rst ever Odonate sur-
vey that concluded in the
North Wayanad forest divi-
sion recently spotted 97
species of odonates, order
of insects comprising dra-
gon�ies and damsel�ies . 

The survey was jointly
organised by the North
Wayanad Forest Division
and the Society for Odo-
nate Studies (SOS), a non-
governmental organisa-
tion. As many as nine
camps were set up in di�e-
rent parts of the forest divi-
sion and took three days to
complete.

Diversity of the region
They recorded as many as
59 species of dragon�ies
and 38 species of damself-
lies. Combining the result
with that of a research
team monitoring odonate
diversity of the region for
the past two years, the to-

tal number of odonate spe-
cies recorded has reached
114. Of these, 35 species are
endemic to the Western
Ghats.

Some of the rare and en-
demic species recorded
during the survey includ-
ing Blue-necked Reedtail
(Protosticta mortoni), Vi-
brant Reedtail (Protosticta

sexcolorata), Malabar Bam-
bootail (Melanoneura bili-
neata), Fraser’s Clubtail
(Acrogomphus fraseri), Nil-
giri Clubtail (Asiagomphus
nilgiricus), Nilgiri Moun-
tain Hawk (Chlorogom-
phus campioni), Fraser’s
Torrent Hawk (Macromia
irata), and Minaret Dagger-
head (Idionyx galeatus) . 

North Wayanad Divi-
sional Forest O�cer K. J.
Martin Lovel inaugurated
the survey . Rakesh K., Sa-
noop Krishnan P.V., Ramya
Raghavan, and Rajith P,
range forest o�cers, led
the teams.

Green India Mission, a
Central government pro-
gramme for forest conser-

vation, Coordinator C.S.
Anvar coordinated the pro-
gramme. 

Mr. Anvar said the rich
diversity of indicator or-
ganisms like odonates
shows the forests were
thriving.

As many as 30 odonate
experts across the State
took part in the survey.

97 odonate species spotted in North Wayanad forest division 
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(From left) Protosticta sexcolorata, Melanoneura bilineata, Asiagomphus Nilgiricus, and Macromia irata. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Taking stock

Wayanad District Collector Renu Raj examining the counting centre at Mar Thoma College at

Chungathara near Nilambur on Saturday. Mar Thoma College is the counting centre for Nilambur,

Eranad and Wandoor Assembly segments of the constituency. SAKEER HUSSAIN 

A �ve-member committee
chaired by former Kerala
High Court Judge V.K. Mo-
hanan to moot recommen-
dations for revising court
fees will conduct hearings
across the State to collect
opinion from stakeholders
and the general public.

The hearings for Kannur
(10 a.m. to 12 p.m.) and
Kasaragod (2 p.m. to 4
p.m.) will be held at the
Kannur Government Guest
House on June 19 and for
Kozhikode and Malappu-
ram (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) and
Wayanad (2 p.m. to 4 p.m.)
will be held at the Kozhi-
kode Guest House on June
20. 

The hearings for the
central region comprising
Palakkad, Idukki, Kot-
tayam (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
and Ernakulam, Thrissur,
and Alappuzha (2 p.m. to 5
p.m.) will be held at the Er-
nakulam Government
Guest House on June 21. 

The hearings for the
southern region compris-
ing Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
and Pathanamthitta (3
p.m. to 5 p.m.) will be held
at the Thiruvananthapu-
ram Government Guest
House on June 22. 

Addressing mediaper-
sons here on Saturday, Mr.
Mohanan said the commit-
tee had written to around
125 stakeholders, including
authorities of the Kerala
High Court and quasi-judi-
cial bodies, representatives
of Bar associations, advo-
cates’ organisations, law
reporters, and publishers
soliciting their views. 

The general public can
also present their sugges-
tions at the hearings. They
can also submit their re-
commendations by mail-
ing them to the Convener,
Law Secretary, Court Fees
Reform Committee, Secre-
tariat, Thiruvananthapu-
ram – 695001, or through
e-mail (secy.law@kera-
la.gov.in). 

Revision of court fees:
panel to hold hearings 
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In a MDMA haul at Mee-
nangadi in Wayanad, 113.57
grams of MDMA was seized
from a youth on Saturday
morning.

The Meenangadi police
arrested Suhair, 24, at Ka-
dachira in Kannur, while
he was reportedly tran-
sporting the contraband in
a contract carriage head-
ing to Kozhikode from Ban-
galuru. The drug had re-
portedly been kept hidden
in his pocket. During inter-
rogation, Suhair told that
he was transporting it to
Kozhikode for local sale,
said the police.

Youth held
with MDMA 
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The Wayanad District Dis-
aster Management Authori-
ty has identi�ed as many as
251 relief camps to shift fa-
milies in �ood-prone areas
ahead of the monsoon. Dis-
trict Collector Renu Raj has
directed o�cials to coordi-
nate rescue operations. 

Phone numbers: District
emergency control
room-1077 (toll-free),
04936-204151, 95628-
04151, and 8078409770;
Sulthan Bathery taluk-
04936-220296, 04936-
223355, and 62384-61385;
Mananthavady - 04935-
240231, 04935-241111, and
94466-37748; Vythiri taluk -
85908-42965 and 94470-
97705.

Monsoon: 251
relief camps
identi�ed in
Wayanad 
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With the arrival of the
monsoon, people’s con-
cerns about drowning
deaths have increased. As
many as 22 children
drowned in waterbodies
like ponds, streams and
rivers in Malappuram in
the past �ve months.

A drive is currently on
under the leadership of the
Fire and Rescue Services
department with the sup-
port of the Civil Defence
group to impart swimming
training to children in the
district. The programme
named Midippu (meaning
pulse) aims at empowering
at least 1,000 children with
swimming skills.

As many as 127 people,

most of them children, had
drowned in the district last
year. Most drowning inci-
dents had taken place dur-
ing the monsoon.

“It’s natural that the
monsoon showers bring in
concerns for the people.
Even if you know swim-
ming, it’s advised not to
venture into unfamiliar wa-
terbodies. 

Many children who
knew swimming have lost
their lives in unfamiliar
ponds and rivers in the dis-
trict,” said K. Alavikutty, a
farmer whose child had a
near drowning experience
a few years ago. District
Disaster Management
authorities too have ad-
vised the people not to
venture into waterbodies
during monsoon. 

Concern over rise
in drowning deaths 
in Malappuram
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Timings

KOZHIKODE

SUNDAY, JUN. 02

RISE 06:03 SET 18:47

RISE 02:19 SET 14:52

MONDAY, JUN. 03

RISE 06:03 SET 18:48

RISE 03:03 SET 15:48

TUESDAY, JUN. 04

RISE 06:03 SET 18:48

RISE 03:49 SET 16:45
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A building was damaged
and around an acre of land
got washed away in land-
slip at Koorachundu in
Kozhikode on Friday night
due to heavy rains. Accord-
ing to reports, the incident
happened at 28th mile on
Parimala Road near Kalla-
nod. The landslip
stretched across a distance
of around one kilometre. .

Landslip in
Kozhikode
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With a view to addressing
the disparity in earnings of
Haritha Karma Sena mem-
bers involved in doorstep
waste collection, the Local
Self-Government depart-
ment has suggested that
groups be deployed on a
rotational basis in wards
with higher number of
commercial establish-
ments compared to wards

with predominantly resi-
dential areas.

The suggestions are part
of the standard operating
procedure for material col-
lection facilities that the
department issued earlier
this week. The area of op-
eration for each Haritha
Karma Sena has to be �xed
to ensure a fair monthly in-
come. Local bodies have
been given the freedom to
tweak the suggestions as
per local requirements. 

LSGD moots rotational
deployment of HKS
to ensure fair wages
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