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I
ndicating that pro-
blems in the Congress
party in Thrissur are

unlikely to die down easily,
posters against the district
party leadership appeared
again in the city on
Tuesday.

Posters appeared in
front of the District Con-
gress Committee (DCC) of-
�ce and in the city against
Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee working presi-
dent T.N. Prathapan.

Posters calling Mr.
Prathapan an ‘agent of the
Sangh Parivar’ and ‘curse
of Thrissur ‘ also demand
disciplinary action against
him. “Don’t dream of con-
testing from Manalur,’
reads another poster. 

The posters appeared

on Tuesday as the subcom-
mittee led by senior leader
K.C. Joseph arrived at the
DCC o�ce to inquire into
the failure of the United
Democratic Front candi-
date in the Thrissur Lok
Sabha constituency. The
panel met leaders in the
district. Posters criticising
the party district leader-
ship started appearing af-

ter the pathetic failure of
the UDF in the Thrissur
Lok Sabha constituency. 

Resignation
The poster controversy
and clashes between the
two groups in the DCC led
to the resignation of DCC
president Jose Vallur and
UDF district chairman M.P.
Vincent. 

After taking charge as
the temporary DCC presi-
dent on Sunday, Palakkad
MP-designate V.K. Sreekan-
dan categorically said that
strict action would be ta-
ken against those who
were trying to demean the
party through posters and
campaigns. 

However, the posters
appeared again giving indi-
cations that the skirmishes
in the Congress party in
Thrissur will continue.

Posters against Cong.
leadership appear
again in Thrissur 

A poster that appeared in

Thrissur city on Tuesday

against Congress leader 

T.N. Prathapan. K.K. NAJEEB 

Panel inquiring failure in LS polls meets leaders; V.K. Sreekandan had

warned of action against those engaging in poster campaigns
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After a fall

Awaiting new life: Revenue Minister K. Rajan on Tuesday visiting the Sakthan Thampuran statue which

collapsed in an accident in in Thrissur recently. The statue will be shifted to Thiruvananthapuram for

restoration. K.K.NAJEEB

The Save Nimisha Priya In-
ternational Action Council
has appealed to the people
for their contributions to
rescue the Malayali nurse
awaiting capital punish-
ment in a Yemen jail.

Nimisha Priya, hailing
from Kollengode in the dis-
trict, has been languishing
in a Yemen jail since 2014
in connection with the
death of a Yemeni citizen.
She has been awarded
death sentence by the Su-

preme Court of Yemen. Ac-
tion council leaders K. Ba-
bu, MLA, Moosa, and

Kunjammad Koorachundu
said here on Tuesday that
her execution could take

place anytime and, there-
fore, discussions to save
her through blood money
should begin forthwith.

They said that the la-
wyer appointed by the In-
dian Embassy had agreed
to �nd interlocutors for
Nimisha Priya. But this
process alone would cost
40,000 dollars. If the vic-
tim’s family agrees to the
blood money o�er, then
the interlocutors should be
convinced that the funds
are ready.

Action council leaders
said that they should con-

vince the interlocutors that
at least ₹3 crore are depo-
sited in their account. They
said if 60,000 people chip
in ₹500 each, they could
easily raise ₹3 crore.

“This is an appeal to the
people. Please help us save
a woman from execution,”
they said.

The following is the cur-
rent account details of the
Save Nimisha Priya Inter-
national Action Council:
Account number:
00000040847370877,
IFSC: SBIN0000893 (State
Bank of India, Palakkad).

Contributions sought to save Nimisha Priya 
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Nimisha Priya’s mother, Prema Kumari, addressing the media

online from Yemen, at Palakkad Press Club on Tuesday. K.K.

MUSTAFAH 

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra will secure a
larger majority than Rahul
Gandhi in Wayanad bypoll,
Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan has said.

He was interacting with
media persons in Chalaku-
dy on Tuesday. 

“Priyanka Gandhi is a
leading �ghter against fas-
cism in the country. She
has a better connection
with Wayanad than those
who criticise her candida-
ture. Members of the Neh-
ru family keep good rela-
tions with people in the
country,” he said. 

Not the �rst time
“Is it for the �rst time that
political leaders are con-
testing from two seats. Ma-
ny leaders, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi himself, had contest-
ed from two seats. If they
win from both seats, they
have to leave one. There’s
nothing unusual about it.

Earlier they said Rahul
Gandhi was scared of con-
testing from north India.”

Did the Union Ministers
who were Rajya Sabha
members from various
States , keep good contacts
there? he asked. Mr. Gand-
hi and Ms. Vadra had bet-
ter contacts with Wayanad
people, he said.

“No decision has been
taken on the candidates for
Chelakkara and Palakkad
byelections,” Mr. Sathee-
san said.

Indications showed that
the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) [CPI(M)]
would face the same fate in
Kerala as in West Bengal
and Tripura. 

The ‘Ka�r’ controversy
in Vadakara showed that
they would play any dirty
game to win. 

Even the Sangh Parivar
would be ashamed in front
of their dirty strategies.
Roots of the CPI(M) had de-
cayed. 

Pinarayi Vijayan would
ensure its end, Mr. Sathee-
san added.

Priyanka will get
a larger majority
than Rahul: Cong. 
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As Kerala implements the
Malinya Mukta Nava Kera-
lam campaign under the
umbrella of the Local Self-
Government department
(LSGD) with the goal of be-
coming a garbage-free
State, it is also trying to im-
part lessons in sustainable
waste management prac-
tices to young minds.

New textbooks pre-
pared by the State Council
of Educational Research
and Training (SCERT) for
Classes III, V, VII, and IX as
part of curriculum revision
have content on signi�-
cance of scienti�c and sus-
tainable waste manage-
ment practices to enhance
awareness of the issue

among students and bring
about an attitudinal
change. The inclusion of
the subject in the curricu-
lum was the result of dis-
cussions held by the Kerala
Suchitwa Mission, Haritha
Kerala Mission, and the
Malinya Mukta Nava Kerala
campaign secretariat with
the Director of General
Education (DGE).

Waste management �-
gures in the textbooks ‘Jee-
vasasthram’ for Class IX,
Hindi ‘Patavali’ for Class
VII, ‘Adisthana Sasthram’
for Class V, and the Malaya-
lam textbook and ‘Parisara
Patanam’ for Class III.

“The inclusion of waste
management and related
topics in school textbooks
is a major intervention
aimed at bringing about an

attitudinal change on a ma-
jor challenge faced by the
society. This will greatly
help young ones have a
proper understanding of
the issues involved and for-
mation of their character
as responsible citizens of
the future,” U.V. Jose, exec-
utive director, Suchitwa
Mission, said.

Easy descriptions
Sections on the subject
have easy-to-grasp descrip-
tions, tables, poems, illus-
trations, and assignments
for students, giving them a
clear awareness of the is-
sues involved and how
they can help improve the
situation around them.

The lessons use the me-
dium of writing letters to a
friend. A section headlined

‘My school, clean school’
tells the students how they
can ensure cleanliness in

their school, assess the
standard of cleanliness,
basic yardsticks of cleanli-
ness, and the ill-e�ects of
throwing waste around
indiscriminately.

Various stages 
They also inform the stu-
dents about various stages
and processes of waste
management such as col-
lection at source, use of dif-
ferent types of waste bins,
turning food waste into
compost, and the pollution
caused by burning plastic
materials.

The lessons underscore
the importance of keeping
one’s surroundings clean
and free of waste to main-
tain environmental sus-
tainability and ensure
community health.

New SCERT textbooks impart lessons on
scienti�c, sustainable waste management 
The Hindu Bureau
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A section from Parisara

Patanam in the Class III

textbook explaining the use of

various bins for di�erent types

of waste. 

The Kerala Government
Medical College Teachers’
Association (KGMCTA) has
demanded the State go-
vernment to withdraw an
order issued by the Sche-
duled Castes/Scheduled
Tribes (SC/ST) Develop-
ment department appoint-
ing on deputation teaching
faculty from medical col-
leges under the Health de-
partment to the Palakkad

Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC).

The SC/ST department
had issued the said order
to end a strike that was be-
ing carried on by students
at the Palakkad GMC,
which is under the SC/ST
department, against the
shortage of faculty and
sta� at the institution

At present, even medi-
cal colleges under the
Health department do not
have the required level of
faculty as speci�ed by the

National Medical Commis-
sion (NMC). Even in the
Idukki Government Medi-
cal College, students are
on strike citing the shor-
tage of faculty and other
de�ciencies. In such a sit-
uation, moving the faculty
from other medical colleg-
es to the Palakkad GMC
will only throw the func-
tioning of medical colleges
in the State into disarray,
the KGMCTA said in a state-
ment here on Tuesday.
Even when the number of

courses in the medical col-
leges under the Health de-
partment were increased,
there was only a nominal
increase in the posts of fa-
culty and other sta� in
these institutions.

The KGMCTA said at
present, over 300 posts of
Assistant Professor were ly-
ing vacant in medical col-
leges in the State. The NMC
has served show cause not-
ice to the government
pointing out the shortage
of faculty and non-teach-

ing sta�. In such a situa-
tion, the demand that doc-
tors and sta� in other
medical colleges be sent on
deputation to �ll the sta�
shortage at Palakkad GMC
will negatively impact the
entire medical education
sector. The order issued by
the SC/ST department
should be withdrawn and
necessary alternatives
found for the resolution of
issues at Palakkad GMC,
KGMCTA said in a state-
ment here.

Posting of Health dept. faculty to Palakkad GMC:
KGMCTA demands withdrawal of order 
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