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BMS leader’s murder: 3 
CPM workers acquitted
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Thrissur 

FIRST ADDITIONAL Sessions 
Court in Thrissur on Saturday 
acquitted three CPM workers 
involved in the murder of  BMS 
leader Shaju. The case 
was filed in response to 
an allegation that BMS 
leader Shaju was mur-
dered to avenge the 
killing of  CITU leader 
Mahi in Chalakudy. 

Shaju was hacked to 
death at the Kerala Feeds 
Company at Kallettumkara, Ir-
injalakuda on February 12, 
2007. There were six accused in 
the case, three died before the 
trial concluded. The accused 
who faced trial were Shafeeq 

from Alur, Kishore, and In-
drankutty from Chengalur. All 
three were active members of  
CPM. CITU leader Mahi was 
killed at Potta Dhanya Hospi-
tal, and Shaju’s murder was be-

lieved to be a revenge 
murder.

The prosecution had 
examined three eye-
witnesses. However, 
the defence argued 

that these witnesses 
were listed in the BJP 

office records. As the 
prosecution failed to prove the 
charges, the trio was acquitted 
of  all charges. Lawyer T Shajith 
from Kozhikode represented 
the defence. The Kodakara po-
lice investigated the case.

Calicut Football Club to represent 
Kozhikode in Super League Kerala 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kozhikode

KOZHIKODE district’s new 
football club, Calicut FC, will 
be part of  the forthcoming Su-
per League Kerala (SLK) sched-
uled to be held on September 1 
in Kochi. Calicut FC, owned by 
the IBS Group, will represent 
the district in SLK, the men’s 
franchise football league organ-
ised by the Kerala Football As-
sociation, along with five other 
districts- Kannur, Malappuram, 
Thrissur, Ernakulam and 
Thiruvananthapuram. The of-
ficial logo of  the team was re-
l e a s e d  o n  S a t u r d ay  i n 
Kozhikode by M K Raghavan 
MP in the presence of  Kerala 
Football Association president 
Navas Meeran and franchise 
owner of  the club V K Math-
ews, who is also the executive 
chairman of  IBS Group. 

Raghavan said India’s global 
rank could be advanced by set-
ting up more football clubs and 
organising more matches and 
leagues in the state while nur-
turing local talents. He also 
highlighted Kozhikode’s aspi-
ration to build an internation-
al-level football stadium. “To 
realise the dream, we need en-
trepreneurs like V K Mathews. 

Potential locations in Mavoor 
and near Calicut University are 
in discussion for constructing 
the new stadium, with plans to 
explore public-private partner-
ships to achieve the goal,” he 
said.

On the occasion, Navas said 
the association aims to ensure 
a steady remuneration and 
more salaried career in the 
field of  football for the players 
trained under the training cen-

tres of  the Kerala Football As-
sociation through the Super 
League Kerala. 

“We aim to train around 1,400 
students across the state and 
ensure they participate in at 
least 26 matches a year. To 
achieve this goal, we are plan-
ning to host no less than 2,100 
matches a year. SLK will be the 
latest endeavour to achieve the 
result,”  he added. 

SLK, organised on the same 

lines as the Indian Super 
League, will be the premier 
sporting event in Kerala. Thir-
ty matches will be played in the 
preliminary rounds, with each 
team participating in ten 
matches (five at home ground 
and five away). The top four 
teams will advance to the play-
off  stage.

Calicut FC will comprise 25 
players, six of  whom are from 
overseas, while the rest are 
from India (of  which 12 are 
from Kerala) .  The head  
coach will also be from over-
seas. The home ground for Cali-
cut FC will be the Kozhikode 
M u n i c i p a l  C o r p o r a t i o n 
Stadium.

Mathews said “Kozhikode is 
the epicentre of  football frenzy 
as witnessed during the last 
World Cup. Several Keralites 
have represented India in the 
past and Kerala entered the fi-
nals of  the Santhosh Trophy 
for seven consecutive years 
from the late 1980s to mid-’90s. 
We need to regain our past glo-
ry and hope to achieve this by 
giving international exposure 
to the budding talents in the 
state. There is no better way to 
start this than by having a new 
professional football team for 
Kozhikode.”

LAST-MINUTE HUSTLE
SM Street, known as the shopping hub of Kozhikode, springs to life ahead of Bakrid |  E GOKUL

MP M K Raghavan releasing the logo of Calicut FC in Kozhikode. Also seen are club 
franchise owner V K Mathews and Kerala Football  Association president Navas 
Meeran

To participate with five teams from Kannur, Malappuram, Thrissur, Ernakulam, T’Puram

Register case against 
ex-MLA, says Shafi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

VADAKARA MP Shafi 
Parambil has urged the 
Vadakara police to regis-
ter a case against former 
MLA K K Lathika for al-
legedly circulating the 
controversial  ‘Kafir’ 
screenshot. At a press 
meet at Kozhikode railway 
station on Saturday, Shafi 
told the media that police 
are still hiding facts re-
garding the  screenshot 
controversy. Alleging that 
the CPM is aware of  the 
source of  the screenshot, 
Shafi said that the blame, 
however, falls on the UDF. 
Shafi’s reaction was based 
on a report submitted by 
the Vadakara police, 
which says that Youth 

League leader Muham-
mad Khasim has no con-
n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
screenshot.

The controversy in-
volved a screenshot that 
called LDF candidate in 
Vadakara K K Shailaja a 
‘kafir’ (non-believer) while 
seeking votes for UDF can-
didate Shafi Parambil on 
behalf  of  his religion. 

He said by circulating 
the fake screenshot, Lathi-
ka was trying to create 
communal polarisation in 
Vadakara. “CPM had tried 
to attack the face of  unity 
of  people in Vadakara by 
using the screenshot. 
Their leadership should 
apologise to their workers 
for making them believe 
that UDF created the 
screenshot” he said.

Nadapuram grama panchayat 
meet ends up in clash, injuring 2
Kozhikode: Two women members suffered injuries following a clash 
during the grama panchayat meeting. They were injured during a 
protest staged by LDF members, demanding the resignation of 
panchayat vice-president Akhila Maryatt. The protest was staged after 
a video of an obscene video call between Akhila and Youth League 
members went viral on social media. The agitation was held at 
Nadapuram around 10 am on Saturday. Muslim League ward member 
Sumayya Pattathil and CPM member Nisha Manoj suffered injuries in 
the melee that lasted for 15 minutes. Meanwhile, panchayat president 
V P Muhammedali told TNIE that no action has been taken against the 
councillors. 

6 eateries near Kozhikode beach closed 
for violating norms; raids to continue

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode

AFTER A recent inspection, the 
food safety department and the 
health wing of  the Kozhikode mu-
nicipal corporation closed down 
six shops located near the 
Kozhikode beach. The in-
spections were initiated to 
assess the current condi-
tions at the eateries, which 
had previously received 
caution notices for various 
violations. This intensified 
scrutiny by the department was 
prompted by a series of  foodborne 
illness outbreaks and incidents of  
jaundice in the city.

The operation targeted 16 shops 
on the Kozhikode beach, resulting 

in the closure and imposition of  
fines on six of  them. Sakeer Hus-
sain, assistant commissioner of  
the food safety department in 
Kozhikode, said that during earli-
er inspections, it was observed 

that uncovered fruit slices 
were left exposed to dust, at-
tracting flies and posing a 
risk for the spread of  dis-
eases. “Subsequently, no-
tices were issued to all ea-

teries on the Kozhikode 
beach to ensure proper cover-

ing of  fruits and other food items. 
While many shops adhered to the 
instructions, it was found that 
some failed to comply with the di-
rectives. As a result, the uncovered 
fruits, ice, and other perishables 

were discarded during the inspec-
tion,” he said. 

As a preventive measure to curb 
the further spread of  infectious 
diseases such as jaundice, viral 
hepatitis, leptospirosis, and den-
gue fever, the sale of  the renowned 
‘Ice Urathi’ was temporarily 
banned on the beach premises. 
The officials stressed that ongoing 
inspections will continue, and nec-
essary action will also be taken to 
address the unauthorised sale of  
roadside food and drinks. Further-
more, restaurant owners in the 
city have been urged to ensure the 
quality of  drinking water by uti-
lising government labs to prevent 
the spread of  communicable dis-
eases like jaundice.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Plus-I seat shortage: 
MSF members protest
Malappuram: Muslim Students 
Federation (MSF) members on 
Saturday staged a protest at the 
office of the Malappuram higher 
secondary regional deputy 
director (RDD) Anil P M. The 
protest was led by MSF state 
president P K Navas and MSF 
Malappuram district general 
secretary V A Vahab.

Potential locations in Mavoor and near Calicut University are in 
discussion for constructing the new stadium, with plans to explore 
public-private partnerships to achieve the goal 
 — M K Raghavan MP

‘KAFIR’ SCREENSHOT

V P Sanu @VP_Sanu
Arundhati Roy & Kashmiri academic Sheikh Showkat Hussain, face UAPA charges 
on the basis of a 2010 FIR against allegedly provocative comments. Modi, Ayodhya 
failed you.  Modi, Roti, Kapada aur Makaan issues failed you; Not the ‘civil society’.  
This too won’t work.
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