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New Delhi: Delhi Police has
booked a fugitive gangster
Himanshu Bhau and his gang
members under the stringent
MCOCA (MaharashtraControl of
OrganisedCrimeAct)forrunning
asyndicateofextortionsandgiv-
ing threat to thebusinessmen in
Delhi, officials on Friday said.
Bhau, 21, hailing fromHaryana's
Rohtak, is facingover5� cases of
murder,attempttomurder,extor-
tion,threatandarmsactinDelhi,
HaryanaandPunjab.
Presently,heissuspectedtobe

staying inSpainand running the
syndicate from there, they said.
Three of his associateswere in-
volvedinopeningfiresatasecond
hand luxury car showroom in
westDelhi's TilakNagar area on
May6,policesaid.Inthisincident,
noonewashitwiththebulletbut
sevenpeoplewereinjureddueto
brokenglassesof the showroom
in the shooting. OnMay 7, the
showroom owner received a
threatening call from interna-
tionalVoIPnumberandthecaller
claimed himself as Himanshu
Bhauanddemandedaransomof
Rsfivecrorefromhim. PTI

Fugitive Haryana
gangster booked
under MCOCA
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THE PUNJAB andHaryanaHigh
CourtFridayheldasunconstitu-
tional the socioeconomic crite-
ria prescribed by the Haryana
government to grant additional
marks to certain classes of can-
didatesinstategovernmentjobs
andset it aside.

Allowingabunchofpetitions
filedbyApritGahlawatandoth-
ers, a division bench of Justices
Sanjeev Prakash Sharma and
Sudeepti Sharma quashed the
socioeconomic criteria and
termeditasunconstitutionaland
inviolativeofArticles14,15and
16of theConstitutionof India.

“The socioeconomic criteria
hasbeenheldasunconstitutional
andviolativeofArticle14,15,16.
Thiswaspronouncedinthecourt
Friday by a division bench,” said
Sarthak Gupta, the counsel for
oneof thepetitioners.

"There is a Haryana govern-
mentpolicy for government re-
cruitments forGroup 'C', 'D' cat-
egory jobs, under which they
used to give some extramarks,
weightage. In some recruit-
ments, itwas fivemarksweigh-
tage, insomeitwas2�.Thatpol-
icy has been declared
unconstitutional,"headded.

However, a detailed order
wasyet tobereleased.

Among other petitioners,
Gahlawat, a GroupD candidate
had pointed out that as per the
selection criteria, 2�marks out
of 1��havebeenearmarked for
“socio-economiccriteriaandex-
perience”, making them inter
aliadependentondescentorthe
domicileofHaryana.

Gahlawat had contended
thatthegrantof suchadditional
marks is nothing but a form of
reservation. The petitioner had
thussoughtdirectionsforquash-
ing the amendments to the ex-
tentthat2�outof1��markshad

been earmarked for the “socio-
economic criteria and experi-
ence” bymaking it dependent
ondescentorHaryanadomicile.

Shruti Jain Goyal, senior
deputy advocate general of
Haryana, said that the HC has
quashed the socio-economic cri-
teria introducedby theHaryana
government for candidates of
Group C and D. A detailedwas
awaited.

The Haryana government
had introduced the socioeco-
nomic criteria a few years ago,
aiming to provide additional
marks to certain classes of can-
didates, including those who
don't have any familymember
in government job, are state-
domiciled and their family in-
come does not exceed Rs 1.8�
lakhperannum.

According tooneof thepeti-
tioners, the said socioeconomic
criteria is arbitrary, unconstitu-
tional and illegal.

This is for the reasons, inter

alia, that grant of additional
marks to a certain class exclud-
ing the others is discriminatory
and violative of Articles 14 and
16, thepetitioner submitted.

Thegrantofadditionalmarks
toacertainclassis inderogation
of the settled law that for ap-
pointingpersonstopostsinpub-
lic services through direct re-
cruitmentthecriterionhastobe
puremerit, the petitioner had
contended.

Thecriteriafurtherdiscrimi-
nates on the basis of domicile
and descent which are prohib-
itedmarkers under Article 162
of Constitution, the petitioner
hadsubmitted.

There is no rationale for the
grant of such additionalmarks
toacertainclasswhenreserva-
tions for theEWSaswell as the
socially backward classes such
as Scheduled Castes SC and
Backward Classes BC are al-
readyprovided for,hehadcon-
tended.

HCįŭaŁheŁ ŁĎciĎecĎĀĎmic
cĺiŚeĺia iĀ HaĺƆaĀa gĎƃŚ jĎbŁ

Chandigarh: ]Several Haryana
ministersonFridayhitoutatthe
Arvind Kejriwal government,
blaming its "mismanagement"
for Delhi's water crisis and said
ithasbecomeahabitfortheAAP
dispensation to blameHaryana
oneveryissue.Delhi is facingan
acutewater shortage, with the
AAP government accusing
Haryanaofnotreleasingthena-
tional capital's shareofwater.

The BJP, on the other hand,
hasblamedtheAAPgovernment
for thewater crisis and claimed
that Haryana is supplying the
city 1,�49 cusecs of water from
the Yamuna that exceeds the
agreed-uponquantity.

"We are releasing water to
the national capital, as per the
agreement. Infact,moreisbeing
being released to Delhi so that
thereisnoshortage.Butlevelling
allegations and blaming
Haryanafor theirownmisman-
agement is not right," Haryana
AgricultureMinisterKanwarPal
told reporters inYamunanagar.

Irrigation Minister Abhe
Singh Yadav also claimed that
Delhi is receiving more water
than theagreed-uponshare.

Transport Minister Aseem
Goelsaid,"Wehavenotlowered
theshareofDelhi.TheAAPgov-
ernment should stop blaming
Haryana every time." In a letter
to Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
DelhiWaterMinisterAtishisaid
there has been a drastic dip in
thewaterlevelattheWa}irabad
barrageduringthe last fewdays
as Haryana is not releasing the
requiredquantityintheYamuna.

The Delhi government on
Friday alsomoved the Supreme
Court, seeking a direction to
Haryana to release surpluswater
providedbyHimachalPradeshto
theparchednationalcapitalforur-
gentmitigationof itswaterwoes
compoundedbyscorchingheat.

Haryana'sDevelopmentand
Panchayats Minister Mahipal
Dhanda said, "The Arvind
Kejriwal government should
stop putting (the blame for) its
ownfailuresonothers.Itisinthis
habit of blaming us every time.
Haryana is givingmore than its
share." "It (AAP government)
should check its ownmanage-
ment.Whenthereisexcessrain,
itblamesHaryana;whenpollu-
tionincreasesinDelhi, itblames
us…,"Dhandasaid.

Last week, Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini ac-
cusedAAPof"lying"afterAtishial-
legedthattheneighbouringstate
had stoppedwater supply to the
nationalcapitalaspartoftheBJP's
"newconspiracy"aheadofpolling
inthecityonMay25. PTI

Haryana
ministers hit out
at Kejriwal govt
over Delhi's
water woes

Gurgaon: Social media influ-
encer Balwant alias Bobby
Kataria, who has been arrested
inahumantraffickingcase,sent
33peopleabroadonthepretext
ofhelpingthemsecurejobs,po-
liceheresaidonFriday.

Kataria,whowasarrestedby
theGurugrampoliceonMonday,
was produced in a city court on
Fridayontheexpiryofhis three-
daypolice remandandwas sent
tojudicialcustody, theyadded.

Thepolicehadearlier recov-
ered Rs 2� lakh cash and four
mobilephones fromhisposses-

sion. During his police remand,
twomore mobile phones and
ninepassportsweresei}edfrom
Kataria, they said. "Kataria con-
fessedthatheusedtocheatpeo-
ple by luring themwith jobs in
foreign countries, and going
abroad, the victimswere forced
to commit cyber fraud," said a
seniorpoliceofficer.

Kataria along with his ac-
compliceManju Singh, who is
yet to be arrested in the case,
usedtopostjobvacanciesinfor-
eigncountries throughtheir so-
cial media handles. They also

used to charge some amount
fromthevictims,theofficersaid.

"Kataria had opened offices
in Gurugram, including Sikar
(Rajasthan), Greater Faridabad
andNabha (Punjab) and he has
so far sent 33 people abroad, of
which12weresenttoArmenia,2
to Singapore, 4 to Bangkok, 3 to
Canadaand12toLaos,"saidSub-
InspectorPramodKumar,thein-
vestigatingofficer in thecase.

"Of those sent to Laos, five
have returnedwhile seven are
still there,"Kumaradded.

PTI

Influencer Bobby Kataria sent 33 people
abroad on pretext of job offers: police
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THE CENTRAL government has
asked theHaryanagovernment
to explain the reasons for post-
ing19IndianPoliceService(IPS)
officersonex-cadreposts“inex-
cess than the quota for the
same”, terming it “over-utilisa-
tionof theex-cadreposts”while
“keeping cadre posts as sanc-
tionedbytheCentrevacant”.The
UnionMinistry of HomeAffairs
(MHA)hasbeen termingsucha
practicebystatesasa “violation
of cadre norms” as it “disturbs
the structure of authorised
strength invariousheads”.

While cadre posts are civil
servicespostsapprovedandno-
tified by the Centre for states
every five years, ex-cadre posts
aretemporarypostsof thesame
rank as cadre posts created by
thestategovernments.

Inarecentcommunicationto
the Haryana government, the

MHAobservedthattheHaryana
governmentis functioningwith
38IPSofficersonex-cadreposts
while the sanctioned strength
for these posts is only 19. Thus,
the ministry pointed out, the
stategovernmentis“overutilis-
ing19poststhanitsquota”ofex-
cadre posts while keeping 24
cadre posts vacant, and sought
reasons for thesame.

TheCentrehasalsoaskedthe
statetofurnishdetailsregarding
postings of all cadre officers on
the ex-cadre/temporary posts
while seeking scientific and ef-
fective planning of cadre struc-
turewithafive-yearperspective.

Meanwhile, referring to the
latestofficialfigures,aseniorIPS
officer has informed theMHA
thatcurrently,64IPSofficersare
workingonex-cadrepostsinthe
state, as against the sanctioned
strengthof19officers–i.e.45IPS
officers areworking in “excess”
than the quota. The number of
cadreposts forHaryana is79.

Currently,thestatehassixdi-

rector general of police (DGP)-
rank officers (two on cadre and
fouronex-cadreposts);19addi-
tional director general of police
(ADGP)-rank officers (six on
cadre, 13onex-cadreposts); 27
inspectorgeneralofpolice(IGP)-
rankofficers (16oncadre, 11on
ex-cadre posts); and 22 deputy
inspectorgeneralofpolice(DIG)-
rankofficers(15oncadre,seven
onex-cadreposts).

On their part, Haryana gov-
ernment officials have been in-
sisting that the state can create
particularpostsforaspecificpe-
riod andno rulewas violated in
thepromotionsof IPSofficers in
thestate.

In January 2�23, the MHA
had expressed displeasure over
havingex-cadrepostsof IPSoffi-
cers in excess of the authorised
strength in some states. The
MHA had also pointed out the
practice of appointing IPS offi-
cers against the ex-cadre posts
while keeping the cadre posts
vacant.

MHA to Haryana: Explain why
19 IPS officers are on ex-cadre
posts ‘in excess’ of quota
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THE DELHI government Friday
approached the SupremeCourt
seeking urgent directions to
HaryanaandHimachal Pradesh
to release more water to the
NationalCapitalTerritory,saying
theunprecedentedheatwavein
Delhihastriggeredasurgeinde-
mand forwater.

TheAAPgovernmentsaidthe
heatwave inDelhi,whichhas re-
sultedinthemaximumtempera-
turerisinguptoaround5�degrees
Celsiusatsomeplaces,hascaused
an extraordinary and excessive
surgeinwaterdemandinthecity.

“Asaresult,thenationalcap-
italisdealingwithawatershort-
age, which has led to frequent
supplycuts inmanypartsof the
NCT,andhasdisruptedthedaily
life of the ordinary residents,”
the plea filed by Delhi Water
MinisterAtishi said.

Thegovernmentsaidthatal-
though ithas takenall adminis-
trativemeasures to ensure “op-
timisation, rationing and
targeted”supplyofwater,yetthe
shortageofwaterremainsacute.

TheDelhigovernmentsought
toclarifythatithadfiledtheplea
notfortheresolutionofanyinter-
statewaterdisputeortopressits
rightful share of water in the
YamunaRiver but only because
of the unprecedented surge in
temperature and consequent
surgeinthedemandforwater.

Suchexcessiveandunantici-
pated demand has precipitated
an emergency in the form of a
full-fledgedwaterandsanitation
crisis and has necessitated an
emergentsolution,thepleasaid.

The AAP government said
Himachal Pradesh, agreed to
share its surplus water with

Delhi but since the two states
don’t shareaphysicalboundary
with Delhi, thewaterwill have
to be transported through the
Wa}irabad barrage. This would
requirethefacilitationandcoop-
eration of the Haryana govern-
ment, which it said is not being
providedasondate.

Itsaidthatcurrently,the wa-
ter levels in the SoniaVihar and
Bhagirathibarrages,whichcon-
stitutetheotherprimarysources
ofwaterfortheNCTofDelhi,are
operatingattheiroptimumlevel
andmeet the stipulated stan-
dards andany increase inwater
supplycanonlybeconsideredat
the Wa}irabad barrage.

TheDelhigovernmentsaidit
hadalreadyraisedtheissuewith
the Haryana government and
urged it to release the surplus
water in theWa}irabadbarrage
but the latter is yet to accede to
the request.

Thegovernmentsaidthead-
ditionalwatersupplyisalsonec-
essary because of the large
workforce andmigrantpopula-
tionintheNCTandaddedthatit
is seeking the relief only as a
stop-gap arrangement till the
monsoonarrives.

“Accesstowaterisoneof the
basichumanrightsofanindivid-
ual. Not only is water essential
forsustenance,butaccesstowa-
teralso formsanessential com-
ponent of the guarantee of dig-
nity and a quality of life
guaranteed under Article 21 of
theConstitution,” thepleasaid.

“The current water crisis,
whichmayonlygetworsegiven
peaksummersandongoingwa-
tershortage,violatestherightto
adignifiedandqualitylifeof the
peopleof theNCTofDelhi,who
are unable to access even ade-
quate clean drinking water,” it
said.

Heat and scarcity:
Delhi govt asks SC
to direct Haryana
to release water

Localsqueueuptocollectdrinkingwaterata localitĀ in
Delhi,onFridaĀ.Express
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