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Unabated influx of banned SUPs challenge ‘Nava Keralam’
S H A I N U  M O H A N  @T’Puram

DESPITE entering its second 
year, the Malinya Muktham 
Nava Keralam campaign is fac-
ing challenges in curbing the 
influx of  banned single- use 
plastics into the state. Launched 
with the objective to transform 
Kerala into a garbage-free state, 
the campaign is yet to take any 
significant step to curb the 
availability of  banned single 
use plastics. Interestingly, the 
state government had banned 
the manufacture, sale, storage 
and transportation of  single-
use plastic in January 2020 
even before the Government of  
India brought the nationwide 
ban on 19 single-use plastic 
items, including plates, cups, 
straws, trays, and polystyrene 
on July 1, 2022.

The aggressive campaign 
launched by the Local Self  Gov-
ernment Department (LSGD) 

has failed to curb the flow of  
single-use plastic to the state. 
In connection with the cam-
paign, the LSGD has formed 
special enforcement squads to 
prevent various violations re-
lating to waste management. 
As per estimates, the state gen-
erates around 633 tonnes of  
plastic waste per day at a rate 
of  18.5gm of  plastic per person 
every day.

During 2023-24, the Clean 
Kerala Company Ltd (CKCL) 
lifted around 47,548.701 tonnes 
of  non-biodegradable waste 
from across the state. It is 
learned that lack of  border 
checking and enforcement ac-
tivities are the reasons for the 
unabated flow of  banned single 
use plastic to the state. 

Though the campaign is 
nearing its target of  achieving 
100 per cent door-to-door waste 
collection, the persistence of  
single-use plastics in the state 

underscores the difficulty in 
achieving the campaign’s goals.  
According to officials, the 
LSGD has built a solid system 
during the first year of  the 
campaign for scientific and 
s u s t a i n a b l e  w a s t e 

management. 
“This year, our aim is to 

make the activities of  the en-
forcement squads more effec-
tive. We didn’t get the assist-
ance from the police as 
expected. There are cognizable 

offenses related to waste man-
agement, including polluting 
waterbodies and as per law, the 
police can arrest the violator 
from the spot.  We have learned 
the shortcomings from the ini-
tial year of  the campaign and 
all those things will be fixed 
now,” said an official source. 

According to sources, the 
LSGD is gearing up to tie up 
with the Motor Vehicle Depart-
ment and Police department to 
prevent the flow of  banned plas-
tic products to the state. Execu-
tive director U V Jose of  Such-
itwa Mission told TNIE that the 
LSGIs and the enforcement 
squads will tighten its noose on 
wholesale dealers in the state 
distributing single-use plastic 
and banned items. “The state 
managed to curb the use of  sin-
gle-use plastic until before Cov-
id-19. After the pandemic, the 
usage of  these items has in-
creased exponentially. One of  

our key priorities now is to curb 
the flow of  these banned items 
to the state,” said U V Jose.

Global Alliance for Incinera-
tor Alternatives (GAIA) India 
coordinator K N Shibu said 
that the ban by the Centre is in-
effective across the country be-
cause of  conflicting policies of  
the Central government. “The 
export of  plastic is still happen-
ing and the Centre is allowing 
new investments from such 
companies. The ban remains 
ineffective and the implemen-
tation of  Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) has not 
been properly implemented in 
the country,” said K N Shibu. 
He added that the availability 
of  alternative items is yet to be 
made available. 

“The government is yet to 
come up with interventions to 
fix the price gap between alter-
native items and single use 
plastics,” said Shibu K N. 

KVVES district 
meeting held
T’Puram: Kerala Vyapari 
Vyavasayi Ekopana Samithi 
(KVVES) state president Raju 
Apsara has urged the 
government to resolve the 
issues faced by traders in 
licence renewal. The committee 
asked the government to 
consider the demands it 
submitted to LSG Minister M B 
Rajesh recently. Dhaneesh 
Chandran was elected as the 
new president, Joshi Basu as 
general secretary, Shiras Khan 
as treasurer, Vellarada 
Rajendran as working president, 
and Y Vijayan as chairman.

Infant undergoes  
liver transplant at  
KIMSHEALTH

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

DOCTORS at KIMSHEALTH successfully performed a 
complex liver transplant on 9-month-old Kashinath, hail-
ing from Thiruvananthapuram. Weighing only 4kg dur-
ing the surgery, Kashinath became one of  Kerala’s 
youngest and lightest infants to undergo a successful 
liver transplant. Initially admitted for jaundice, further 
examinations revealed Kashinath suffered from biliary 
atresia, a rare condition affecting one in 70,000 newborns 
worldwide. 

Dr Shabeerali T U, chief  coordinator & senior consult-
ant of  the Department of  Hepatobiliary, Pancreatic & 
Liver Transplant Surgery, said that due to the severity 
of  the condition, a liver transplant was the only viable 
option to save the child’s life. Facing the challenge of  
finding a suitable donor, Kashinath’s father volunteered 
despite having an incompatible blood group (B Positive). 
Under strict medical guidance, he successfully lost 10kg 
within a month to qualify as a donor.

Dr Shiraz Ahmad Rather, senior consultant and clini-
cal chair of  Transplant Services, highlighted the com-
plexities of  the procedure, including managing Kashi-
nath’s age, weight, and small blood vessels, which 
required administering blood thinners to minimise clot-
ting risks. The surgery lasted for 10 hours, and the baby 
was discharged after a month of  hospital stay. Kashinath 
celebrated his first birthday at the hospital.

Dr Varghese Yeldho, consultant, Department of  Hepa-
tobiliary Pancreas and Liver Transplant, Dr Hashir A, 
Dr Prijith and Dr Harikumar G, consultants, Depart-
ment of  Anesthesia, Dr Madhu Sashidharan, senior con-
sultant, Department of  Gastroenterology, Dr Manish 
Kumar Yadav, senior consultant, Department of  Inter-
ventional Radiology, Dr Manoj K S, senior consultant, 
Department of  Imaging and Interventional Radiology, 
Dr A Rajalakshmi, senior consultant and Dr Muhammed 
Niyaz, consultant, Department of  Infectious Diseases 
and Dr Shiju Kumar, Department of  Pediatric Critical 
Care, were also part of  the medical team.

Support for Maharaja: Vijay Sethupathi thanks Kerala audience   
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ T’Puram

“I HAVE heard 500 scripts and 
have chosen to act in only 50. 
Some turn out to be classics, hits, 
averages, or flops, but the effort 
that both the crew of  the movie 
and I put into these movies re-
mains the same,” remarked ac-
tor Vijay Sethupathi during a 
press meeting at the Thiruvanan-
thapuram Press Club on Friday. 

He expressed heartfelt grati-
tude to the Kerala audience for 
making the movie Maharaja a 
huge success here.  Vijay 
Sethupathi was in the city to cel-
ebrate the success of  the Tamil 
blockbuster Maharaja and to at-
tend the success party of  the 

movie at Lulu Mall, Thiruvanan-
thapuram. The film has received 
an excellent audience reception 
and house-full shows across Ker-
ala. Initially released in 100 thea-
tres, the film has expanded its 
screening to over 175 theatres in 
its second week.

Maharaja, featuring Anurag 
Kashyap in a key villain role, is 
both written and directed by 
Nithilan Swaminathan. The 
film’s ensemble cast includes 
Malayalam actress Mamta Mo-
handas, Natarajan Subramani-
am, Divya Bharti, Abhirami, 
Aruldoss, and more. Produced by 
Sudhan Sundaram and Jagadish 
Palanisamy under the banners 
of  Passion Studios, The Route, 

and Think Studios, the film’s 
music is composed by B Aja-
neesh Loknath. Dinesh Purush-
othaman cranked the camera.

Director Nithilan Swaminath-
an shared, “Many have told me 
that the structure of  this film re-
sembles Malayalam movies. The 
movie has received  heartwarm-
ing acceptance from across Ker-
ala. Perhaps it’s because I draw 
inspiration from watching a lot 
of  Malayalam films.” Maharaja 
marks Vijay Sethupathi’s 50th 
movie. He explained that he 
chose to do this project because 
of  its narrative flow. Producer 
Sudhan Sundaram, Kerala dis-
tributor Harindran, and PRO 
Pratish Shekhar were present.

Actor Vijay Sethupathi arrives at the Press Club in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday as 
part of a success meet of his latest movie Maharaja  |  B P DEEPU 

Many have told me that the structure of this film resembles Malayalam 
movies. The movie has received  heartwarming acceptance from across 
Kerala. Perhaps it’s because I draw inspiration from watching a lot of 
Malayalam films – Nithilan Swaminathan, director of Maharaja

BANNED ITEMS 

�Garbage bags (plastic) except for 
Bio-medical wastes

�Non-woven bags, plastic flags

�Pet bottles of drinking water of 
capacities less than 500 ml

�Plastic-coated items like paper 
carry bags, bowls, paper cups

�Plastic-coated leaves used as 
plates

�Plastic packets in retail outlets 

�Plastic sapling bags 

�Plastic table spread

�Plastic water pouches, non-
branded plastic juice packets 

�Earbuds 

�Balloon sticks

�Candy and icecream sticks

�Cutlery items - plastes, cups, 
glasses, forks, spoons, knives, tays 

�Sweet boxes

�Cigarette packs

�PVC banners under 100 microns

�Polystyrene for decoration

E X P R E S S  R E A D
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Heart surgeries halted at Kannur Govt Medical College
Heart surgeries at Kannur Government Medical College have been halted, causing significant 
distress to patients. The hospital’s catheterization lab ceased operations on Wednesday 
after a machine malfunctioned. Due to this, angioplasty procedures were cancelled

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001 
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(Contact Number : 96461-18754)
Tender Enquiry No.320/HPs/ED-I/S-422  Dated 20.06.2024
Dy.CE / Hydel Projects, PSPCL, Shed A-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala Invites E-Tender for 
Design, Engineering, Manufacturing, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning at site of 
Hydraulic Butterfly Penstock Protection Valve along with associated equipment and dismantling 
of existing old Butterfly Value installed at penstock for 50MW Unit of Shanan Power House, 
PSPCL, Joginder Nagar, Distt.-Mandi (HP). 
For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum and Addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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