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Saddened to hear the news about the boat capsizing in Muthalappozhi. My condo-
lences to the family members of Abraham, who lost his life in the tragedy. I also wish 
for an early recovery for the injured. I once again remind the concerned authorities to 
resolve such issues that continue to put the lives of fishermen at risk, at the earliest. 
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AP govt issues notices 
to 104 pvt hosps with 
100% C-section births
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

The Andhra Pradesh government has identified 104 pri-
vate hospitals in the State that reported 100% Cesarean 
section (C-section) births in the financial year 2023-24, 
signifying that they did not follow the Robson Classifi-
cation system. In mid-May, the Health and Family Wel-
fare Department issued notices to these hospitals and 
sought them to submit an explanation for the same by 
May 27. Most hospital managements submitted their 
responses by the deadline. These responses will now be 
reviewed scientifically, and appropriate action will be 
taken. Medical authorities estimate that 25 to 50 hospi-
tals will face penalties.

The action comes after the government, in collabora-
tion with UNICEF, audited 278 primary C-section cases 
at 62 facilities and noticed that while 55% were neces-
sary, 26% were deemed unnecessary  and 19% were per-
formed without insufficient evidence. Notably, 104 net-
work hospitals empanelled with Dr YSR Aarogyasri 
reported 100% C-sections in the state.

Of  the total, highest of  nine hospitals each have been 
identified in Vizianagaram and Prakasam districts, fol-
lowed by eight hospitals in Nellore. According to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) and State officials, 
100% C-section rate is unethical. The WHO had pro-
posed the Robson Classification system as a global 
standard for assessing, monitoring and comparing Cae-
sarean section rates within healthcare facilities over 
time, and between facilities.

In 2023-24, over seven lakh deliveries were performed 
in the state -- 2,67,083 at government hospitals and 
4,48,144 at private facilities. Of  the total, government 
hospitals recorded 1,01,156 C-section deliveries, while 
private hospitals reported 2,26,810 Cesarean births.

Notices issued by the District Health and Medical Of-
ficers (DMHOs) to the private hospitals stated, “Infor-
mation and evidence have been placed before the au-
thority, charging you with violations of  the Andhra 
Pradesh Private Medical Care Establishment Act. The 
charges include non-adherence to guidelines, unethical 
practices, excessive billing, unnecessary procedures, 
and denial of  entitled cashless treatment.”

Speaking on the issue, additional director for Mater-
nal and Child Health Dr KVNS Anil Kumar said, “We 
have identified hospitals conducting 100% C-sections 
and asked DMHOs to review case sheets and provide 
remarks.” He stressed that unnecessary C-sections con-
tribute to long-term morbidity in women, leading to 
various health complications. 

He explained that the state has positioned 60 mid-
wives in high-volume hospitals to address high C-sec-
tion rates in government hospitals. In 2023-24, midwives 
conducted 7,000 normal deliveries, up from 4,300 the pre-
vious year. The government aims to ensure private hos-
pitals do not conduct unnecessary C-sections, the offi-
cial added.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE state government’s at-
tempts to introduce minimum 
mark requirement of  30% to 
pass the theory component of  
SSLC exam, as part of  efforts to 
improve the quality of  school 
education, has met with stiff  
opposition from CPM-affiliated 
teachers’ and students’ unions. 

At a conclave chaired by Gen-
eral Education Minister V 
Sivankutty in Thiruvanan-
thapuram on Tuesday to dis-
cuss exam reforms, pro-CPM 
Kerala School Teachers’ Asso-
ciation (KSTA) and SFI fiercely 
resisted the move saying it 
would be detrimental to stu-
dents from marginalised and 
underprivileged sections. The 
conclave was organised by the 
State Council for Educational 
Re s e a r c h  a n d  T r a i n i n g 
(SCERT).

Speaking at the conclave, SFI 
state president P M Arsho said 
students could not be held re-
sponsible for the drawbacks in 
the present evaluation system. 
He argued that the quality of  
school education cannot be im-
proved by stipulating minimum 
marks in the written compo-
nent of  SSLC exam. It would 
only serve to increase the 
number of  children failing in 
the exam and drive away a large 
number of  students from the 
schooling system. AISF said it 
was not opposed to reforms but 
it should be carried out in a 
timely and scientific manner. 
KSU and ABVP leaders said 
they did not attend the conclave 
as they were “not invited”. 

Interestingly, the minimum 
mark proposal was broadly wel-
comed by most of  the teachers 
unions affiliated to opposition 
parties, including Congress. 
Stung by the opposition from 
pro-Left outfits, Sivankutty re-
futed their argument that trib-
al, SC/ST and underprivileged 
children will be adversely af-
fected if  the minimum mark 
condition required for pass is 
introduced. He stressed that re-
forms in the current evaluation 

method, that were essential to 
improve the quality of  school 
e d u c a t i o n  n e e d  t o  b e 
implemented.

“No child will be kept away 
from the schooling system or 
deliberately failed in exams. 
This government is well aware 
of  the issues being faced by 
children from socially and eco-
nomically weaker sections. But 
we cannot accept concerns that 
only serve to weaken reforms,” 
he said.

The minister assured that 
suggestions of  the conclave 
would be submitted as a de-
tailed report to Chief  Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan for his 
consideration.  

Earlier, welcoming the mini-
mum mark proposal, pro-Con-
gress Kerala Pradesh School 
Teachers’ Association (KPSTA) 
suggested that it should be in-
troduced from the primary level 
itself. The teachers’ union also 
demanded that marks should be 
shown along with grades in the 
SSLC exam on the lines of  the 
higher secondary exam.

Pro-CPI teachers’ union AK-
STU said minimum mark crite-
ria could be introduced in ex-
ams to ascertain if  a student 
has achieved the desired learn-
ing outcome. However, students 
who fail to meet the minimum 
mark requirement should be 
given additional academic sup-

port and should be further eval-
uated to improve their scores.

Kerala Higher Secondary 
Teachers’ Union (KHSTU) and 
Kerala School Teachers’ Union 
(KSTU), both affiliated to the 
Indian Union Muslim League, 
demanded that all  reforms sug-
gested in evaluation should be 
clearly laid down in the revised 
curriculum framework. The 
teachers’ union also cautioned 
that implementing exam re-
forms when the textbooks of  
only classes I, III, V, VII and IX 
were revised would create con-
fusion among students.

Key recommendations 
Summing up the deliberations 
at the conclave, Samagra Shik-
sha Kerala (SSK) state project 
director Supriya A S said the 
government stood for an all-in-
clusive teaching and evaluation 
system. On the complaints 
about lapses in Continuous 
Evaluation (CE), the conclave 
recommended that training 
should be provided to teachers 
to address the issue.

A two-tier monitoring mecha-
nism should be introduced for 
CE, and the teaching-learning 
activity should be modernised. 
The results of  the continuous 
evaluation should be uploaded 
on a dedicated website to en-
sure transparency. 

The minimum mark require-
ment for SSLC exam could be 
implemented after taking stu-
dents and parents into confi-
dence. Skill evaluation should 
be made an integral part of  CE, 
the conclave suggested.

Social justice and equity 
should be ensured when evalu-
ation system is reformed. Spe-
cial attention should be given to 
tribal and marginalised sec-
tions of  children and special 
package should be evolved for 
them in  the  evaluation 
process. 

The practice of  obtaining dis-
ability certificates fraudulently 
to utilise the service of  a scribe 
for exam should be discour-
a g e d ,  t h e  c o n c l a v e 
recommended. 

Pro-Left outfits see red in LDF govt’s 
attempts to initiate exam reforms
Teachers, SFI say move detrimental to students from marginalised, underprivileged sections

Suspended DySP’s 
links with goonda 
gangs under probe
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

FOLLOWING the direction of  
the state government, State Po-
lice Chief  Shaik Darvesh Sa-
heb has suspended Alappuzha 
District Crime Branch DySP M 
G Sabu for attending a dinner 
party at the house of  gangster 
Thammanam Faizal in Puliya-
nam, Angamaly. Sabu, who is 
retiring from service on May 
31, will face a probe regarding 
his connection with gangsters 
in Ernakulam.

After a preliminary inquiry, 
Ernakulam Rural Police Chief  
Vaibhav Saxena submitted a re-
port to DIG Putta Vimaladitya 
on Monday evening. After the 
matter came to the notice of  
Chief  Minister Pinarayi Vijay-
an, a direction was issued to 
the state police chief  to sus-
pend the officer. 

Later, on Monday night the 
officer was served with a sus-
pension order. Also, a depart-
mental inquiry was launched 
against Sabu and the three oth-
er civil police officers who ac-
companied him to Faizal’s 
house on Sunday night. The 
CPOs were also suspended by 
the Alappuzha district police 
chief  on Monday.

In an order issued by the 
home department, it is stated 
that the act of  Sabu has tar-
nished the reputation of  the 
police force. “The act of  Sabu 
weakens steps initiated by the 

police to ensure a peaceful life 
for the public. Prima facie, the 
act of  Sabu is against the disci-
pline of  the force and it has af-
fected the reputation of  the po-
lice and the state government. 
Hence, he should be immedi-
ately suspended from service,” 
stated the order issued by the 
joint secretary, home depart-
ment, on Monday night.

According to police sources, 
as part of  the department in-
quiry, the officer’s connection 
with the gangster is being 
probed. “We are looking into 
Sabu’s links with gangsters. 
Sabu had worked in Ernaku-
lam Rural Police for several 
years. It seems that he estab-
lished a connection with Faizal 
and the gang while working 
there. The cases probed under 
his supervision during the ten-
ure in Ernakulam will be 
checked to unearth whether he 
aided any person with criminal 
history,” an officer said.

Meanwhile, the three civil 
police officers who accompa-
nied Sabu to Faizal’s house 
gave statements that they did 
not know the gangster. 

“Sabu had told them about 
visiting the house of  his friend 
who recently acted in a Malay-
alam movie while they were re-
turning from Tamil Nadu after 
a tour programme. However, 
they will be under suspension 
until the departmental inquiry 
is over,” an officer said.

1 First language 50 10 40 12

2 First language - II 50 10 40 12

3 Second language-English 100 20 80 24

4 Third language - Hindi 50 10 40 12

5 Physics 50 10 40 12

6 Chemistry 50 10 40 12

7 Biology 50 10 40 12

8 Social Science 100 20 80 24

9 Mathematics 100 20 80 24
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CE - Continuous Evaluation         TE - Terminal Evaluation

�Schools usually award full 
marks in CE to the candidates to 
improve the success rate

�At present, student needs just 
10 out of 80 marks and 5 out of 
40 marks in TE for pass

�General education department 
wants to introduce minimum 
mark requirement of 30% in TE 

�As per new norm, student will 
have to score 24 out of 80 marks 
and 12 out of 40 marks in TE

�80% marks are awarded 
for Terminal Exam (TE) & 
20% marks for Continuous 
Evaluation (CE)

�In papers of 100 marks and 50 
marks, CE is assigned 20 marks and 
10 marks respectively

  SSLC         
  EVALUATION      
  REFORM

23-year-old woman dies  
of jaundice in Kozhikode
Kozhikode: A woman, Meghna, 23, died 
of jaundice while undergoing treatment 
at Kuttiyadi Taluk Hospital.Meghna, a 
resident of Theekuni, had been battling 
jaundice for the past three weeks. 
Despite receiving medical care, her 
condition deteriorated. She was working 
with Kuttiyadi Government Hospital as 
an anaesthesia technician. 

EXPRESS READ

Thangal calls 
for unity of  
Samastha 
and IUML
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

IUML president Panakkad Syed 
Sadiq Ali Shihab Thangal called 
for the unity of  Samastha Kera-
la Jem-Iyyathul Ulama (Sa-
mastha) and the IUML at the 
meeting of  the state leaders of  
the Qazi Foundation in Malap-
puram on Tuesday. While inau-
gurating the meeting, he said 
attempts to sow discord between 
Samastha and the IUML would 
be futile. “Both entities share 
the same essence and lineage. It 
is paramount that we remain 
steadfast on this path, as our 
unity therein ensures our 
strength,” he said.

He further expressed gratifi-
cation at the unwavering com-
mitment of  both the IUML and 
Samastha leaderships towards 
fo s t e r i n g  a  h a r m o n i o u s 
relationship. 

“The solidarity displayed be-
tween IUML and Samastha dur-
ing the Sneha Sangamam event 
in Kozhikode is a testament to 
our shared values. The IUML 
draws strength from Samastha, 
and vice versa, fostering a syn-
ergy deeply rooted in our tradi-
tion. It is our duty to safeguard 
this friendship. This unity 
should also be maintained in 
the mahals which is pivotal for 
the seamless operation of  
mosques and madrasas,” he 
said. The gathering also saw the 
presence of  other esteemed 
members of  the Thangal 
family, 


