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From this academic year,
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Madras
will be o�ering arti�cial in-
telligence (AI) and three-di-
mensional technologies to
three schools in the dis-
trict. Indira Gandhi Memo-
rial Tribal School, the Buds
School, and Peevees Public
School at Nilambur will be
the bene�ciaries of IIT
technologies.

The Bridgeway Group,
which is celebrating its gol-
den jubilee, has made it
possible for the schools in
the tribal belt. It is the �rst
time that IIT Madras is di-
rectly reaching out to a
school campus in the
State, said Bridgeway
Group chief executive o�c-
er Jabir Abdul Wahab.

“We wanted to make
some lasting contributions
to the new generation as
we are celebrating our gol-
den jubilee. That’s what
led us to go for a collabora-
tion with IIT Madras. They
will be setting up device
engineer laboratories in
the schools,” said Mr. Wa-

hab, adding that the collab-
oration would expose stu-
dents to higher level
technologies.

The programme will be
for the students of classes 8
and 9. The �ve-year pro-
gramme is expected to
help them rise to the junior
engineer level. Mr. Wahab
said the programme would
focus on the practical skills
of the students and impart
them knowledge about 3-D
printing and AI.

He said the programme
would not be a mere eye-
wash. “We are determined
to equip children with the
know-how needed to enter
an IIT campus by the time

they complete their higher
secondary education,” said
Mr. Wahab.

He added that emphasis
would be given to the tribal
school, especially in view
of the fact that there were
several dropouts from the
school. “We hope the new
programme will help re-
duce the rate of the tribal
student dropout,” he said.

The programme is being
implemented through the
Jan Sikshan Sansthan ( JSS).
A memorandum of under-
standing was signed bet-
ween IIT Madras and Brid-
geway Group. The
programme will begin this
academic year.

IIT Madras o�ers AI, 
3-D technologies to three
schools in Malappuram 
The Hindu Bureau
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O�icials of IIT Madras, Bridgeway Group, and Jan Sikshan Sansthan

at the signing of the agreement. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

The Kerala Private College
Teachers Association
(KPCTA) has raised strong
objection to the exclusion
of Senate and academic
council members from a
function attended by Mi-
nister R. Bindu at Kannur
University on May 31.

The event focused on
addressing academic com-
munities and university of-
�cials on the implementa-
tion of the new four-year
degree course. KPCTA
State general secretary Dr.
Premachandran Keezhoth

demanded clari�cation on
whether the Minister’s of-
�ce was aware of the ex-
clusion. 

KPCTA Kannur regional
committee took strong ob-
jection to the exclusion of
Senate and academic
council members from the
meeting, terming it as dis-
respectful. Dr. Keezhoth
stressed the importance of
approval from the Senate
and the academic council
before the implementa-
tion of new degree cours-
es, noting that the Senate
was the highest policy-
making authority in the
varsity.

Exclusion of academic
bodies from Minister’s
event sparks protest 
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The Kasaragod Additional
District Sessions Court
has given P.A. Saleem,
who was accused of kid-
napping and sexually as-
saulting a 10-year-old girl
at Kanhangad, in police
custody for �ve days for
further probe.

Saleem, who had pre-
viously been remanded,
will be taken to a jewellery
outlet at Koothuparamba
on Thursday where the
girl’s earring was sold, as
part of evidence collec-
tion. The decision of the
court aligns with the in-
vestigating team’s re-
quest, emphasising the
need for continued custo-
dy to prevent the accused
from committing more
crimes.

Accused in
child assault
case remanded
in police
custody 
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A meeting of senior o�-
cials of various depart-
ments, chaired by Waya-
nad District Collector Renu
Raj, on Wednesday decid-
ed to hold a joint meeting
with the district adminis-
tration of the neighbouring
Coorg district in Karnataka
to ensure the welfare of mi-

grant workers from the
district.

“Hundreds of workers
from the district, especial-
ly tribal workers, have
been working in co�ee and
ginger plantations in adja-
cent districts in Karnataka.
Still, the welfare and secur-
ity of the workers are yet to
be ensured. Hence, a joint
meeting is the need of the
hour,” Ms. Raj said.

Meet to address concerns
of migrant workers 
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A security guard sustained
a broken leg after he was
allegedly assaulted by a
motorist following a dis-
pute over parking in front
of a hospital here on Tues-
day evening.

Naufal, 32, a resident of
Kadavathur Mundhoth,
was charged under a non-
bailable section by the Tha-
lassery police.

Pradeep Kumar, 47, a se-
curity guard at the hospi-
tal, alleged that the young
man, infuriated by his re-
quest to move the car, as-
saulted him. Despite peo-
ple rushing to the scene,
Naufal allegedly continued
the assault, kicking Pra-
deep Kumar and breaking
his leg.

The security guard, now
undergoing treatment at
the hospital, said the at-
tack was unprovoked.

Security guard allegedly
assaulted in Thalassery 
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