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MSF secy protests at meet 
chaired by edu min, arrested
T’Puram: MSF state secretary Noufal 
Kulappada, who staged a protest at the 
meeting chaired by Education Minister V 
Sivankutty, was arrested by the police 
on Saturday. The minister had convened 
a meeting of youth organisations to 
discuss the arrangements for school 
reopening. Noufal waved a t-shirt at the 
minister, alleging a shortage of Plus-I 
seats in northern districts. The t-shirt 
bore the writings ‘45,530 seats are 
Malabar’s right’ and ‘Malabar is in 
Kerala’. As the minister criticised his act, 
members of organisations owing 
allegiance to the LDF forcefully took 
Noufal out of the hall. 

HC to rule on Jisha murder case death sentence appeal tomorrow
Kochi: The High Court will pronounce the judgment on an appeal filed by Muhammed Ameer-

Ul-Islam, who was sentenced to death for raping and murdering LLB student Jisha in 
Perumbavoor, challenging the conviction on Monday. The court will also decide whether to 

confirm the death sentence or impose another lawful sentence on him. According to the 
convict, the sessions court arrived at a conviction and awarded the sentence by taking into 
consideration society’s demand for stringent punishment rather than relying on evidence. 
Hence it was illegal, the appeal stated. The prosecution submitted that the brutal crime 

shocked the conscience of the judiciary and society. 

MP denies role in withdrawal  
of 2013 Secretariat siege

T’ Puram: A day after a slugfest on solar protest 
relating to the Secretariat siege in 2013 being 

called off abruptly hogged headlines, RSP 
leader N K Premachandran, who was then in the 

LDF camp, claimed that he had not held any 
intermediary role. Talking to reporters at RSP 

state headquarters in Thiruvananthapuram, 
Premachandran rubbished senior journalist 

John Mundakkayam’s revelations. Defending 
the efforts of the CPM leadership to stop the 

Secretariat siege, Premachandran maintained 
that it was quite natural of them to end the 

protest. He further said that this was the first 
time someone came forward claiming that 

there was some sort of a give and take on the 
siege. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Deve Gowda: Action on Prajwal is ok, 
but case against Revanna fabricated
Former prime minister says that his detractors are trying to tarnish the image of his family

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

BREAKING his silence on the 
sexual abuse charges against 
his grandson and Hassan MP 
Prajwal Revanna, JDS supre-
mo and former PM H D Deve 
Gowda on Saturday clarified 
that he has no objection to the 
legal action initiated against 
Prajwal. However, he alleged 
that the ruling Congress has 
“created” a case against his 
son and MLA H D Revanna.

The JDS supremo made his 
last public appearance on April 
26 when he cast his vote at 
Paduvalahippe village in Has-
san district along with his wife 
Channamma and family mem-
bers. He did not step out of  his 
Padmanabha Nagar house in 

Bengaluru after the 
scandal came to light. 
He did not even cam-
paign in the third 
phase of  Lok Sabha 
elections in Karnata-
ka. On Saturday, he 
turned 92 and visited 
Sri Tirumalagiri Venk-
a t a r a m a n a sw a m y 
Temple at JP Nagar as he does 
on his birthday every year and 
chose to speak to the media on 
the occasion.

“We have no objection to the 

action being taken 
against Prajwal. But 
people of  the state 
have realised how a 
case has been created 
against Revanna,” he 
said.

He said he will not 
comment on it as his 
son and former CM 

HD Kumaraswamy has spoken 
elaborately on behalf  of  his 
(Gowda’s) family. “I will not 
take the names of  those in-
volved, but action should be 

taken against all of  them, in-
cluding Prajwal, as per law. It 
is the government’s responsi-
bility,” he said.

Replying to a query, Gowda 
said “it’s true” that his detrac-
tors are trying to tarnish the 
image of  his family. On BJP 
leader and lawyer Devaraje 
Gowda’s allegation that Depu-
ty CM DK Shivakumar is be-
hind the “conspiracy”, the 
former PM clarified that Ku-
maraswamy has spoken about 
all matters related to it. “As 
JDS state chief, Kumaraswamy 
has been handling various is-
sues related to the party. He has 
even clarified that action 
should be taken against all 
those, including Prajwal, in-
volved in the circulation of  ob-
scene pen drives,” he said.

First Indian civilian astronaut all set to launch into space today
P U R A N  C H O U D H A R Y  @Bengaluru

CAPTAIN Gopichand Tho-
takura, the second Indian who 
will travel to space after then 
Sqn Ldr Rakesh Sharma in 
April 1984, is set to make his-
tory on Sunday with the Blue 
Origin’s NS-25 mission, as the 
company announces dates. He 
will be India’s first civilian as-
tronaut to go into space, and 
will be wearing a badge bear-
ing the Indian flag as he takes 
flight on Sunday.

Along with six other crew 
members, the seventh human 

flight of  the New Shepard, 
Thotakura will go beyond the 
Karman Line — the boundary 
that separates Earth’s atmos-
phere and outer space and re-
turn to the planet. This mis-
sion not only signifies an 
Indian’s re-entry into the space 
race, but will also make histo-
ry with its crew of  distin-
guished astronauts.

Thotakura’s flight will be 
the first Indian astronaut’s for-
ay into space exploration in 
four decades, following Wing 
Commander Rakesh Sharma’s 
iconic journey aboard Soyuz 

T-11 in April 1984.  The mission 
will be telecast live from 7 pm 
onwards on Blue Origin’s 
website.

One of  the expedition’s high-
lights will be the astronauts 
sending postcards to space on 
behalf  of  the Club for the Fu-

ture, a programme designed to 
encourage and support the 
next generation of  STEAM 
(science, technology, engineer-
ing, arts, and mathematics) 
professionals. 

The astronaut from Vijaya-
wada, Andhra Pradesh, said, 

“I am honoured to represent 
India on this voyage. India is 
making a mark in space explo-
ration worldwide. This voyage 
is a symbol of  the spirit of  hu-
man endeavour and ingenuity 
on a global scale. I hope this ex-
ploration inspires future gen-
erations of  STEAM profession-
als as we push the boundaries
o f  s p a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n 
together.”

Founded by billionaire Jeff  
Bezos in 2000, this will be Blue 
Origin’s 25th flight, and has al-
ready launched 31 people to 
the Karman line.

Pinarayi returns to state  
after 11-day foreign trip
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

CHIEF Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, accompanied by his fam-
ily, has returned to the state af-
ter an 11-day private foreign 
trip. They landed at Thiru-
vananthapuram airport at 3 am 
on Saturday. Pinarayi was ac-
companied by his wife Kamalam 
and grandson, while his son-in-
law and Minister P A Mohamed 
Riyas and wife Veena T are ex-
pected to return later. 

The CM and his family em-
barked on a private tour to In-
donesia, UAE, and Singapore 
on May 6. 

The details of  his foreign trip 
were kept confidential, with 
cabinet ministers informed at 
the last moment after securing 
approval from the Central gov-
ernment. In his final online 
cabinet meeting before depart-
ing, the CM informed ministers 
of  his return date to be May 18 
or 19. 

YEARS OF RESILIENCE
S Vimala, 57, has been residing in a makeshift shelter at the Pottanchira tribal settlement near Vithura in Thiruvananthapuram 

for 25 years. She sustains herself by crafting and vending handmade bamboo items. The settlement, comprising 34 shanties, 
lacks adequate housing and electricity. The second Pinarayi government allocated land ranging from 4 to 15 cents for these 

existing shanties, where residents grapple with the persistent threat of wild animal incursions |  VINCENT PULICKAL

This voyage is a symbol of the spirit of 
human endeavour and ingenuity on a 
global scale. I hope this exploration inspires 
future generations of STEAM professionals 

as we push the boundaries of space exploration 
together — Gopichand Thotakura, astronaut

Arrest warrant against MP
Bengaluru: An arrest warrant against absconding Hassan MP Prajwal 

Revanna was issued on Saturday in connection with the alleged 
sexual abuse cases registered against him. The warrant was issued 

by the special magistrate court on an application by SIT, which is 
probing the cases.

SIT launches probe into post-poll violence in AP
The Special Investigation Team (SIT) constituted by director general of police Harish 
Kumar Gupta as per the directions of the Election Commission of India (ECI) to probe 
the violence on the day of polling and the aftermath in Andhra Pradesh launched its 
investigation on Saturday


