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used as bribes for con-
tracts, shielding people
from central probe agen-
cies, manipulating poli-
cies, and influencing drug
regulators. He said the
Supreme Court will soon
commence hearing on
a petition filed before it
seeking a probe by a Spe-
cial Investigation Team
(SIT) into alleged quid
pro quo arrangements
between corporates and
political parties.

“The electoral bonds
were used (by companies)
as bribes to get contracts,
to protect themselves
from the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and the
CBI and to save them-
selves from drug regula-
tors,” Bhushan said. Out
of the Rs 16,500-crore
electoral bonds, half went
to the BJP and the rest to
parties like the TMC and
the Congress. However,
those who were not ruling
did not get any money, he
said.

“l see that Rs 5,000-
crore worth of electoral
bonds were issued, result-
ing in the sanctioning of
contracts worth Rs 5 lakh-

crore. Additionally, bonds
worth Rs 2,500 crore were
provided by companies
that were subjected to
raids by the CBI, ED, or
the Income Tax depart-
ment. Curiously, investi-
gations into these com-
panies abruptly ceased
following the issuance of
the bonds,” he alleged.
Bhushan also alleged
that “either this money
(through electoral bonds)
was taken as ‘vasooli’
(recovery or protection
money) or ‘haftas’ (sub-
scription) similar to the
manner taken by goons.”

CHANDIGARH: With oppo-
sition parties claiming
that the BJP government
in Haryana has lost
majority, the ruling party
on Sunday dared them to
parade their MLAs if they
have the numbers. For-
mer chief minister M L
Khattar also indicated the
BJP government was not
averse to a floor test and
that six Jannayak Janta
Party (JJP) MLAs are with

Senior lawyer Prashant Bhushan and SC in background. (File Phota)

Former chief minister Khattar
dares Oppn to parade its MLAS

e Cong is not sure of
all their MLAs onboard.

»JJP said it was ready
to help the Congress

it. After the withdrawal
of support by three Inde-
pendent MLAs to the
BJP government in Hary-
ana, the Congress has

demanded the dismissal
of the BJP government in
the state and fresh assem-
bly elections under the
President’s rule. The JJP,
which parted ways with
the BJP in March, has said
it was ready to help the
Congress bring down the
government. Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini said
his government had in
March secured a vote of
confidence.

Odisha is “much ahead” of
Gujarat in various param-
eters, in a rebuttal to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s promise that the
BJP would make the east-
ern state “number one”
in the country if voted to
power after the assembly
polls. Pandian, a bureau-
crat-turned-politician,
shared statistics, com-
paring various indices of
Gujarat and Odisha, with
a comment, “Look who
wants to make Odisha
number one.” “It is ironic
that even after two-and-
half decades of BJP rule
in Gujarat, the situation
as compared to Odisha
is quite dismal. In terms
of malnutrition (children
under 5 years who are
underweight), the rate
is 30 per cent in Odisha
whereas it is 40 per cent

in Gujarat,” he said in a
statement.
Quoting NHFS-5

(National Health Family
Survey) data, Pandian said
the prevalence of anaemia
among women was 65 per
cent in Odisha, while it
was 69 per cent in Gujarat,
whereas 64 per cent of

have bank accounts, com-
pared to only 70 per cent
in Gujarat, he said, add-
ing that over 50 per cent
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@ QOdisha fared better
than Gujarat in
immunisation.

@Malnutrition rate is
30% in Odisha and 40%
in Gujarat.

of women in the eastern
state have mobile phones
whereas only 48.8 per
cent of women in Gujarat
have the device.

Pandian said that per
capita debt in Gujarat was
Rs 60,000, almost thrice
than that of Odishad€™s
Rs 22,000. As per RBI
handbook, primary enrol-
ment ratio in schools was
almost 98 per cent in
Odisha, compared to just
90 per cent in Gujarat, he
said. The BJD leader said
Gujarat lagged behind
Odisha despite Modi head-
ing the western state for
three terms before becom-
ing the prime minister.

SC to hear Kejriwal’s
plea against
summons today
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SC is to hear the mat-
ter in which Kejriwal
has admitted that he
“committed a mis-
take” by retweeting
the alleged defama-
tory video.

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court is scheduled to hear
on Monday a plea of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
challenging a Delhi High
Court order upholding
the summons issued to
him in a criminal defama-
tion case for retweeting
an allegedly defamatory
video circulated by You-

Tuber Dhruv Rathee in
May 2018.

A bench of Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipan-
kar Datta is likely to hear
the matter in which Kejri-
wal has admitted that he
“committed a mistake”
by retweeting the alleged
defamatory video.

On March 11, the top
court asked Kejriwal
whether he wanted to give
an apology to the com-
plainant in the matter.
Kejriwal on February 26
told the apex court that
he made a mistake by
retweeting an allegedly
defamatory video circu-
lated by YouTuber Rathee
related to the BJP IT Cell.

YouTuber
‘Savukku’
Shankar
detained

CHENNAI: Noted YouTu-
ber ‘Savukku’ Shankar,
currently lodged in the
Coimbatore Central prison,
was on Sunday detained
under the Goondas Act.
Based on the orders of
Commissioner of Police,
Greater Chennai, Sandeep
Rai Rathore, the detention
order under the Goondas
Act was served on Shankar
by a cyber crime (Chen-
nai) police inspector on
May 12, Chennai city police
said. There are seven cases
pending against Shankar
in Chennai police’s central
crime branch/cyber crime
out of which three are
under investigation, charge
sheets have been filed.

Press Trust Of India

As per the direc-
tives of the Railway
Board. an intensive
inspection cam-
paign is being con-
ducted from May 08
to May 14. 2024.

BILASPUR: With the
objective of providing
quality food and beverage
facilities to passengers
in trains, pantry car pro-
visions have been made
in Mail/Express trains by
the railway administra-
tion. Along with safety in

| PASSENGER SAFETY |

SECR conducts quality
check of pantry cars

The team checking pantry car food items.
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#These teams

are conducting
thorough inspections
of all major trains.

the pantry car, provisions
have also been made for
safe storage of food items
and the provision of var-
ious standard equipment
for its better manage-
ment. Special inspection
campaigns are also con-

ducted from time to time
for regular inspection
of the status and main-
tenance of equipment
available in the pantry
car. In this context, as
per the directives of the
Railway Board, an inten-
sive inspection campaign
is being conducted from
May O8 to May 14, 2024,
for all pantry car-based
trains running through
the zone. Under this cam-
paign, a team of inspec-
tors and supervisors of
the Commercial Depart-
ment, led by Sr DCM
Anurag Kumar Singh has
been constituted.

adapted into the 2018 film
“Raazi” starring Alia Bhatt,
delves into the depths of
human emotion and resil-
ience in his new novel
“Gobind”. Set against the
backdrop of Bihar’s pov-
erty and the valorous spirit
of the Indian Navy, Sikka
weaves a narrative that res-
onates with themes of love,
loyalty and redemption.
For the author, the book
is “more than just a tale
to me; it’s a very personal
literary voyage that weaves
together themes of love,
selflessness, and unwav-
ering determination”.
“Gobind” introduces read-
ers to its titular character,
a man born into the harsh
realities of an impover-
ished Sikh family in Bihar.
Content with his lot in life,
Gobind’s perspective takes
a profound turn when his
father’s words ignite a fire
within him, propelling him
to aspire for a life beyond
the constraints of poverty.

GWALIOR

Couple abandons

3 minor kids at

raileay station

A couple has allegedly
abandoned their three
minor children, including
a nearly two months old
boy, at the Gwalior railway
station in Madhya Pradesh,
police said on Sunday. The
two girls, aged 6 and 7, and
the boy, who had burn
injuries, were found aban-
doned near the booking
counter on Friday night,
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) police station in-
charge Sanjay Arya told
PTI. The boy was imme-
diately admitted to the
government-run Kamla
Raja hospital while the two
girls were sent to a shelter
home with the help of the
women and child develop-
ment department, he said.
The official said the girls
told the police that they
travelled in different trains
with their parents who left
after abandoning them
while they were sleeping.
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AMDANGA Claiming that
PM Narendra Modi was
continuing to “peddle lies”
about Sandeshkhali, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mam-
ata Banerjee on Sunday
questioned why he was
maintaining a stoic silence
on the allegations of moles-
tation against Governor CV
Ananda Bose and not ask-
ing him to resign.
Addressing an election
rally in North 24 Parganas’
Amdanga, which is a part of
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the Barrackpore Lok Sabha
constituency, she said the
PM should be ashamed
that the “BJP’s conspiracy”
about Sandeshkhali has
become public. “The PM
is still peddling lies about
Sandeshkhali. He should be
ashamed as the BJP’s con-
spiracy has now become
public,” Banerjee said,
apparently referring to a
purported video in which a
local BJP leader was heard
saying that over 70 women
had received Rs 2,000 each
for taking part in protests

ndeshkhali’

against TMC strongman
Shahjahan Sheikh who is
accused of sexual assault
and land grab.

In an earlier clip, a
man resembling BJP’s
Sandeshkhali mandal pres-
ident Gangadhar Kayal
was heard saying that the
“staged” protests were
done at the behest of
Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari who
was behind the “whole
conspiracy”. The PM, who
also campaigned in Bar-
rackpore town - around
20 km away, alleged that
TMC goons were threaten-
ing the tormented women
of Sandeshkhali to protect
the culprits.

“All of us have seen
what the TMC has done
with the sisters and moth-
ers of  Sandeshkhali.
The TMC goons are now
threatening the women
in Sandeshkhali as the
name of the main culprit is
Shajahan Sheikh.
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