
06 KOCHI TUESDAY  30�04�2024

Anil K Antony @anilkantony
At the ‘Vishesh Sampark’ national committee meeting chaired by Shiv Prakash ji at 
@BJP4India central party headquarters yesterday. #AnilKAntony4Pathanamthitta 
#ModiyudeGuarantee #LokSabhaElections2024

TWEET
OF THE 

DAY

Probe on into death of man 
confronted by local people
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

PERINTHALMANNA police 
have launched an investigation 
into the death of  a 30-year-old 
man who died after a confronta-
tion with the local people in Ka-
ringalathani. The deceased is 
Nizamuddin, of  Pilakkadan 
house, Ibrahimpadi, Perinthal-
manna, an accused in several 
criminal cases.

According to local people, the 
incident leading to Nizamud-
din’s death occurred on Sunday. 
He attempted to kill his neigh-
bour Saithalavi, 47, using a 
sword-like weapon while he 
was at Karingalathani.

Meanwhile, the residents 

present there prevented the at-
tack. They also shifted Saitha-
lavi, who sustained multiple 
injuries, to a private hospital in 
the area. After the confronta-
tion, Nizamuddin died.

“Nizamuddin fell on the 
ground when we were prevent-
ing him from attacking Saitha-
lavi. His head collided with the 
ground. He was later shifted to 
a hospital by the police. The in-
jury sustained on the head from 
the fall might have caused the 
death,” a resident told report-
ers. Another resident said Ni-
zamuddin was a distributor of  
drugs in the area. Perinthal-
manna Rajeev N Ssaid a de-
tailed investigation will be con-
ducted into the incident. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Kochi

ARUN alias Arun Keloth, the 
fourth accused in the death of  
J S Siddharthan, a student of
College of  Veterinary and Ani-
mal Sciences in Pookode, Waya-
nad, moved the Kerala High 
Court seeking bail.

In his plea, Arun, a final-year 
student and chairman of  the 
college union, said since he was 
a prominent figure among stu-
d e n t s ,  h e  w a s  f a l s e l y 
implicated. 

Terming the prosecution’s
charges against him false, Arun 
submitted that he had not done 
anything to lead Siddharthan 
to end his life. He said he was 
busy making arrangements for 
the college’s sports meet held 
on February 16 and 17. 

He said also took part in a 
meet-up with Chief  Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan on February 
18 and was busy preparing the 
file to be submitted at the 
event.

In his plea, Arun said he is a 
bright student having a good 
record of  academic excellence 
and is also a prominent figure 
in arts and cultural activities, 
and that his incarceration will 
jeopardise his future.

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
Women taking cover from the scorching sun at Bonacadu in Thiruvananthapuram. With heat wave conditions prevailing in many 

parts of the state, people have been warned not to stay under the sun for long |  B P DEEPU

JDS decides to suspend sex scandal  
accused MP Prajwal from party
Embarassed by the scandal, JDS legislators demand that Prajwal be expelled from party

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Shivamogga/Bengaluru

JANATA Dal (Secular) has de-
cided to suspend its Hassan MP 
Prajwal Revanna, from the par-
ty. A Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) is probing allegations of  
his sexual abuse of  several 
women, explicit videos of  
which have been making the 
rounds for the past few days. 
Prajwal, a JDS candidate from 
Hassan Lok Sabha constituen-
cy, and his father H D Revanna, 
a former minister have been 
named in the FIR.

Speaking to media persons in 
Shivamogga, former CM and 
JDS leader H D Kumaraswamy 
said a decision to suspend Pra-
jwal was already made and it 
will be recommended at the 
party core committee meeting 

in Hubballi on Tuesday. The 
former CM said since Prajwal 
is a Member of  Parliament, it 
has to be done from Delhi and 
he had requested JDS National 
President H D Deve Gowda. 
“Neither he (Gowda) nor I were 
aware of  this issue,” the former 
CM said.

Kumaraswamy clarified that 
it was an individual issue and 
not a family issue. “Their 
(Revanna’s) family is separate 
and our (his family and PM 
Deve Gowda’s) family is sepa-
rate. If  he (Prajwal) is guilty, he 
has to be punished,” the former 
CM said.

The JDS leader said the state 
government had already con-
stituted an SIT to probe into the 
case, but hinted at some foul 
play surrounding the videos by 
stressing on the point that the 
videos on pen drives came out 
just three days before the 
elections.

Earlier on Monday in Ben-
galuru, the JDS leader said the 
development had caused em-
barrassment not just to him, 
but to the entire society. “Do 
not drag the entire Deve Gowda 
family into it. We do not live un-
der the same roof,” he said.

Meanwhile, JDS legislators 

are demanding action against 
the accused MP. JDS MLA from 
Mulbagal, Samruddi Manju-
nath, demanded Prajwal’s ex-
pulsion. “After the incident was 
aired over news channels, JDS 
workers were embarrassed to 
face questions from the media. 
As a JDS MLA, I am feeling so 
embarrassed, one can imagine 
the party worker’s condition,” 
he said in a series of  tweets.

He said JDS supremo Deve 
Gowda and Kumaraswamy 
have to take suitable action 
now. He asked party leaders 
what is important for them — 
the political future of  19 JDS 
MLAs, or their family mem-
bers, including H D Revanna 
and his son Prajwal Revanna? 
“It is high time, party leaders 
expelled him from the party,” 
he said. 

Since Prajwal is a Member of Parliament, it has to be done from Delhi 
and he had requested JDS National President H D Deve Gowda. 
Neither he (Gowda) nor I were aware of this issue. If he (Prajwal) is 
guilty, he has to be punished – H D Kumaraswamy, JDS leader

E X P R E S S  R E A D

48 huts belonging to Dalits  
destroyed in fire in Tamil Nadu
Coimbatore: As many as 48 huts belonging to SC 
community people were destroyed in a fire  at Thiruma 
Nagar at Senniveeranpalayam in Chikkarampalayam in 
Karamadai on Monday. No casualties or injuries were 
reported, though property worth lakhs were lost. 
Karamadai police and fire safety personnel from 
Mettupalayam doused the blaze in a two-hour long 
operation.. The cause of the fire is being investigated. 
Police suspect that the fire started from a nearby forest 
area. The fire destroyed around 30 houses. 

Mercury in Ooty hits new high of 73 years
S  S E N T H I L  K U M A R  @Nilgiris

ONLY last December did the 
temperature in Ooty, a popular 
tourist destination in the state, 
drop to 0°C, leaving locals 
cooped up indoors, and now, on 
Sunday, less than six months 
later, the region recorded 29°C, 
the highest temperature in the 
last 73 years, according to S 
Balachandran from the Region-
al Meteorological Centre, Chen-
nai. The region recorded 29°C 
for the second consecutive day 
on Monday, however, the situa-
tion has not deterred the inflow 
of  tourists, as it only seems to 
be increasing. 

“This temperature rise is not 
limited to Ooty, or even Tamil 
Nadu. Such an increase is being 
witnessed across the country,” 
Balachandran told TNIE.

Balachandran said the tem-
perature hike occurred right as 
the El Nino phase is coming to 
a close. He said they couldn’t 
say if  such temperatures will 
prevail next year too, stating 
that it is too early to predict. 
“The overall rise in tempera-
ture across Tamil Nadu clearly 
signals the importance of  plant-
ing more trees and preventing 
deforestation,” he said.

Most affected by the tempera-
ture hike in Ooty are the planta-
tion workers and agricultural 
labourers. V Sivadas from the 
Nilgiris Environment Social 
Trust, also an Ooty resident, 
said these days umbrellas are a 
common sight in the region, 
used by tourists and locals alike 
to escape the scorching heat. 
“Since tender coconut water is 
quite costly in Ooty and neigh-

bouring areas, we have been ad-
vising people to drink barley, 
sabja (basil seeds) or thulasi 
water instead, along with eat-
ing pear fruits,” he said.

‘Poovulagu’ Sundarrajan, 
founder of  Poovulagin Nanbar-
gal and a governing council 
member of  the TN Climate 
Change Mission, told TNIE that 
it is time Ooty residents begin 
adapting to the new weather 
conditions by following the in-
structions issued by the health 
department carefully, in order 
to prevent sickness and death.

“We appeal to the state and 
Union government to examine 
human deaths in the summer 
months and declare the number 
of  heat stroke deaths by exam-
ining autopsy reports, since 
cardiac arrest is also associated 
with a heat stroke,” he said.
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