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THREE 
Astronauts will be sent by China to Tiangong space 
station, part of plan to put people on moon by 2030

 LR:  Light Rain  WI: Windy  HR:  Heavy Rain   SN: Snow 
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 28 15 SNY
Colombo 33 27 SNY
Dhaka 39 28 SNY
Dubai 31 26 SNY
Houston 28 23 LC
Istanbul 23 14 LC
London 12 5 LR

Los Angeles 19 13 LC
Melbourne 15 9 SNY
Moscow 19 11 LR
New York 14 5 SNY
Singapore 32 27 SNY
Toronto 8 3 SNY
Washington 11 10 LR

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT Joe Biden signed 
into law on Wednesday a $95 
billion war aid measure that in-
cludes aid for Ukraine, Israel 
and Taiwan.

The announcement marks an 
end to long, painful battle with 
Republicans in Congress over 
urgently needed assistance for 
Ukraine.

“We rose to the moment. we 
came together. and we got it 
done,” Biden said at White 
House event to announce the 
signing. “Now we need to move 
fast, and we are.” But signifi-
cant damage has been done to 
the Biden administration’s ef-
fort to help Ukraine repel Rus-

sia’s brutal invasion during the 
funding impasse that dates 
back to August, when the Dem-
ocratic president made his first 
emergency spending request 
for Ukraine aid. Even with a 
burst of  new weapons and am-
munition, it is unlikely Ukraine 
will immediately recover after 
months of  setbacks.

Biden said the transfer of  an 
initial aid package of  military 
assistance will begin in a mat-
ter of  hours the first tranche 
from about $61 billion allocated 
for Ukraine, according to US 
officials.

It is expected to include air 
defence capabilities, artillery 
rounds, armoured vehicles and 
other weapons to shore up 

Ukrainian forces who have 
seen morale sink as Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has
racked up win after win.

But longer term, it remains 
uncertain if  Ukraine after 
months of  losses in Eastern 
Ukraine and sustaining mas-
sive damage to its infrastruc-
ture  can make enough progress 
to sustain American political 
support before burning through 
the latest influx of  money.

“It’s not going in the Ukrain-
ians’ favour in the Donbas, cer-
tainly not elsewhere in the 
country,” said White House na-
tional security spokesman 
John Kirby, referring to the 
eastern industrial heartland 
where Ukraine has suffered set-

backs. “Mr. Putin thinks he can 
play for time. So we’ve got to try 
to make up some of  that time.” 
Russia now appears focused on 
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second larg-
est city. Russian forces have ex-
ploited air defense shortages in 
the city, pummelling the re-
gion’s energy infrastructure, 
and looking to shape conditions 
for a potential summer offen-
sive to seize the city.

House Speaker Mike John-
son delayed a vote on the sup-
plemental aid package for 
months as members of  his par-
ty’s far right wing threatened 
to move to oust him if  he al-
lowed a vote to send more as-
sistance to Ukraine.  AP

Senate OKs aid, Ukraine to get US weapons in hours
President Biden signs legislation that earmarks $61 billion of the $95 billion war assistance for Kyiv; Israel, Taiwan too part of the basket

A file photo of 155 mm M795 artillery projectiles stacked in Scranton. The Pentagon 
could get weapons moving to Ukraine within days as it  has a network of storage 
sites in the US and Europe |  AP MOSCOW

A top Russian military official 
arrested on suspicion of  ac-
cepting a bribe was sent to pre-
trial detention on Wednesday 
after appearing before a court 
in central Moscow, court offi-
cials said in a statement.

Timur Ivanov, 48, one of  Rus-
sia’s 12 deputy defence minis-
ters, was arrested Tuesday 
evening, Russia’s Investigative 
Committee said in a statement. 
It gave no further information, 
apart from specifying that 
Ivanov is suspected of  taking 
an especially large bribe a 
criminal offense punishable by 
up to 15 years in prison.

According to a statement 
from the court, investigators 
told Moscow’s Basmany court 
on Wednesday that Ivanov had 
conspired with third parties to 
receive a bribe in the form of  
unspecified property services 
‘during contracting and sub-
contracting work for the needs 
of  the Ministry of  Defence’.

An acquaintance of  Ivanov’s, 
identified as Sergei Borodin, 
was also arrested and ordered 
into pre-trial detention on the 
same charges, court officials 
said in a separate statement. 
Both men are to remain in cus-
tody until at least June 23.

According to the defence 
ministry’s website, Ivanov was 
appointed to the post in 2016 by 
a presidential decree. He over-
saw property management, 
housing and medical support 
for the military, construction 
and reconstruction of  facili-
ties. Russia’s state news agency 
RIA Novosti quoted Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov as 
saying that both President 
Vladimir Putin and Defence 
Minister Sergei Shoigu were 
informed about Ivanov’s arrest, 
which comes as Moscow’s war 
in Ukraine continues into its 
third year.  AP

Russian deputy 
def minister 
arrested for  
taking bribe

Timur Ivanov |  AP

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT Joe Biden on 
Wednesday signed a bill into 
law that would force TikTok’s 
China-based parent company 
to sell the social media plat-
form under the threat of  a ban, 
a contentious move by US law-
makers that’s expected to face 
legal challenges and disrupt 
the lives of  content creators 
who rely on the short-form vid-
eo app for income. 

The TikTok legislation was 
included as part of  a larger $95 
billion package that provides 
foreign aid to Ukraine and Is-
rael and was passed in the Sen-
ate 79-18. 

A decision made by House 
Republicans last week to attach 
the TikTok bill to the high- 
priority package helped expe-
dite its passage in Congress 
and came after negotiations 
with the Senate, where an ear-
lier version of  the bill had 
stalled. 

The revised legislation ex-
tends the deadline, giving By-
teDance nine months to sell 
TikTok, and a possible three-
month extension if  a sale is in 
progress. The bill would also 
bar the company from control-
ling TikTok’s secret sauce: the 
algorithm that feeds users vid-
eos based on their interests and 
has made the platform a trend-
setting phenomenon. 

TikTok did not immediately 
return a request for comment 
Tuesday night. 

The passage of  the legisla-
tion is a culmination of  long-
held bipartisan fears in Wash-
ington over Chinese threats 
and the ownership of  TikTok, 
which is used by 170 million 
Americans. 

For years, lawmakers and ad-
ministration officials have ex-
pressed concerns that Chinese 
authorities could force ByteD-
ance to hand over US user data, 
or influence Americans by sup-
pressing or promoting certain 
content on TikTok.  AP 

ByteDance gets 
a year from US 
to sell TikTok

IDF readies 2 reserve brigades for Rafah attack

WASHINGTON

STUDENTS at a growing 
number of  US colleges are 
gathering in protest encamp-
ments with a unified demand 
of  their schools: Stop doing 
business with Israel or any 
companies that em-
power its ongoing war 
in Gaza.

The students are 
calling for universi-
ties to separate them-
selves from any com-
p a n i e s  t h a t  a r e 
empowering Israel’s 
military efforts in 
Gaza and in some cas-
es from Israel itself.  
The demands vary 
from campus to cam-
pus. Among them:  
Stop doing business 
with military weapons 
manufacturers that 
are supplying arms to Israel, 
Stop accepting research money 
from Israel for projects that aid 
the country’s military efforts, 
Stop investing college endow-
ments with money managers 
who profit from Israeli compa-
nies or contractors, Be more 
transparent about what money 
is received from Israel and 
what it’s used for.

Student governments at some 
colleges in recent weeks have 
passed resolutions calling for 
an end to investments and aca-
demic partnerships with Israel. 
Such bills were passed by stu-
dent bodies at Columbia, Har-
vard Law, Rutgers and Ameri-

can University.
Officials at several 

universities say they 
want to have a conver-
sation with students 
and honor their right 
to protest. But they 
also are echoing the 
concerns of  many 
Jewish students that 
some of  the demon-
strators’ words and ac-
tions amount to anti 
semitism and they say 
such behavior won’t 
be tolerated.

Sylvia Burwell , 
president of  Ameri-

can University, rejected a reso-
lution from the undergraduate 
senate to end investments and 
partnerships with Israel.

Burwell cited the universi-
ty’s ‘longstanding position’ 
against the decades-old Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement. Protesters have 
drawn parallels to apartheid in 
South Africa.  AP/PTI

TEL AVIV

THE Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) on Wednesday said it was 
readying to deploy two reserve 
brigades for missions in the 
Gaza Strip, as the military ap-
peared to move ahead with 
plans for an offensive in the 
southern Gaza city of  Rafah as 
it seeks to remove the Hamas 
terror group from its last major 
redoubt in the enclave, The 
Times of  Israel reported.

The 679th “Yiftah” Armored 
Brigade and the 2nd “Carmeli” 
Infantry Brigade, which had 
been operating on the northern 
border, were set to take respon-
sibility for areas of  central 
Gaza that have remained under 
Israeli military control since 
troops largely pulled back from 
other areas of  the Strip earlier 
this month, according to an 
Army Radio report.

The move will free up Nahal 
Brigade troops currently hold-
ing the central corridor to join 
the rest of  the 162nd Division 
in preparing for future opera-
tions, including planned offen-
sives in Rafah and central Gaza, 
military sources have said.

The IDF said the two reserve 
brigades “prepared in recent 
weeks for their mission in the 
Gaza Strip.”

They “practiced battle tech-
niques and learned the main 
insights and lessons from fight-
ing and maneuvering in the 
Gaza Strip so far,” the military 
said. The mobilized brigades 
were to be placed under the 
99th Division. During the first 
few months of  the IDF’s ground 
offensive, the division had been 

tasked with the so-called Net-
zarim corridor in the central 
Gaza Strip, an east-west route.

One of  the brigades will 
again be deployed to the east-
west belt dividing the Strip in 
two, while the second will se-
cure a pier being built by the 
United States on central Gaza’s 
coast aimed at boosting deliver-
ies of  humanitarian aid, ac-
cording to Army Radio.

The corridor, built around a 
road south of  Gaza City, ena-
bles the IDF to carry out raids 
in northern and central Gaza 

while allowing Israel to control 
access to the north for Palestin-
ians seeking to return after 
fleeing south.

Victory in the Gaza war is 
impossible without taking Ra-
fah, crushing the terror group, 
and recovering any hostages 
there, Israel has said.

Israeli officials have said Ha-
mas has six remaining battal-
ions in the Gaza Strip, includ-
ing four in the southern city of  
Rafah and two more in central 
Gaza, in the Nuseirat and Deir 
al-Balah camps.

Call by US university 
students to stop doing 
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Ship off Yemen 
attacked by Houthis
A ship near the strategic Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait saw an 
explosion in the distance 
Wednesday, marking what may 
be a new attack by Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels through the 
crucial waterway for 
international trade. The 
explosion comes after a relative 
lull from the Houthis after they 
launched dozens of attacks on 
shipping in the region over 
Israel’s ongoing war on Hamas.

Woman trying to attack soldiers with knife shot
The Israeli military says its forces shot dead a Palestinian woman 
after she allegedly ran toward Israeli soldiers with a knife in the 
southern West Bank on Wednesday. The military said it took place 
at Okfim junction near the Palestinian city of Hebron. No soldiers 
were injured. Palestinian authorities identified the slain woman as 
20-year-old Maimuna Harahsheh.  AP

Such actions 
threaten academic 
freedom, the free 

expression of 
ideas and views 

and the values of 
inclusion and 

belonging that are 
central to our 

community 
curriculum

Syvia Burwell, 
American University

Smoke seen in ANA flight carrying 200
Oil sprayed from an All Nippon Airways plane as it 

landed Wednesday at Shin Chitose airport in northern 
Japan, but none of the 213 people on board was 

injured, officials said. The nonflammable oil from a 
control system evaporated as it contacted a hot 

engine, giving the appearance of smoke, ANA officials 
said. The leakage did not jeopardise the safety of 

those on board, they said.  AP

Raisi inaugurates hydro project in Lanka
Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi on Wednesday 
inaugurated a $514 million hydropower project in 
the southeastern region of Sri Lanka which was 
partly funded by Tehran and was long-delayed due 
to international sanctions on the oil-rich nation. 
This was the first visit by an Iranian president to Sri 
Lanka since an April 2008 visit by president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.  PTI

E X P R E S S  R E A D

JAKARTA

INDONESIA’s electoral 
commission formally de-
clared Prabowo Subianto 
president-elect in a cere-
mony on Wednesday, after 
the country’s highest court 
rejected challenges to his 
landslide victory lodged 
by two losing presidential 
candidates.

Subianto, who is cur-
rently defense minister, 
won the election with 
58.6% of  the votes, or more 
than 96 million ballots, 
more than twice the 
amount received by either 
of  the other two candi-
dates. But his rivals al-
leged that his victory had 
depended on large-scale 
fraud and widespread state 
interference.

Authorities blocked 
streets leading to the Gen-
eral Election Commission 
compound, where more 
than 4,200 police and sol-
diers were deployed. 

Wearing matching long-
sleeved white shirts, 

Subianto and vice presi-
dent elect Gibran Raka-
buming Raka waved to 
their supporters as they 
arrived at the building.

“The race has finished...
the tough contest, with 
sometimes heated debates, 
is over,” Subianto said dur-
ing the ceremony, attended 
by the country’s political 
elite, including rival can-
didate Anies Baswedan 
and his running mate Mu-
haimin Iskandar. 

“And now our people de-
mand that political leaders 

must work together and 
collaborate for the people’s 
welfare and to eliminate 
poverty and corruption in 
Indonesia,” Subianto 
said.

Subianto will take office 
in October, succeeding the 
popular Joko Widodo.

The Constitutional 
Court rejected the argu-
ments saying the legal 
teams of  the losing candi-
dates had failed to prove 
allegations that Subianto’s 
victory was the result of  
widespread fraud.  AP 

Subianto Indonesia’s president-
elect after court rejects appeals

Prabowo Subianto waves at media members during his formal 
declaration as president |  AP


