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CWRC says no to release 
of backlog deficit water

Top court relists Senthil 
Balaji’s bail plea to July 10

J I T E N D R A  C H O U B E Y  @ New Delhi

THE Cauvery Water Regulation Committee 
(CWRC) on Thursday rejected the demand of  
Tamil Nadu to direct Karnataka to release 
backlog deficit water in environmental flow 
and ensure no further deficit in environmen-
tal flow of  Cauvery river to the state. The com-
mittee ordered both states to give priority to 
their drinking water requirement.Heavy rain-
fall in Cauvery basin due to pre-monsoon 
showers over the last few days has helped ease 
the water stress in the riparian states. The in-
terstate point at Biligundulu, which has been 
receiving barely 150 cusecs of  water per day, 
has been receiving around 1,100 cusecs of  wa-
ter per day over the past five days. 

ROAD MISHAP

Stalin condoles death, 
assures relief to families

Woman, daughter 
hit by train killed 
in Sivakasi 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ 
Virudhunagar

A 54-year-old G Tamilselvi and 
her daughter Dhanakshmi (28)
were killed after being hit by a 
running train at a track near 
Satchiyarpuram in Sivakasi on 
Thursday morning. Noticing a 
hearing and speech impaired 
Tamilselvi walking on the 
track, Dhanakashmi attempted 
to alert her, but in vain. The 
bodies were shifted to Sivakasi 
General Hospital, and the Sriv-
illiputhur railway police have 
begun an inquiry into the inci-
dent, sources said.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

ANOTHER government bus 
from Musiri bound for Kilam-
bakkam bus terminus, which 
was trailing the bus, crashed 
into the rear end of  the truck. 

“Four passengers in the front 
upper and lower berths on the 
left side of  the private bus were 
killed on the spot in the impact 
of  the collision,” the police of-
ficer said. At least 20 others suf-
fered minor injuries and were 
shifted to the Chengalpattu 
gover nment hospital  for 

treatment.
The bus driver was booked 

under Section 304(A) (causing 
death by negligence), the police 
official said.

Chief  Minister MK Stalin 
condoled the death of  four vic-
tims and assured the state gov-
ernment’s relief  assistance to 
the bereaved families. 

Just 24 hours ago, a mother, 
her two sons, and the driver of  
their car died in a road accident 
on the same highway near Ma-
durantakam in the early hours 
of  Wednesday.

Stabbing spree on Chalukya Express: 
Man kills railway staff, injures three
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

A passenger travelling without 
a ticket stabbed a railway coach 
attendant to death and injured 
three others, including a travel-
ling ticket examiner (TTE), on 
board Chalukya Express near 
Londa railway station in Bela-
gavi district of  Karnataka on 
Thursday evening.

After the attack, the uniden-

tified passenger jumped off  the 
train near Khanapur railway 
station and escaped.

According to a police of-
ficer, the coach attendant 
died on the train. The 
ticket examiner and 
two others, who were 
seriously injured in the 
knife attack,  were 
rushed to a hospital in 
Belagavi. They are out of  
danger, he added.

Police sources said the pas-
senger went on a stabbing spree 
when the ticket examiner asked 

him to show his ticket. 
Belagavi Police Com-

missioner Lada Martin 
Marbaniang said the 
passenger started ar-
guing when the ticket 
examiner  asked him 

for the ticket. He sud-
denly pulled out a knife 

and attacked the ticket exam-

iner. When the coach attendant 
rushed to the rescue of  the tick-
et examiner, the passenger 
stabbed him to death. He then 
attacked the ticket examiner 
and two others who intervened, 
Martin added.The police have 
launched a search operation to 
nab the assailant.

Martin later visited the hos-
pital where the ticket examiner  
and two others are being 
treated.

Attack started when TTE asked for ticket; suspect escaped near Khanapur station in K’taka

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad/T’puram/Thanjavur

TELANGANA experienced 
light rains and decreased mer-
cury levels on Thursday.

Light rains and thunder-
showers with surface winds of  
around 40 kmph were experi-
enced at isolated places in the 
districts of  Jogulamba Gadwal, 
Kamareddy, Mahbubnagar, 
Medchal-Malkajgiri, Nalgonda, 
Narayanpet, Nizamabad, Siddi-
pet and Vikarabad as per IMD 
reports. 

The IMD said that a cyclonic 
circulation lies over east Vidar-
bha and surrounding regions 
at 0.9 km above mean sea level, 
and under its influence, the 
state will experience light to 
moderate rains or thunder-
showers with gusty winds at 

isolated places. A yellow alert 
has been issued for the same for 
most of  the districts till May 
19.

Heavy rainfall lashed Thiru-
vananthapuram on Thursday 
afternoon marooned many res-
idential areas and triggered 
waterlogging on all major 
roads. The SS Kovil Road near 
Thampanoor was the worst hit 
as the extreme showers that 
lasted for more than two hours 
caused waterlogging, disrupt-
ing vehicle movement. 

Meanwhile, heavy rains that 
lashed Thanjavur and Tiruvar-
ur districts since Wednesday 
afternoon have come as respite 
for farmers who, despite con-
cerns over lack of  quality pow-
er supply, have cultivated early 
kuruvai paddy using pump 
sets.

A man covers himself with a plastic cover in Hyderabad as the city witnessed a 
heavy downpour on Thursday afternoon |  SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN 

IT’S A RAINY WEEK DOWN 
SOUTH, FARMERS REJOICE

15 DISTRICTS IN TAMIL NADU MAY GET RAIN TODAY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1:Heavy rain is likely at isolated places over 
Virudhunagar, Madurai, Pudukkottai, Tiruvarur, Thanjavur, 
Nagapattinam, Mayiladuthurai, Tiruppur, Erode, Karaikal, Sivaganga, 
Ramanathapuram, Dindigul, Coimbatore, and Nilgiris on Friday; Tiruchy, 
Karur, Namakkal, Salem, Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, Tirupattur, 
Thoothukudi, Ramanathapuram, Sivaganga, Dindigul on Saturday; and 
Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, Salem, Tiruchy, Namakkal and Karur districts 
on Sunday.Light to moderate rain at many places with thunderstorms, 
lightning and gusty winds with speeds reaching 40-50 kmph at one or 
two places is likely to occur over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal 
till May 20. In Chennai, the maximum temperature is likely to be around 
29°C and the minimum temperature is likely to be 26-27°C on Friday. 
While sky conditions will be cloudy, moderate rain with thunderstorms 
and lightning is likely to occur in some areas.

61st flower expo and Kodai fest begins
Dindigul:The 61st Kodai festival and flower exhibition will 
commence at Kodaikanal Bryant Park on Friday. Organised 
by the department of horticulture and tourism 
development, the flower exhibition will be inaugurated by 
Principal Secretary to the Agricultural Production 
Commissioner S Apoorva. Senior officials from the 
horticulture and tourism department will partake in the 
event, which is set to conclude on May 26. In view of the 
festival, floral sculptures in the shapes of Thiruvallur, bear, 
cock, peacock, and others will be put on display. For the 
first time, the laser show will be open to visitors. Entry fee 
for adults is fixed at `75, while that of children is `35. ENS

Two held with elephant tusks 
weighing 3.2 kg
Virudhunagar: Forest department detained 
two persons for possessing two elephant tusks 
weighing 3.2 kilograms in Rajapalayam. 
According to the police, one A Ram Alagu (40) 
of Ganapathi Sundaranachiyarpuram was 
detained with tusks based on a tip-off during 
a vehicle inspection on the Madurai-Kollam 
national highway near Seithur.  Later, the 
police handed over Alagu to forest department 
officials, who later detained one Chellaih of 
Rajapalayam in connection with the case. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Two held for murder of elderly woman  
Virudhunagar :The Virudhunagar district police arrested B Manikandan 
(25) of Thirupuvanam and M Silambarasan (37) of Aavarankulam, 
and are on the lookout for M Dinesh of Madurai in connection with the 

murder of an elderly woman, Muthammal (65) of 
Kanakaneendal village, on Thursday. According to 
sources, the accused persons, who are construction 
site workers, killed Muthammal and stole a five 
sovereign gold ornament from her. Two of them were 
nabbed by the deceased’s relatives, while they were 
attempting to catch a bus from Kariyapatti bus 
depot. Meanwhile, a search is under way by the 

Mallankinaru police to trace Dinesh, who is on the run. 

Ahead of the second phase polls in the state, 
a BJP worker was killed and eight others 
injured in a clash with BJD supporters at 
Srikrushnasaranpur in Odisha on Thursday

PRE-POLL 
VIOLENCE

S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y  @ New Delhi

NO relief  to former Tamil Nadu minister Sen-
thil Balaji soon, as the Supreme Court on 
Thursday relisted his bail plea to July 10. The 
MLA had challenged his bail rejection by the 
Madras High Court in the cash-for-jobs money 
laundering case on Wednesday. It is to be noted 
that the Madras HC had ordered that the trial 
should be conducted on a day-to-day basis in 
accordance with the guidelines given by the 
top court. The SC, in April first week, had is-
sued a notice to the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) asking the agency to file a detailed reply 
on the petition filed by Balaji against the HC 
order. 


