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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Mellur 
on Friday. Nitrogen dioxide level was 
at 16 µg/m3 against the prescribed 
standard of 80 µg/m3
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Five fishermen rescued after boat capsizes in sea in Pamban
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Ramanathapuram 

FIVE fishermen from Pamban 
were rescued after the boat that 
they had on, had capsized at sea 
on Friday. They had ventured 

into the sea despite a weather 
ban in place. Official sources 
said, a ban on fishing was put 
in place considering rough sea 
condition in Rameswaram. The 
five fishermen, however, ven-
tured into the sea on a country 

boat on Friday morning. They 
were identified as, Prethistan 
(33), Lenin (52), Francis Karba-
sev (35), Apslon (22), and 
Jebamalai, of  Pamban. 

While the boat was 12 nauti-
cal miles off  the coast, it cap-

sized and sank in the sea. The 
fishermen were able to stay 
afloat. The stranded fishermen 
intimated other fishermen on 
the shore using a satellite 
phone. Four boats went in 
search of  them and found all 

crew members safe. The fisher-
men were rescued and brought 
back to the shore by evening. 
Fisheries department officials 
have stated that action will be 
taken against the fishermen for 
violating the ban.

‘Give `10 lakh each to kin 
of dead guest lecturers’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

TAMIL NADU All Government 
College UGC Qualified Guest 
Lecturers Association Presi-
dent V Thangaraj urged Chief  
Minister MK Stalin to provide 
a compensation of  `10 lakh to 
the family of  guest lecturers, 
who lost their lives while in 
service, and disburse sal-
aries for the month of  
May to the guest lec-
turers working in Gov-
ernment Arts and Sci-
ence colleges across 
the state. In a press state-
ment, Thangaraj said 17 
guest lecturers lost their lives 
in two years in Tamil Nadu, al-
legedly due low salary and 
stress, whereas, female guest 
lecturers are not given mater-
nity leave on a par with govern-
ment employees. 

“In the last 10 years, a total of  
7,374 guest lecturers have 
worked in 164 Government Arts 

and Science colleges across the 
state, for a monthly salary of  
`25,000, against the UGC’s pre-
scribed salary of  `50,000 per 
month. Further, they are given 
salary only for 11 months in a 
year, despite being asked to 
work in May as well,” Thanga-
raj said, adding that guest lec-
turers are provided with a 

monthly salary of  `57,700 in 
states like Haryana and 

Punjab. 
He further pointed 

out that though Tamil 
Nadu has been outrun-
ning other states in 

terms of  higher educa-
tion, the status of  guest lec-

turers continues to remain pa-
thetic here. “If  this continues, 
then the the quality of  higher 
education might deteriorate,” 
he added, and urged the chief  
minister to grant the compen-
sation and maternity leaves, 
and make efforts to regularise 
the employment of  guest 
lecturers. 

HC gives bail to 7 people arrested for 
protesting against cops over ‘caste bias’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

THE Madurai Bench of  the Ma-
dras High Court on Friday 
granted bail to seven people, 
who were arrested for staging a 
protest against the Devarkulam 
police personnel in Tirunelveli 
district, after they alleged that 
the police had foisted false cas-
es against them and targeted 
members of  the Thevar 
community.

In separate petitions, M Val-
linayagam, M Subramanian, C 

Sivaraj, K Esakkiraj, V Shanka-
rasubramanian, P Manikan-
dan, and M Prasath submitted 
that they were arrested by the 
Devarkulam Police on May 8, 
for raising slogans against the 
police officials and alleging 
that the police officials, mem-
bers of  other communities, 
harassed those belonging to the 
Thevar community. The peti-
tioners demanded that police 
officials from the Thevar com-
munity alone be posted at De-
varkulam. The additional pub-
lic prosecutor, appearing for 

the police, strongly opposed the 
bail and submitted that there 
are a total of  58 accused per-
sons in the case, and added that 
the investigation into the case 
is yet to conclude.  

Considering the facts, cir-
cumstances, and taking note of  
the incarceration period, Jus-
tice S Srimathy granted bail to 
seven people. The Court also di-
rected the petitioners to stay in 
Thanjavur and report to the in-
spector of  Pattukkottai Town 
police station daily, at 10.30 am, 
until further orders.

Activists demand 
steps to  protect 
city’s green cover
Decry felling of 60-yr-old tree; say older 
trees can be translocated and not cut down 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai 

WHILE development activities 
are afoot in Madurai, the em-
phasis on retaining green cover 
seems to have taken a back seat 
in the city. Citing the recent 
felling of  a 60-year-old tree in 
the district by the highways de-
partment, environmentalists 
opined that the officials should 
have opted for translocation in-
stead of  cutting it down. 

As pointed out in the Nation-
al Forest Policy of  India, at 
least 33% of  a geographical 
area should be under forest or 
tree cover to maintain ecologi-
cal stability. As per reports, the 
green cover in Madurai re-
mains under 20%, in spite of  
afforestation efforts taken by 
forest and state departments. 

“Though frequent tree plan-
tation drives are organised by 
officials, several decades-old-
trees continue to be felled in 
the name of  urbanisation. Re-
cently, trees aged over 50 years 
were cut down in Tallakulam 
as part of  road-laying works. 
On Tuesday, some saplings, 
along the Othakadai, were dam-
aged in underground wire lay-
i n g  w o r k s , ”  a l l e g e d 
environmentalists. 

Pointing out the irony in the 

issue, environmentalists also 
expressed concern over the 
dropping green cover’s detri-
mental effects on climate 
change. “While it is important 
to focus on development, one 
cannot abandon preserving 
greenery. The 60 year-old trees 
in Tallakulam were felled, say-
ing that numerous saplings 
will be planted in its place. 
However, the saplings can nev-
er release the same amount of  
the oxygen as the old trees,” 
noted Bharathi, a environmen-
talist from Madurai. 

He said that though frequent 
tree plantation drives are being 
taken up by many, only a few 
spent time to nurture the sap-
lings and ensure their growth. 
“Authorities should opt for fell-
ing only as their last resort, 
and instead plan in line with 
environmental preservation,” 
Bharathi added. 

Speaking to TNIE, Ashok Ku-
mar, another environmentalist 
from Madurai said, “A five-dec-
ade-old tree was cut down by 
some department, leaving just 
the stump behind. Instead of  
cutting down these trees entire-
ly, the department concerned 
could have opted for tree trans-
location.” He also urged au-
thorities to opt for transloca-
tion in future. 

Man gets lifer 
for killing wife 
VIRUDHUNAGAR: A 
31-year-old man 
accused of killing his 
wife over a family 
dispute in 2017, was 
sentenced to life 
imprisonment by the 
Srivilliputhur Mahila 
court on Thursday. 
According to sources, 
S Saravanakumar, of 
Srivilliputhur, had 
murdered his wife 
Sumitha. On Thursday, 
he was found guilty 
and was sentenced to 
life imprisonment.

Five arrested for murder of history-sheeter 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Theni

FIVE persons were arrested by 
the Periyakulam police on Fri-
day for allegedly murdering a 
history-sheeter on Thursday 
night. Sources said, G Kannad-
asan (31) alias Mutta Kannan 

of  Periyakulam, was attacked 
by brothers Karankumar (25) 
and Pugalenthi (24), along with 
their friends, Alagar (22), 
Elangeswaran (28) and Charley 
(23), using sharp weapons.  

The Periyakulam police 
came to the spot and admitted 

Kannadasan to a government 
hospital. He was later taken to 
the Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital in Theni, but was 
declared brought dead. A case 
has been registered and all five 
were arrested, sources said. 
Further probe is under way.  


