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$4.3 BN
Microsoft pledges investments 
in France towards AI

 LR:  Light Rain  WI: Windy  HR:  Heavy Rain   SN: Snow 
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 30 14 SNY
Colombo 32 26 SNY
Dhaka 35 28 SNY
Dubai 36 31 SNY
Houston 32 21 SNY
Istanbul 18 20 SNY
London 17 12 LR

Los Angeles 21 14 SNY
Melbourne 16 7 SNY
Moscow 12 4 SNY
New York 23 14 SNY
Singapore 32 28 LR
Toronto 17 12 LC
Washington 21 11 SNY

ISRAEL-GAZA: DAY: 220

I S R A E L

G A Z A  
S T R I P

Jerusalem

Tel Aviv WEST BANK

JO
R

D
A

N

Israel marks 
memorial day
Israel commemorated 
Memorial Day on Monday, a 
usually somber holiday that 
this year was almost 
entirely absorbed by the 
ongoing war in Gaza. At 11 
am, sirens announced two 
minutes of silence, four 
fighter planes flew over AP

Hezbollah strike 
injures 4 Israelis 
Israel’s military said four of 
its troops were injured in 
missile fire from southern 
Lebanon, as cross-border 
exchanges of fire with 
Hezbollah militants 
continue. Hezbollah 
acknowledged the strike. AP

GAZA CITY

ISRAEL battled Hamas in Gaza 
on Monday, including in far-
southern Rafah, despite US 
warnings against a full-scale 
invasion of  the crowded city 
and of  the threat of  post-war 
“anarchy” across the Palestin-
ian territory.

Clashes also raged in north-
ern and central Gaza as Israel 
marked a sombre Memorial 
Day, which is followed by Inde-
pendence Day from Monday 
night, more than seven months 
into the war sparked by Ha-
mas’s October 7 attack.

Israelis marked a moment’s 
silence and Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu vowed 
that “our war of  independence 
is not over yet. It continues 
even today... We are determined 
to win this struggle.” 

Thousands fled northern 
Gaza on Monday as renewed 
shelling pounded areas where 

Israel says Hamas militants 
have regrouped, despite having 
announced them cleared 
months ago.

“The army dropped leaflets 
and sent a message on mobile 
phones warning everyone to 
leave Jabalia,” said Umm Odai 
Nassar, after reaching Gaza 
City from nearby Jabalia refu-
gee camp in the far north of  
the Gaza Strip.

She is one among many Pal-
estinians who had remained in 
northern Gaza despite the vast 
devastation to civilian infra-
structure inflicted during the 
early months of  Israel’s mili-
tary campaign against Hamas 
in the territory.

In Ankara, Turkey’s Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said that “more than 1,000 
members” of  Hamas were be-
ing treated in Turkish hospi-
tals. “So many Hamas mem-
bers have been killed. The 
whole of  the West is attacking 

them with all sorts of  arms 
and munitions,” he said. “Call-
ing Hamas ... a terrorist organ-
isation would be cruel,” he 
said.

Israel said on Saturday it 
was operating again in the Jab-
alia camp to counter Hamas at-
tempts to reestablish its mili-
tary capabilities in the area. 
The United Nations agency for 
Palestinian refugees, UNRWA, 
said its latest estimate showed 
about 250,000 people living in 
north Gaza.

“This is not the first time we 
have been displaced. Every 
time we try to return and settle, 
there is an invasion operation, 
and the army with its airplanes 
and tanks bombards the houses 
and kills people,” Nassar said.

The return to intense fight-
ing in the north comes at the 
same time as Israel presses its 
military campaign in the  
south, in the eastern section of  
Rafah city.  AFP

Gazans flee again as fresh fighting 
breaks out in north, central areas
Over 1,000 Hamas fighters taking treatment in Turkish hospitals, says President Erdogan

Palestinians carry their  belongings as they flee Gaza Strip on May 13 |  AFP
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Belousov new 
Russian def 
min as Putin 
sacks Shoigu
MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin has replaced Sergei 
Shoigu as defence minister in 
a Cabinet shakeup that comes 
as he begins his fifth term in 
office. In line with Russian 
law, the entire Russian Cabi-
net resigned on Tuesday fol-
lowing Putin’s glittering inau-
guration in the Kremlin, and 
most members have been 
widely expected to keep their 
jobs, while Shoigu’s fate had 
appeared uncertain. Putin 
signed a decree on Sunday ap-
pointing Shoigu as secretary 
of  Russia’s Security Council, 
the Kremlin said. 

The appointment was an-
nounced shortly after Putin 
proposed Andrei Belousov to 
become the country’s defense 
minister in place of  Shoigu.

Belousov’s candidacy will 
need to be approved by Russia’s 
upper house in parliament, the 
Federation Council. It reported 
Sunday that Putin introduced 
proposals for other Cabinet po-
sitions as well but Shoigu is the 
only minister on that list who 
is being replaced. 

Several other new candidates 
for federal ministers were pro-
posed Saturday by Prime Min-
ister Mikhail Mishustin. AP

KYIV 

UKRAINIAN troops are locked 
in intense battles with the ad-
vancing Russian army in two 
border areas, President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said, while 
the death toll from a Russian 
apartment building collapse 
blamed on Ukrainian shelling 
rose to 15.

Zelenskyy said ‘fierce bat-
tles’ are taking place near the 
border in eastern and north-
eastern Ukraine as outgunned 
and outnumbered Ukrain-
ian soldiers try to push 
back a significant Rus-
sian ground offensive.

“Defensive battles 
are ongoing, fierce bat-
tles, on a large part of  
our border area,” Zelen-
skyy said in his nightly video 
address on Sunday.

The Kremlin’s forces are aim-
ing to exploit Ukrainian weak-
nesses before a big batch of  
new military aid for Kyiv from 
the US and European partners 
arrives on the battlefield in the 
coming weeks and months, an-
alysts said. That makes this pe-
riod a window of  opportunity 
for Moscow and one of  the most 
dangerous for Kyiv in the two-
year war, they said. The new 

Russian push in the northeast-
ern Kharkiv region, along with 
the ongoing drive into the east-
ern Donetsk region, come after 
months when the about 1,000-
km frontline barely budged. 

In the meantime, both sides 
have used long-range strikes in 
what largely became a war of  
attrition. The Kharkiv incur-
sion may be an attempt to cre-
ate a ‘buffer zone’ to protect 
Belgorod, an adjacent Russian 
border region battered by 
Ukrainian attacks.

Russian emergency 
services on Monday fin-
ished clearing the rub-
ble in the region’s capi-
tal city of  Belgorod, 
where a section of  a 

residential building col-
lapsed following what au-

thorities said was Ukrainian 
shelling. Fifteen bodies were 
pulled from the rubble, Belgo-
rod regional Gov. Vyacheslav 
Gladkov said, and 27 other peo-
ple were wounded. 

Another three people in the 
city of  Belgorod were killed by 
shelling late Sunday, he said. 
Zelenskyy said fighting in the 
Donetsk area is ‘no less intense’ 
than in Kharkiv. He described 
the area around Pokrovsk, as 
‘the most difficult’.   AP

People 
sit in a 
bus after 
evacuation 
from 
Vovchansk, 
Ukraine 
|  AP

Ukraine locked in 
fierce battles in 2 
areas: Zelenskyy Andrei Belousov
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PILLAI NAMED 
MINISTER IN 
NEW CABINET
Indian-origin Member of 
Parliament Murali Pillai 
will be appointed the 
Minister of State for Law 
and Transport in the new 
incoming cabinet of 
Singapore’s new Prime 
Minister Lawrence Wong, 
it was announced on 
Monday. Pillai, 56, will be 
appointed and sworn in on 
July 1. Pillai, a member of 
the ruling People’s Action 
Party, is a lawyer. Among 
other Indian-origin 
politicians, Dr Vivian 
Balakrishnan will remain 
as Foreign Affairs Minister, 
K Shanmugam will 
continue as Minister of 
Home Affairs and Law, 
and Indranee Rajah as the 
Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Office.  PTI

‘POOR WORSE 
OFF NOW THAN 
DURING COVID’
A United Nations report 
on low-income 
households found that 
eight in 10 families living 
in low-cost flats in the 
capital city struggling to 
generate adequate 
income to meet their basic 
needs. The report released 
by the Unicef polled 755  
houses from Oct 14 to Nov 
16, 2023, The Straits 
Times reported. The report 
also found that 90% of 
these families are 
grappling with the impact 
of the soaring cost of 
living, especially food 
prices. In comparison, 
Unicef’s 2020 report 
during the pandemic 
found 7 out of 10 houses in 
the same category faced 
these difficulties.

NEW OMICRON  
SUB-VARIANTS

Experts are concerned about the 
worsening Covid-19 situation over 
the past weeks, with authorities
issuing warnings on the spread of 
the new Omicron sub-variants, 
Bangkok Post reported. Dr Yong 
Poovorawan, a virologist, posted a 
warning on his FB page on Monday 
about the HK2 sub-variant currently 
spreading, saying it is contagious.  
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ISLAMABAD 

THE situation remained tense in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir as 
the total strike against high pric-
es of  wheat flour and inflated 
electricity bills and taxes entered 
its fourth day on Monday, forcing 
the Pakistan government to allo-
cate `23 billion for immediate re-
lease to the region to quell a sim-
mering unrest.

Pakistan Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, who said he was “deep-
ly concerned” about the situation, 
on Monday approved Rs 23 billion 
for immediate release to the re-
gion after the negotiations be-
tween the protesters and the re-
gional government ended in a 

deadlock. Ruffled by the unexpect-
ed protest and its sensitivity, 
Prime Minister Sharif  chaired a 
special meeting here on Monday 
which was attended by PoK “prime 
minister” Chaudhry Anwarul 
Haq, local ministers, and top po-
litical leadership, the PM’s Office 
said in a statement. The region 
witnessed clashes on Saturday be-
tween the police and activists of  a 
rights movement, leaving at least 
one police officer dead and injur-
ing over 100 people, mostly 
policemen. 

A complete strike has also been 
observed in the territory since 
Friday, bringing life to a halt. PoK 
“prime minister” Haq announced 
a reduction in electricity tariff  

soon after the meeting chaired by 
Sharif  concluded. The residents 
have been advocating for afforda-
ble electricity and flour subsidies 
for the past few days, Haq said, 
adding that no one can ignore the 
necessity of  accessible electricity 
and affordable bread. 

He also announced a reduction 
in bread prices. The protest is led 
by the Jammu Kashmir Joint 
Awami Action Committee (JAAC), 
which has traders at the forefront 
in most parts of  the region, who 
have been seeking the provision 
of  electricity as per hydropower 
generation cost in the region, sub-
sidised wheat flour and an end to 
the privileges of  the elite class. A 
long march led by the JAAC left 

for Muzaffarabad, the capital of  
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, on 
Monday. The movement an-
nounced its march on Muzaffara-
bad after the talks between the 
JAAC core committee and Chief  
Secretary of  the region Dawood 
Bareach ended in a stalemate.

A protest leader from Rawala-
kot accused the government of  re-
sorting to evasive tactics.

Protestors have already staged 
sit-ins, closing Kohala’ Muzaffara-
bad Road at several locations, the 
Dawn newspaper reported. The 
road stretches 40 km and links Ko-
hala town with Muzaffarabad in 
PoK. Contingents of  police have 
been posted at roundabouts and 
sensitive locations.  PTI

Total PoK strike over soaring prices enters fourth day

Robotaxi unit of  
Amazon probed after  
injuring two motorists
DETROIT

Amazon’s self-driving robotaxi unit is be-
ing investigated by the US government’s 
highway safety agency after two of  its ve-
hicles braked suddenly and were rear-end-
ed by motorcyclists. The National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration said in 
documents posted on its website Monday 
it will evaluate the automated driving sys-
tem developed by Zoox.

Both crashes involved Toyota Highland-
er SUVs with autonomous driving technol-
ogy. They happened during the daytime 
hours, and the motorcyclists suffered mi-
nor injuries. In both cases, the agency con-
firmed that each of  the Amazon vehicles 
was operating in autonomous mode lead-
ing up to the crashes. The agency said the 
probe will focus on the performance of  the 
company’s automated driving system dur-
ing the crashes, as well as how it behaves 
in crosswalks around pedestrians and oth-
er vulnerable road users.

In a statement, Zoox said it is committed 
to working with NHTSA to answer its 
questions. “Transparency and collabora-
tion with regulators is of  utmost impor-
tance,” the company said. 

Zoox said the vehicles had human safety 
drivers on board. Zoox reported the crash-
es under an order to automated vehicle 
companies issued in 2021.

Amazon acquired Zoox in June of  2020 
for a price that analysts pegged at over $1 
billion. In 2023 the Foster City, California, 
company said one of  its funky-looking 
four-person shuttles autonomously car-
ried employees on public roads on a 1.6 km 
route between two Zoox buildings. The 
company has launched a shuttle service 
exclusively for its employees.  AP

YEREVAN 

THE economic advisor to Ne-
pal’s President Ram Chandra 
Paudel has resigned after his 
controversial remarks on the 
government’s decision to is-
sue new hundred-rupee notes 
with a map that includes three 
Indian territories, a move al-
ready rejected by India. The 

President approved Chiranjivi 
Nepal’s resignation on Sunday, 
according to a press release is-
sued by the Office of  the 
President.

“I made the remarks as an 
economist and a former gov-
ernor of  the central bank but 
some news media have twist-
ed it in an attempt to unnec-
essarily drag the respectful 

institution of  the president 
into controversy,  which  
made me feel sad,” said 
Chiranjivi Nepal to PTI on 
Monday.

The new map includes ter-
ritories such as Kalapani, Li-
pulekh and Limpiyadhura.

India maintains Lipulekh, 
Kalapani and Limpiyadhura 
belong to it. 

Nepal Prez aide quits over currency map plan


