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Having regard to the manner in which the 
case was defended by the counsel for the 
accused, as evident from the records of the 
case, it cannot be said that the legal aid 

extended to the accused was poor and inadequate  
— Division Bench

Revanna granted bail in sexual assault case
Bengaluru: In a big relief to Holenarasipura JDS MLA H D Revanna, who is facing allegations of 
sexual harassment, the special court to deal with cases against elected representatives, granted 
him bail on Monday. The bail plea was heard by the 42nd Additional Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate  court and Judge Preeth J, who had reserved the order on the bail petition, granted 
bail to Revanna. The bail conditions include a personal bond for Rs 5 lakh and a surety of a like 
sum. Additional Special Public Prosecutors Jayna Kothari and Ashok Naik appeared for the 
prosecution, while CV Nagesh argued on behalf of Revanna. On April 28, a case was registered 
against Revanna and his son and MP Prajwal Revanna for allegedly sexually assaulting a woman. 

Contempt case: Sudhakaran 
appears before High Court
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

STATE Congress president K Sudhakaran on Monday 
appeared before the Kerala High Court in a contempt 
case initiated following his controversial remarks 
against a division bench which was quashed by a single 
judge’s order directing a CBI probe into the murder of  
Youth Congress leader Shuhaib. 

Sudhakaran, while inaugurating the Congress’ Cha-
vakkad police station march, had said that the judge 
who set aside the order lacked sense. He also alleged 
that such a disgusting and below-standard order had 
never been issued. When the contempt case came up for 
hearing, the division bench directed Sudhakaran to file 
an affidavit on or before June 24. A division bench com-
prising Justice Anil K Narendran and Justice Haris-
hankar V Menon issued the order on the petition filed 
by advocate Janardhana Shenoy K.

P  R A M D A S  @Kochi

WHILE mitigation investiga-
tion even before conviction is 
upheld in death penalty cases 
has been widely hailed as a 
landmark step, the same could 
not come to the rescue of  Mu-
hammed Ameer-Ul-Islam who 
raped and murdered Jisha in 
2016. 

A Division Bench recently 
commuted the death sentence 
awarded by the Kottayam dis-
trict and sessions judge to 
Narendra Kumar, a migrant 
worker from Uttar Pradesh, in 
the 2015 Prambuzha triple mur-
der case to life imprisonment 
without remission for 20 years 
after examining the report ob-
tained through a mitigation 
study.

However, in the Jisha murder 
case, the Division Bench com-
prising Justice P B Suresh Ku-
mar and Justice S Manu said 
that mitigating circumstances 
are not sufficient to commute a 
death sentence to imprisonment 
for life. “There are no mitigat-
ing circumstances that favour 
the accused,” their judgement 

stated. The court said the victim 
had continually resisted the ac-
cused’s rape attempts. And out 
of  frustration and vengeance, 
the accused not only inflicted 
several stab injuries on the vic-
tim, causing her death, but 
also mutilated her genital or-
gans using a knife, to the extent 
of  pulling out parts of  her inter-
nal organs, the court said. 

“It was a cold-blooded murder 

without provocation, for the 
only sin committed by the vic-
tim was that she resisted the at-
tempt of  the accused to commit 
rape on her. As indicated, the 
crime committed is in the na-
ture of  extreme brutality, that 
shocks conscience of  society,” 
the Bench said.

Nuriya Ansari, associated 
with Project 39A at the National 
Law University, Delhi, who car-
ried out the mitigating investi-
gation on Ameer-Ul-Islam, in-
formed the court: “If  given the 
chance, he also has a chance to 
reintegrate into society.” 

Ameer, who had no previous 
criminal antecedents nor his 
family any legal history, was 
only 21 when he was arrested 
and incarcerated, and his young 
age and engagement in prison 
work gives an assurance of  his 
smooth reintegration into soci-
ety, Ansari told the court. 

“His lack of  criminal record 
reflects having no history of  un-
stable behaviour, which is fur-
ther supported by the prison 
conduct report,” the investiga-
tor said.

The court said, according to 

the investigator, the poor and 
inadequate legal representation 
is one of  the factors which 
would show that the accused is 
not extremely culpable. “Having 
regard to the manner in which 
the case was defended by the 
counsel for the accused, as evi-
dent from the records of  the 
case, it cannot be said that the 
legal aid extended to the ac-
cused was poor and inadequate. 
From the materials, what is dis-
cernable is that the accused was 
well defended in the case,” the 
Bench said.

The remaining factors cited 
by the investigator to show that 
the accused is not extremely 
culpable are -- want of  criminal 
antecedents, socioeconomic 
background, young age and ad-
verse childhood experiences. 
The investigator said continued 
family and societal support, and 
work undertaken in prison are 
factors that would show the 
smooth reintegration of  the ac-
cused. However, the Bench said 
these factors have not been ac-
cepted as sufficient factors to 
commute a death sentence to 
imprisonment for life.

Justice P B Suresh Kumar and 
Justice S Manu said it was 

with a heavy heart that they 
were upholding the ultimate 

penalty of death sentence. 
“We hope and fervently 

believe that this judgment 
would serve as a resolute 

deterrent to those who would 
consider perpetrating such 
abhorrent acts in future, so 

that persons similarly placed 
like the victim, who are 

innumerable in our society, 
would live with a sense of 
security and without fear,” 

the judgment stated 

‘With a heavy heart’

‘Mitigation circumstances do not favour accused’

Jisha murder: HC confirms death sentence to Assam native
Bench upholds capital punishment stating ‘ It was a cold-blooded murder’, says incident eroded trust reposed in institutions responsible for ensuring public safety

‘Prevent Kerala’s efforts to construct dam across Silandhi river’
Leaders of various political parties, including BJP, PMK and AMMK, in Tamil Nadu on Monday urged 
its government to take decisive measures to prevent Kerala from constructing a dam across the 
Silandhi river. BJP state president K Annamalai said constructing a dam across the river would 
decrease the water flow to Amaravathi dam, causing hardship to the farmers in Tamil Nadu. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

OBSERVING that the rape and 
murder of  Jisha, an LLB stu-
dent, at Perumbavoor in 2016 
was a cold-blooded murder 
without provocation, the Kera-
la High Court on Monday con-
firmed the death sentence 
awarded to Muhammed Ameer-
Ul-Islam, an Assam native.

While upholding the capital 
punishment, a division bench 
comprising Justice P B Suresh 
Kumar and Justice S Manu 
said, “The facts are deeply dis-
turbing and represent 
an egregious violation 
of  human dignity and 
sanctity of  life, for af-
ter committing rape in 
an inhumane manner, 
the victim has also 
been murdered hor-
rendously. Its impact 
on society was pro-
found and far-reaching 
as it instilled not only 
fear but also a sense of  
vulnerability, particu-
larly amongst women.”

The Bench also said the inci-
dent eroded the trust reposed 
in institutions responsible for 
ensuring public safety. The 
judges concluded the 112-page 
verdict with Nobel laureate Al-
exander Solzhenitsyn’s state-
ment “Justice is conscience, 
not a personal conscience but 
the conscience of  the whole 
humanity”.

Jisha, a 30-year-old law stu-
dent from a Scheduled Caste 
family, was found raped and 

murdered at her house in Ku-
ruppampady near Perum-
bavoor on April 28, 2016. Ameer-
Ul-Islam, a migrant worker 
from Assam, was arrested on 
June 16 that year. The postmor-

tem report revealed 
that Jisha was raped 
before being killed, 
with 38 wounds found 
on her body.

Special Public Pros-
ecutor  N K Un -
nikrishnan, who suc-
ceeded in proving the 
rape and murder be-
fore the court by pro-
ducing documentary 
and material evi-
dence, argued that 

the sentence of  death was war-
ranted and rightly awarded by 
the trial court.

The Bench said the acts of  
brutality committed by the ac-
cused on the body of  the victim 
to cause her death can only be 
regarded as “acts committed 
out of  frustration, aggression 
and vengeance as also to evade 
the law and get rid of  the crimi-
nal liability”.

“In a case of  this nature, so-
ciety would certainly approve 
the awarding of  the death  

sentence, especially since the 
victim was a young lady who 
was forced to live in a structure 
on the side of  the public road 
on account of  her impover-
ished social background, and 
the crime was one committed 
within the premises of  her 
shelter. Needless to say, the 
death sentence awarded to the 
accused is liable to be con-
firmed and we do so,” the Bench 
said.

This was the 
first important case 
after I took over as 

DGP in 2016. The investigation 
was conducted in a very 
scientific manner by a new 
team headed by Dr B Sandhya, 
who was the additional DG. We 
constituted a good 

team, including 
current 
Malappuram SP 
Sasidharan, 
Sojan, 
Sudarshan, and 
others. They did 
commendable 
work. We did not 

have any eyewitnesses, 
and the case was based on 
scientific and circumstantial 
evidence. Getting a conviction 
based on circumstantial 
evidence is always a challenge. 
The Kerala High Court has 
upheld the trial court’s verdict. 
It is a great achievement for 
the Kerala Police 

Loknath Behera, MDof Kochi Metro 
Rail Limited, who was the then 
Director General of Police, Kerala

Muhammed  
Ameer-Ul-Islam

S Sasidharan N K Unnikrishnan


